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PREFACE. 



<T^HE fotlowting e/jbiy was fr/i m-- 

X tended by way of explanatory Jup^ 

pkmentio a much larger work on 

morality and human nature. But the 

jrouMe And expence of puhUcation being 

certain^ and the reception it might meet 

with uncertainy induced the author to 

print tbisjhorter treatife firf^ purtofng 

' to publifif the other afterwards^ flfrom 

the fucc4fs of the prefent differtation^ he 

fhail ha'oe reafon to believe the former 

may merit any attention^ However the 

other work might ft^er by being pub- 

Ji/hed without this^ the prefent e^y will 

be little injured by appearing feparately 

as it forms in itfelfa connected fyftem 

Mn th fubje^ propofed t^ be difcufpsd. 
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The authors who fectH^ on the whole^ 
\to have viewed mankind^ as funk in 
nearly the fame corruption^ which the 
writer of thefe fheets endeavours to de^ 
monflrate^ are feldom quoted^ as well 
becaufe fome who have read his manu- 
fcript work already mentioned com- 
plained of its being too much incunv- 
bered with citations and digrefjions^ at 
,becatfe tie authors in quejiion fcarcely 
.lay down any general principles^ con- 
fining themf elves commo?dy to detached 
refle^ofis^ expreffive of the depravity of 
human nature. They were therefore rf 
no (jfftflance whatever to the writer of 
,ihis ejfay in. his plan^ which was to 
,e/iakli/h the. oi^uaL hafenefs of the heart 
of man to expkte its caufes^ and lay open 
,the melancholy confequences that are to 
M' apprehended^ or which mu/l neceffa- 
rily refult from fo foul a fourct. 

If the late authors who appeared fen- 
fhle of the^ profiigacy of human nature^ 
\^e fo much lament and contend for ,^ 

Ma%yf 
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have contented themf elves for the moji 
fart with fuppofmg the matter of JaB 
' without .tai&ng .any pains to prove or 
^account for it^ the modern moralifis; 
'who oppofe this opinion^ argue ^ if their 
.declamations^ however eloquent and in- 
genious^ merit ihe name of arguments 
iin a Mill more vague and loofe manner. 
Tihe fuhjedl is^ however^ of the ut" 
.moJi importance^ and ought to be dif^ 
cuffed with refe^ion and impartiality^ 
For befides that there is fcarce any tn^ 
ve/ligation in which a man Jhould think 
Mmfilf more inter e/ied than in that of 
his own nature, faculties, and ten- 
dencieS;, a difpaffionate inquiry into 
thefe matters will moreover^ it is 
rthoiighty lead us to ajlill deeper fenfe of 
gratitude for the inejiimable benefit of 
tTcdemption, and be the moJi effeilua^ 
means of keeping us In a conjlant Jiate 
of humble dependence on our omni^ 
potent Maker. 
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Vor ' if it Jhall be proved that man 

fince his fall is junk into fuch an abyfs 

of iniquity., is wrapt up fo intirely in 

ifis polluted felf as to oe utterly inca-- 

fable of performing a jingle perfectly 

good adiiony though he were to live 

.ten thoufand years y and continue everj^ 

day J during that long period^ expa^ 

.'iiating till he became haarfe on the 

beauty ©f virtue, truth of afting, 

rule of sTight^ ffttnefs of things, £?c. 

,// will from Jhence fponteneoujly follotju^ 

.that dive/ling ourfelves of all confidence 

in any vasz^xv^xy firength 'or reSlitude 

cf our own^ we are Jo rely folely m 

.him^ through whofe preventing grace 

.alone J we can acquire force to accom'- 

plifhy or jven will any thing really 

good. 

The reader has no right to expeQ an 

.apology for the jimpliaity^ inelegance^ 

and oftenji perhaps^ impropriety of jlik 

in which the jollowing thoughts ,ant 

Slivered. // is but of late they have 

,bee» 
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Bitn much acquainted with purity cf 
didiion in England. Andy although 
fitce the beginning of the frefent century 
(not to mention the very few well written 
eompofitions of the Iq/ij fuch as thofe of 
Clarendon, Temple, and TillotfonJ* 
moji Engli/h publications of note have' 
been unexceptionable in point of language y, 
and that^ even now y the produiiions of 
a Warburton, Hume,. Kaims,, 
Johnfon, Dalrymple, Burfcej.Robert-^ 
Ion, Phillips, Gerrard; Litrieton,* 
Hurd, Leland, Wharton, Goldfmith,, 
and many more^ are juftly no lefs ad^ 
mired for the terfe^ point edy florid^ 
and eloquent manner in which the writers' 
ordinarily cowoey their fentiments than- 
they are often for thcfubtlety and folidity 
of the fentiments themfelveSy Jiilly /> 
not the advantage of a brilliant elocution- 
deemed fo indifpenfably neceffary^ buPthat 
works remarkably defeSiive in that par '^ 
ticular have fometimes met with a very 
goad reception. For, not to fpeak of 

a 3 Chan- 
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Chancellor Bacon, Hobbes,^ and 
Harrington^ works y together with 
many other ejkemed publications to^-- 
Wards the beginning and middle of Iqfi 
century y which ^ notwithjianding the 
multitude of exceptions that lye again/l 
their Jiile^ are in every bodies hands ^ it 
is well known how plainly and heavily 
Mr. Locke, and how faultily and 
eoarjly^ not to: fay vulgarly ^,Mv..yi2X\-^ 
devilie generally exprejfed themfelves^,, 
though fo. near our own time. . 

Certainly y if defedis. of this fort are' 
$ver- looked in any. writings y, it is in 
works of feienc^ or phildfophy. they are , 
mqfi intttled to par don. ^ Oh fuch fub^ 
jehs the inquirer;^ commonly morejiudious^ 
of things than v/ordSy,feeks among the- 
latter for thefe only that may convey his; 
meaning with . precifion ;: littJe folicitous; 
about their beauty or arrangement^ pro- 
dded they afford no room for eajiivo^- 
' cation or mifconception. . A^d indeed^ 
evin^jjiill^ mo^ ferious and reafoiiable 

readers. 
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readers ftem to require Utile more^ with 
refpeSlto diHionj tn works «/" argumen- 
tation or in fuch as treat of abftrule 
matters^^/ tolerable propriety and clear^ 
nefs : and of any confiderahfe failure in 
the lafi moji ejential quality^ I mean^ 
perfpicuity, we have not ^ it is prefumed^ 
given them much caufe to complain in 
the prefent performance. 

What was^ however^ Jujl faid coA- 
cerning the inferiority of this work in 
point of diStionto the produdlions of fe- 
veral of the author'' s cotemporaries^ did 
not proceed from a vain expeftation <f 
being able by that or any other confeffion 
to deprecate the vengeance of thole who 
Jhalt read it^ TChe novelty /wa unpo- 
pularity of the fentiments and argu^ 
ments difperfed throughout the ejfay are, 
if the book be not thought altogether too 
contemptible for criticifm^ fi^cient ta^ 
expofe the writer to public refentmenty 
Uke the late MandeviUe. E^ery En- 
glifhman^ who Jhalt attack him will 

a 4 imagine 
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imagine he is vindicating the eaUfe oj 
his country and of humanity. And 
bad not the author ^ by the confidence 
with which he advanced whatever ap- 
peared to him founded on truths and by 
the refpediful notions he every where 
profejfes to entertain of whatever relates 
to religion,, done more than enough to 
excite againji him the wrath ^^ of a 
*^ wicked and perverfe generations^ 
another fingle circumfiance would havl^y 
perhaps^ produced that effedl : and this 
circumftanee is, the prefsnt being if not 
the authors firft work at leqfl his firft 
publication^ 

Every one, not an utter franger to t1^ 

malignity of th^ nvortd, is thoroughly 

fenfible how animated alt ranks of men 

generally are againji whoever dare^, for 

the firft time, obtrude himfelf upon their 

acquaintance, provided alw^ays the per- 

formance he offers the public be any way 

tolerable. For Jlrangely bafe as the 

following fa£l will appear y it is never- 

thelefs 
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fhelefs indubitably true^ that — // is when 
a work is beji executed^ that its author is 
mo/1 detejlea. Some few words or fen^ 
fences which may be weak^ improper ^ or 
liable to b&prefented in a ridiculous light 
are then the only noticed^ even fo as to 
become a by- word, or Jianding jcii * ; 
and hundreds' of pages ^ containing no- 
thing exceptionable^ Jhall with all their 
perfeBions^ be pajjed over in flence. 
Let a performance be ill written and 
unconnected in the manner ; common^ 
Jlolen^ and every way defpicable tra/h in 
the matter, and then the perfon who 
wrote it /hall be much lefs abufedy 
Jlandered and hated *, fo true and inge- 
nious is the author of the Rambkr'^ 
obfervationy when he fays : ^' It is im-^ 

• The writer has particularly in view the 
envious and pitiful ridicule, which news-paper 
critics have taken fo much pains for feverai 
months paft to fallen on a single pafTage of 
MeiT. Johnfon and Stevens's late edition of 
Shake/peare^ confiAing of ten large o£tava 
volumes. 

^* pojible 
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fojjihle to mingle In any converfation^y 
"without obferving the difficulty^ with 
** which a new name makes its way- 
*' into the world. 'The jirjl appear-- 
ance of excellence unites multitudes 
againji it^ unexpected oppojition rifes 
upon every Jide ; the celebrated and 
** the obfcure join in the confedEt- 
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CHAPTER THE First. 

Introduction — Man not having the llv^ 
ingfaithj by which the Creator is loved, 
luith a love of preference, is necejfarily 
wicked, and transfers all his affec* 
tion to himfelf. 

GREAT difputes have arifen of 
late years, between writers on 
morality, concerning fome of 
the leading principles^ or moll important 
ionclufions^ of that ftudy, Thefe con- 
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tefts have been carried on with fo much 
heat, and fo little candor, that they arc 
become a fort «of national, or religious 
quaiT^I . Nothing can well be advanced 
by Rochefaucault, la Bruiere^ J^/prit^ and 
tOther French authore, which is not im- 
mediately contradicted by Mr. Hume^ 
Lord Shaftejbury^ Mr. Sterne^ or fome 
rother Britifli apologift, for the corrupt 
heart of .man. No propofition is folong 
efiablifhed, or has been fo fdlidlv de- 
inonftrated in Italy and Finance, relative 
to the vafi depravity of human nature, 
unmeliorated by fanftifying grace, but 
in England we of late find it fiigma- 
tized with the n^mes of ^leerij mi/an" 
tbropy^ and faljhood. To hear thefe apo- 
logifts fpeak, there is neceffarily no cor- 
ruption or bftfenefs whatever^ in the ge- 
neral conduft of men, even ^hen not 
fuppofed partakers of the purifying 
grace, merited for us by our Redeemer. 
From which tenet it will follow, that 
the Mediator died gmtts : that we have 
no abfolute need to fupplicate him, t% 
deliver us from 2^ evil (from Jin princi- 
;pally, by far the grcateft) fince^ iBot- 
withftanding .our iorefiither^s tranfgre^ 

iuan. 



:&oti^ our nature is "(HU erefff ^d not 
'^/(^^incapable of gcodneis : anci that^ 
there is little '<9r iio occafidn for hb 
^omnipotent hand to lead us to virtue, 
as it is poffible for us to atrive.at it 
^without him. 

Thefe fiioCking doncluiiofas, which 
l;q[ramediatcly follow from the worfe than 
Pelagian doftrine we oppofe, arc quali- 
fied oy thofe who fuppwt them in effeft, 
hy m^taining prindples that necefla- 
l-ily lead to thcm,-*-they are, I fay, ho- 
nored with the ill-4nerited appellations 
'o£ urbanity 9 good humors eniarged notions^ 
focial love J Or regard for the dignity of 
'Cur nature.*-^Bixt the pretended love of 
jnankind thefe writers boaft of^ wheft 
they feduce their brethren by filch £dfb 
^nd pernicious adulation, is, as a cer- 
tain author «n a like occafion terms it« 
the love of courtiersyi ifot that of chri^ 
tians ^. It is felling thettt the poifon- 
©us copper of Jlattery^ for the pure gold 
i)£ fraternal reproof. They have deceived 

* Charitas ifla charitas aaliroram eft SM 
chrlfUaooruffl, Sec. 

Bellar. cone, de S. Battho!. 
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people by beatifying them — by proclainii-' 
jng loudly that their irrational delireS' 
were not at all in arms againft them ; 
by telling them, there is no material 
difference between the flavei7 of Egypt?, 
under the tyranny of the paffions, and 
-the freedom we enjoy, when, our op- 
preffors being Gverwhel-med through 
the goodnefs of God, we are at liberty 
to put ourfelves wholly under the guid- 
ance of his luminous and fortifying 
grace. — They have flatted cujhiens under 
their readers arms; -*fand, like the falfe 
prophets, enveighed againft in the lu^ 
mentations, they dreamt of vain and lying 
merits and perfeftions ^ in human na- 
ture, and diverted their indigent fel- 
low creatures, from humbly begging at 
ihe ffot of the crofsy for virtues, which 
they neither had, nor ever ihall be able 
to acquire otherwife. 

Were that wonderful dialeftitian and 
moralift Nicole living, thefe unchrif* 
tian attempts would, not be made by 
fuch puny reafoners, as the late authors 
we complain of ; or, at leaft, would hofe 
have been fo often made with impi> 
iiiCy» 
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But thefe errors are not confined to 
1x)oks : for as thofe who have once de- 
parted from truth, in any ejfential pointy 
are for ever finking from a deep preci- 
pice to a deeper ; lo in the prefent cafe» 
public teachers of note were not alhamed 
lately, to declare theB[ifelves,ievcn in their 
fulpits^ profeffed vindicators of, and en-* 
comiafts on, the unjujlified race afAdanu 

Although,^ rom his infancy, all a man's 
thoughts are turned to evil\ that pov:er^ 
and ultimately Jelf-applaufe^ are the ob- 
jeAs he pursues inceffantly, and with 
all his might; although Jiis bowels 
muft, on that accoimt, (as we have 
*clfcwhere already in part flie wn *) be full 
of cruelty towards his fpecies ; and that 
nothing but a vidtorious grace from 
God, can recall him from feeking his 
corrupt y^^ in every aftion; thefe great 
truths, fo well fupported by exprefs 
t^ftimonies from fcripture, delivered 
^Jown to us by the wife preachers of 
the chriftian faith, ^onfirm/ed by the 
T.eafoning and experience of fucceeding 
times, refpeded and admitted hereto* 
dfore by the heterodox themfelves, arc, 

* in. a work not yet publiftied. 
:- - >A 3 ' this 
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dns centttry, traduced and oppofed, with 
the moft fhamelefs effrontery, by feveral 
eloquent and ingenious, though incon- 
fiderate authors in Great Britain, who* 
are daily torturing their imaginations,. 
to find out fophifms,. that may exalt 
man^ and deprefs God. For, to what elfe- 
tend fo many efforts made to prove, that 
human nature, even eonfidered in an> 
unjujitjitdjlate^ is not full of every fort 
of corruption, but to infinuate, that 
there is not all that neceffity for the 
grace of our Saviour Jefus Chrift to rec- 
tify it, which the holy fathers and other 
judicious perfons have conftantly main- 
tained? The few moralifts, who, in^- 
England, ftill adhere to the good old- 
principles, on the prefent queftion, after 
the example of HobBes and Mandeville^ 
and who, however fincerely they may 
love their fellow-creatures and them- 
felves, refufe neverthelefs to flatter 
them at the expence of tKe glory of 
their Creator's grace, of the veracity of 
holy-writ, and every other fort of evi* 
dence — thefe are all of late branded 
with the odious names of man-^haterSy 
enthufiajls^ and enemies tQ the ffecies^ 

But 



I r T 

But they who maligp them dius, are 
themfelves real enemies to tb^ crojs of 
CbrtA ; whofe virtue they impHcitly de- 
traa from^ as often as they deny that 
all men are liars ^ unlefs rendered true 
by its efficacy : that without the graces 
derived from it, the ways of all flejh ar& 
neceflarily corrupt and abominable : that 
when one is not nailed to it, he can 
have no other occupation hut feeding 
fwinej that is, his beaftly appetites, in a"' 
dijiant country^ or building up the con^- 
fufed tower of his ormi f elf conceit* 

Yet fo little do thefe writers feem fen- 
lible of all this, that nothing is heard^ 
among them, on every fide, but longs 
difcourfes^ on the imaginary gentlenefsj 
moderation^ benevolence^ humanity^ and 
charity of man— of Gop not a fentence ;. 
tliough whether they acknowledge, or 
indirectly conteft it, it is no lefs certain 
that, without being a conftant debtor 
to his munificence, their mirerable,/>r^zj/^'- 
deluded man cannot pofiefs^ an atom of 
thefe, or any other valuable qualities* 
We are deafened once a month, or of* 
tener, with the mock-goodnefs of Titus^ 
Trajany Antoninus ^ Ari^ides^ and a mul* 

A 4 titude 
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{itude of other impious perfons, whom 
God has eternally rejefted. So that 
until thcfe writers fliall prove to us, that 
they are bett$r informed, of what ejfentt^ 
ally conftitutcs goodnefs, than the Lord, 
Of that he condemns the good to ever* 
lafting mifery, we nmft continue, after 
our ancient doftors, to affert, that the 
men in queffion were ncfj nor, "without 
faithj could not be good, and that thofe 
who of late fo much extol them, fuf- 
fered themfelves to be deceived by the 
appearance of virtues, which their boafted 
good men did not really poffefs. 

But ihould our adverfaries anfwer, 
that it is our bufinefs firft to prove the 
reprobation of the above perfonages, 
before we call upon them to fupport 
the affertions relative to their goodnefs : 
in this they can be readily indillged, as 
we have only to refer them to the fcrip- 
tures, w^here, in eveiy page it is de- 
clared, Firft, that without God one can 
do nothings that is, nothing meritorious 
of falvation. 

Secondly, Th^t God is not with a man 
who has not faith ; therefore fuch a 
inzn can do nothing meriting felvation. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That doing nothing mtri^ 
torious of f^lvation, he is not a good 
Tind faithful fen'^ant, but a bad one ; a 
Have to the devil ; an accurfed, per- 
verfe, wicked, hateful^ ignominious 
veffel of wrath. 

From thefe principles, every where 
to be met with in fcripture, in the fame, 
or equivalent terms, it will neceffarily 
follow, that Titusy to fingle him out 
particularly, becaufe x)ur adverfaries of- 
ten infift on the fham rectitude of his 
conduct, when they argue, or rather 
declaim, againfl the religious, and but 
too-experimentally evident, account we 
have of man*s utter depravity — we muft, 
Ifary, infer from the above propofitions 
fo frequently repeated in holy-writ, and 
which manifeftly admit of none but he 
moll literal interpretation, that Titus ^ for 
inftance, not hzwing faith j hadnotGorf 
«— and not having <lod, could not be 
good : but that, on the contrary, he 
muft have been an abominable felf-wor^ 
j!&//j^^r, transferring the love of preference^ 
due by fo many titles to the Creator, 
on him/elf \ doing every thin^ finally iov 
iiimfelf ) and thus became a moft facri- 

legiou5 
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tegk>BS idolater^ by fetting up the un- 
worthy idol oifeif^ and adoring it in-^ 
fiead of Almighty God. 



CHAPTER THE Second. 

Not finding the expefled happinefi in hiin— 
felf, ajier he had withdrawn his love 
from his Maker y he hopes to attain to it 
by the ajjijlance of the Creatures, — and' 
bowi 

Mr AN having defcended^ by the 
^ gradations briefly pointed out in 
the laft chapter, to fuch a deplorable 
abyfs of corruption, as to feek his chief 
good or happinefs in himfelf and by him-- 
fetf independantly of i&/;w,,who is effen^- 
tial goodnefs^ immediately feels a fright- 
ful, and almoft entire deprivation of 
that felicity, he prefumptuoufly expefted 
to attain, by contemplating, like his 
Maker, his ewn perfeilions. His perfec- 
tions, however exaggerated by his pomr 

plaiiant 
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plaifant ima^nation) are far from afford^ 
ing him that reft or fatisfa&icn in bim^ 
felf^ which he vainly hoped they would^ 
Not finding dien in himfelf, on whom 
he had transferred his affeAion, that 
complete hapftnefs^ which God alone can 
confer^ he goes in quefr of it, among a* 
variety of exterior obje^Sj which, whea 
on trial he has found alfo infufficient 
for his purpofe, he at once changes ta 
fearch for others, never defpairing to 
arrive by one method or another, at the- 
thorough felicity for which he was cre- 
ated, and which, as we faid, God alone 
could have communicated. 

When I afferted a man expefts exte- 
rior cbjedis will aid him, in his fearch 
after the happinefs, which^ fo foon as. 
he forms a Judgment on his condition, 
he, at the fame inftant, perceives him- . 
felf not yet in the poffeffion -of, or at 
leaft not fo thoroughly^ as te* quiet his 
unbounded defires, I would not be un- 
dei-ftood to have meant, he could pofli- 
bly fink fo lowj as to fancy them out- 
ward things, agents in the laft aSl^ by 
which, according to him, his felicity W 

tOi 
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to be for ever completed. No — he ftill 
retains too juft a fenfe of his original 
dignity^ to expeft complete enjoyment, 
in any thing elfe than himfelf^ or by any 
thing but his own i>peration. This ope- 
ration, I fuppofe, every one will imme- 
diately a^pprehend to he an ad of the 
underyiandingj man's principal part, and 
from any thing inferior to, or lefs inti- 
mate than, v/hurh, it is impoifible, a ra- 
tional (Creature can hope for the final 
completion of his felicity ^. But the in- 
tire fatisfadion he, as was faid, failed 
of, on his firfi taking an intelledual 

• Boetius*s definition (if he intended it as one) 
oi felicity, when in his third hook he fays it is 
" fiatus cmnium bonorum congregatlone perfec^ 
** ft/j," is not contrary to what metaphyficians 
and divines demonftratc,- and which we fup- 
pofed in the text, viz. that happinefs confifts 
in a perfeSl operation of the mind. For, as fub- 
tk reaifoners .have all cady well remarked, x\\t 
conful only meant to take notice of what was to. 
be found. in a (late of thorough blifs^ without 
having any purpofe to determine precifcly the 
ejfence of fupreme enjoyment, or by what parti- 
cular aftion or paflion man poflcfles it, which 
i« the obje^ of the latter hyiavmoreexaSl deft* 
.tutloa. ' 

•whea 
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Vit"^ of himfelf, he hopes to render 
thoroughly complete by means of the 
t)ther created beings. Thefe are then 
to be ufed only as fupfkmentary helpsy 
•or additions to that portion of fatisfacr- 
tion, he already enjoys : and from the 
union of both^ he cxpefts his happinefs 
will become round and perfcft. It is 
not, after all, in them^ he places, or 
from them he expeAs happinefe, it is in 
'himfelf with their ajfiflance. It is not 
dn a paflive dependance on, but much 
rather in an ahfolute fuperiority over 
them, he makes his well-being to con- 
fift. The operation from which he fo 
impatiently waits his full fatisfaftion, he 
well judges, is not to come from be- 
-ings that are not parts of his fubftance, 
but from himfcJf. And this operation 
is no other than an aft of the underftand- 
ing. This cxpefted aft of the mind, 
may *be formed into the following fyl- 
logifm. " To apprehend myfelf perfeEiy 
** as I now do J I '^luji want nothing : hut 
one who^ like me^ is obeyed by atl trea* 
tures is in no want : therefore I jud^fi 
my felf perfect .^^ To arrive at the un- 
^t4ainahte condition, cxpreffed by the 

iac- 
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'fixregoing faulty argument, a man, 3 
;again repeat it, on the failure of the tes- 
timony of his own underftanding in his 
favour, begs the co-operation of other r^ 
tional and irrational creatures, not in 
-order to be happy ^in or Ay, but only 
with them* Thus, forexan^ple, acpn- 
^ueror, 4n puriuit of empire, cannot 
imagine the extenfive dominions, when 
fubdued, will render him happy ; for 
this would be making the defired good 
an agent J and himfeif only a patient ift 
the tranfadion : whereas felicity necef- 
farilv confifts in ^ferfeSl ad of the un* 
derfianding. What the fupqpofed ambi- 
idous perfon expe&s, on acquiring the 
Sovereignty, or other propofed tempo* 
ral advantage is, that on being in pe^ce* 
able pofTeffion of this objed of his 
wifiies, his underftanding mall thereby 
be enabled to pronounce or apprehend 
him completely happy. And it is in this 
judgment or determination of the mind^ 
<hat felicity is ejfentially and finally to 
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CHAPTER THE Third. 

2Di/appoint,ed in the hopes he had formed of 
bein^ made happy by the creatures, 
which at no time he can ever hve but 
^for his own fake, he conceives fenti^ 
ments of extreme wjMtb and hatred 
againji them. 

IN the firft dhapter we have fecn man 
unenlighted by faith, confe^uently 
not animated by charity^ refuting t© 
take the Creator for his clmfgood^ and 
turnino; away from that fpirit, who, be- 
ing infinitely perfeft, xould atone fatif- 
fy nis injSnite defires. In the fame place, 
•we found him feeking the accomplifh- 
*ment of thefe infinite defires in and by 
himfe(fy though he be only z finite crea- 
ture. In the fecond chapter we took 
•notice -^©f his falling v^r^JS^^^ of the ex- 
ipefbed felicity, after his defertion from 
&od, and converfion towards himjelf. 
We alfo obferved 4:hc thorough ienfe 
lieimmediafeely entertained ^of his failure; 

bis 
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Ms then begging the ajftjlance of other 
creatures, hoping, by the fupplies his, 
wants will receive from them, to find 
himfelf eafy at kft, and in full pofleflion 
of that happinefs, which muft ever be 
defeftive and infuflScient, while the leaji 
of his innumerable defires remains un- 
fatisfied. We are now to confider his 
negotiations with thefe creatures, how he 
is afFefted towards them, and with what 
fentiments they look on him. 

Mortified and dejefted, on not find- 
ing in himfelf the rcpofe he expefted, 
man at firit becomes an humble fuiter to 
all the objefts of fenfe, piteoufly crying 
out to them, like E/au, to Jill him with 
whatever portions of good they pofiefs, 
that, by the union of fo many goods, 
his defires may at length, by being fa- 
tisfied, become quieted, and himfelf con- 
fequently happy. He perfuades himfelf, 
thefe creatures can in fad afford the 
important helps to thorough felicity, he 
applies to them for. He alfo cherilhes 
hopes that as they, according to him, 
have the power, fo they will have the 
inclination, to lend him their afliftance. 
Without thefe hopes he could not at all 

proceed 
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proceed to Pi&ion ; hope of attaining to 
a delired advantage being the impuljive 
caufe to all motion. 

Expelling then, at firft, a hearty com- 
pliance with his inclinations, in the in- 
ferior beings we fpoke of, man, it muft 
be confeffed, is, in tht beginnings moved 
with fovfie good-wiU towards creatures, 
from whom, he promifes himfelf fuch 
vaft advantages. But this affedion, if 
at any time it deferves that name, is of 
very fhort duration^ as we fhall foon 
fee. Even while it may continue, no- 
thing can 1)6 lefs diiinterefted* 

Man having withdrawn his afiedion 
from his Maker, muji necejfarily transfer 
it on himfelf. His own exiftence, unity, 
prefervation, and well-being' muft ;i<?w 
engrofs his whole folicitude. This is 
not man's cafe alone: all exiftences 
whatever, not in a ftate of grace or 
beatitude, manifefting their chief, and 
in a manner, only concern, each after 
its own way, about their individual be- 
ing, prefervation, unity of their feveral 
fubftances, as well as about the modes of 
exiflence moil fuitable, or (amoog fuch 
as are endowed with underftaqiding) 

B ^ apprc- 
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apprehended moft agreeable to theiT' 
nature. Tliu$« ta inftance in the in« 
fenfible creation, fire tends naturally to 
maintain itfelf in being ; to enlarge and 
communicate itfelf, in order to be far- 
ther removed from non-exijlence ; and to 
afcend, as being a mode of exiftence 
more fuitaUe to it, than to delcend. 

Not only, then, all irrational and 
inanimate creatures, tending principally 
to advance their own well-being, but att 
rational one», without a fuftrnaturat 
graUy making themfelves th-e centres 
of every deliberate aftion — the angular' 
ftones of every edifice, whatever fitre 
or difinterejted regard a man may profcfs 
for niends, relations, and others, he can 
never love them for their fake, hwtfor his 
own* Confidered in themfelves j and as 
mdependant of, or unctMinefted with 
him, indifference^ or rather averjion are 
the only fenfations they excite; but 
while he views them as means that may 
contribute to his happinefs, they are 
then, it istrue,yir a while ^ plcafing and 
dear to him.^ Thus, a perfon thinking 
himfelf in want of a laborer, while the ' 
fenfc of that want continues, looks on 

the 
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th* workman, who comes to ofitr MrtL 
his fervice, ynth eyes of benevolence. 
People even not only wifli the being, > 
but alfo the well-being of creatures, not* 
of their own fpecies, while they appre- 
hend thfem advantageous to theififefves* 
The horfe to be emplcryed for a jour- 
tiey, the coat to be ufed fot a fcovering, 
the bread one preflfed with hunger, i& 
about to eat, faife no inimical errtbfions, 
but the contr^tfy in thofe^ whofe real Or 
im^giriary nefceffitieS they are goitig to 
relieve. But this good-will, eithfer to- 
wards rational or irrational creatures, * 

is 

♦ it was pufpofed to inquire into man's ton- 
duft towards the irrational and inanimate part 
6f the creation ; his conftaht attempts to rule 
over them, and fubjeft them to his irncontfoaled 
caprice \ ta point out his fenfations, on' finding 
hiinfelf fuccefsful or difappointed, in iht whole 
or in patt of thefe endeavours, &c. &c; But 
not knowing how inquiries of this fort would 
be received, we poflponed the publication of 
our fentiments on that head, as we have done 
of another moral work, mentioned in the pre- 
face, and have confined ourfelves, in the prefcnt 
treatife, folely to the confideration of t^e ty^ 
ranny fought for, with unremitting ardor, by 

B 2 every 
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is by no means lajiingy for the foIlo\r-v 
ing reafons : 

Man, difappointed of thorough feli- 
city in htmfelf^ is ftill more fo, when he 
feeks it out of him/elf. Were it pofSble 
he could arrive at tht fulnefs of content 
he is in queft of, it would be more na- 
tural to expeft it from himic]£ folely^ 
than from the often uncertain, always 
trivial contributions, extorted from the 
creatures about him, whom, notwith^ 
ftanding, he is every day courting, for 
{omt fcrafs of the little good they pof- 
fefs, though none of the beings our 
man is thus perpetually fueing to, be 
any of them fuperior to himfelf in fub- 
fiance, neither are any of them fo in- 
timately connefted with his own indivi* 
dual nature, and therefore not fuch live* 
ly reprefentations to him of that unity ^ 
from which content is derived, and aug- 
ments in proportion as people approach 
towards the aforefaid happinefs-confer^ 

every man, in oppofition to the reft of his fpe- 
cies, together with fome of the moft important 
confequences fefulting from.ihefe unjuft pur- 
fiiits : thefe being naatters, in which we all aj>- 
pear to be more immediately intereficd, 

ring 



ring unity. But to avoid metafh^cs as 
much as poflible, and come to the proof 
of my propo/Ition, relative to the JborU 
nefs of time^ that man's regard for any 
other creature, can poffibly fubfift, on 
which fo many of the fubfequent con- 
clufions and obfervations in this eflky 
are built — I fay then, in as clear terms 
as I am able, that none of the outward 
things, among which we lately left our 
ill-fated man gathering up remnants of 
felicity, being ever able to fatisfy his 
immenfe capacity for happinefs, which 
he becomes thoroughly fi?nfible of, foon 
after he has been for fome time in the 
enjoyment of one or mo|*e of them, he 
abandons fuch, whofe inability to ren- 
der him completely happy, he has ex- 
perienced, and betakes himfelf to the 
purfuit of fome objeft or objefts, where 
he yet hopes to find that long defired, 
though always unattainable, happinefs. 
Now we already acknowledged that ex- 
terior creatures, fuch as men, women, 
&c. while a perfon continues to fancy 
their fociety will be produdive of fatif- 
faftion to him, are kindly treated by 
him, though never as was already faid 

B 3 for 



for their ftkes, but his own. No fooner, 
however, does he perceive how void 
and unfatisfied they ftill leave his heart, 
but he cafts them oflF difgujled^ and al- 
ways, if he thinks he has power to do 
it with fafety to himfelf, wreaks his 
vengeance on them, for not conferring 
the happinefs he expefted, and which, 
they had not the ability to communi- 
cat^. 

Nothing, certainly, can be more un- 
juft than the difpleafure thus conceived 
by a man, againft every rational and irra- 
tional creature about him, however dear 
to him lately, becaufe, forfooth, he ex- 
perienced an inanity in them, which, if 
lie had not wilfully blinded himfelf, he 
•would have been fenfible, was the cafe 
without trial J and therefore would have 
neither expede4 nor looked for any 
thing elfe, nor indeed have had further 
cpnnedion with them, but what he 
could UQt well avoid. Yet fo aftonifli-t 
ingly unreafonable in his conduft, is 
every fon of the frefumptuous Adam^ 
that this man will now infalliby do 
every beiHg within his reach all the 
mfchief he poflibly can, becaufe they 
' ■ did 
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did not beftow zfulnefs offatufaSllon on 
him, which they had not themfelves^ 
and of which, perhaps, they had fcarce- 
ly a confufed idea, — But not to leave 
our adverfaries room to accufe us of 
'running on, after their own method, 
with many words ind few reafons, let 
lis return to the argument, and en- 
deavour to illuftrate itill more what 
was afErmed, to wit, that fuch of us 
as arc not purified by the Holy Ghoft's 
refiding in us, muft neceflarily bfc rw- 
tnies to all creatures, as well to the 
irrational and inanimate, as to thofe 
of our own fpecies, of whom alone wc 
are to treat in this efTay* 
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bour the flighteft doubt, but all his Tufl: 
expe^ations will be anfwered, in the 
moft ample manner. Thus far, he and 
thefe creatures live in a ftate of tolera- 
ble harmony. Woe to fuch, however, 
as have any reliance, upon it. It was 
an union founded on the moft Jiupid 
error, and will end, if he be not defti- 
tute of power^ in the moft wanton in- 
jujlice. For no fooner does a man dif- 
cover, the object or objefts, from whom 
he waited for fuch wonderful i2Xisf2i6iion^ 
either adminifter him no content at all, 
or not near fo much as he expefled^ but 
his former tendemefs towards them va- 
niflies, and leaves room for a moft ex- 
cef&ve anger^ and confequently a moft 
violent defire of renjenge. Many caufes 
concur to render the hatred, or anger 
rather, we fpeak of, extreme. Here are 
fome of the principal : 

Firil, Di£ippointment makes a per- 
fon diflktisfied with himfelf, and difpefis 
|iim to be fo with others. 

Secondly, Hatred, as Tacitus well 
pbferves j will be only the more virulent , 
for its being ill-founded aiul unreafon*- 
jiljlc. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Our man is not yet con«» 
vinced but them exterior objeas. mi^^ht 
have rendered him happy ; and that 
they in faft .did mt^ he imputes. to ///- 
V^ifl ov. contempt^ not to inability. Now 
fcorn or ill-will (for all ill-will implies 
more or lefs contempt) are the very rfi- 
red movers to anger. And this laft paf-^ 
fion impels, as every one knows, to the 
deftruSlion of whatever gave rife *"o it, 
Txiat is, a perfon. in anger, in order to 
recover that regard and confideration, 
of which. he thinks himfelf unjujily de^ 
f rived by difdain, muft, according to 
the natural impulfe of the paffion, en- 
deavour that the objeft, by which he 
fancies himfelf offended, ihould either 
^ot be^ or fliould be rruferable } and more-* 
oyer, that this non-exillence or mifery 
ihould be his own proper work. .For 
then only, does he believe, he has really 
recov^ered the rank he held in his o.wa 
eyes, when by his (?«;« ftrength he an- 
nihilates, or renders the being miferable^ 
that fought to degrade him from it,^ 
Such is the tendency of anger in every, 
Jiage — allowing no doubt, as in all other, 
inclinations, fo i^ thiPa. for tj><? greater 

pr^ 



[ 28 ] 

or lejfer eagernefs it may proceed with, 
proportioned to the degree of emotion, 
it is adhially agitated by. We do not 
mean to call in qiieftion or confound 
the more or lefs^ in all human inclina- 
tions whatfoever, whether virtuous or 
vicious ; nor to contend, that the paf- 
fion now under examination, in parti- 
cular, flics to its grati/ication, with 
fuch rapid vehemence, when weak or 
in its infancy, as when full grown, and 
arrived at thorough maturity. We 
infift, neverthelefs, its direftion is al- 
ways ihtfame. — We contend — whether 
it moves as yet, on flow and uncertain 
wings, or whether well fed, vigorous^ 
and keen in the purfuit, it outrides the 
winds— ^that ravage and dejiruclton are 
equally the points it aims at, by the 
chace ^. Rcfentment is never fo feeble, 
but that, though its maw may not to- 
tally devour, its talons will at leaft tranf- 
fx^ and lacerate its prey. From carnage 

* Sophocles fays, nothing but death can faiif- 
fy his paflioa, or to deliver his fenfe more lite- 
rally, can render it old : 

alone^ 
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alcne^ does it cxpcQ. fatiefy : and to cart- 
ilage it always darts, witn an impetuo- 
lity of flight, correfponding to the de* 
gree of its enmity^ This, — I repeat it 
once more, — is its direft tendency ; for 
all paflions have tendencies and move- 
ments as natural and necejfaryy as any 
celeftial or terreftrial bodies; as are 
thcfe, for example, by which heavy 
pieces of mattfcr, defcend, when not 
obftnifted, to the center : and each paf- 
fion in particular, has its own uniform^ 
Jlated motion, from which it no more 
departs, than the fun, moon, and other 
heavenly bodies do, from theirs. 

To the above motives to anger and 
revenge, we may add ^ fourth^ to wit, 
that the fight of creatures by whom, or 
rather in whom, a man expei-ienced fo 
mortifyinjg; a difappointment, would be 
produftive of infinite humiliation to 
him. For he would be reminded there- 
by, either that he mjiook the means of 
his happinefs, which muft be painful, 
becaufe, thefe refleftions tend to con- 
vid him of a defe£l of underftanding, 
which, as well as the fenfe of all other 
defefts or imperfedions, is certainly 

not 
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tiot a little difagreeable j or rather, the)!^ 
would be perpetual memorials of hisf 
want of 'power y to compel them to iafFord 
the enjoyment he expefted, and ^hich 
they j he imagines, might hiave beftowed* 
But want of power being alfo a defeat ^ 
the recollection, that the aforefaid crea-* 
tures were the occafions, if hot caufes,* 
of a man's being expofed t6 fuch mor- 
tifications, would accelerate their ruin/. 
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CHAPTER THE Fifth. 

Had he power he would foon deftroy every 
creature he had any connexion witb^ 
through vexation at the difappointment, 
mentioned in the two lajl chapters. 

IN oppofition to what we faid laft. It 
may perhaps be demanded, if a man 
only looks on a creature as a means to, 
or part of, the felicity he expefts, and 
therefore, even according to us, loves 
it, no matter now whether for its iake 
or his own, why may he not be fup* 
pofed |jp confider it, for a long continue 
ance ii^time, as advantageous to his 
prefent or future welfare j and there- 
fore not, as we contend^ immediately 
pafs from a ftate of fome fort of, at leall 
intcrefted and felfifh, love towards it, 
to one of difguft and hatred ? 

I anfwer — Ido not take upon me to 

determine, how long a man's good-will 

towards any fet of creatures may con- 

. tinue J but I think, from the principles 
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laid down above, it will follow, thaC 
this affe6tion miift be very tranfitory. It 
IS true, it may often fubfide, and often 
again revive : but to remain for any 
confiderable time in vigor feems impojji^ 
bh. 

Man enters into connexions with the 
beings about him, with fuch wilder-- 
peftations, that as thefe beings muft for 
ever fail, in anfwering the impojjible hopes 
conceived of them, fo muft he be for 
ever moved with grief, and vexation, 
at every difappointment. He may make 
repeated trials of the fame creature or 
creatures, with the fame neceffary, 
though foolifli, imagination of receiv- 
ing beatitude from them, but thefe re- 
newed trials, being Hill attended with 
no better fuccefs than the former ones, 
ferve only to exafperate him ftill more 
and more. 

Perhaps (though he does not eftab- 
lifli i\xc\i principles as we go upon, or 
indeed few principles at all) it was con- 
fiderations of this fort, that induced 
Jvlonfieur la Brui'ere to affirm : there is 
no oney fo clofely united to us, by friend- 
fhip or Jove, but has, through attach- 
ment 
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tment to his own intereft, vety nenr dif" 
fojttions to break with us, and become 
our enemy ^. 

That this enmity not only may, but 
.that it alfo mujij happen, has already, I 
imagine, been fatisfiaftorily proved. 
That it will alfo foon happen, will, I 
think, eafily follow from the arguments 
ufed to fupport the former propolitions. 
However to prove this laft member 
(though it be very little efiential to our 
,paft or future reafoning) ftill more di- 
rcftly, 

Man is not only defirous of thorough 
faappinefs, but he is alfo in the utmojl 
impatience to enjoy it immediately. FeU- 
xity being the perfeSlion of his nature^ the 
^ndj at which ^very deliberate aftion or 

• Monf. la BruYerc's own words being ft ill 
ftronger and fuller, we ihall infert them in ihe 
original : ** II n'y a perfcnne au monde fi bien 
** liee avec nous de fociete et de bien veiilance, 
'' qui nous aime, qui nous go&te, qui nous fait 
** miUeofFresde fervices, etqui nous fcrtquclque- 
•* fois; qui n'ait en foi par l*attachment a foa 
** interct des difpofttions tres-proches 'k romprt 
M Avccnous, et ddevcnirnotre/wn^m/." 

CaraAeres^ p. 20 1, Par. 1714) onz. edit. 

C thought 
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tliougbt of his muft aim, whatever ob- 
jeft gives rife to the extravagant con- 
ceit, that it will afford him happinefs, 
among the other idle hopes it raifes, 
produces that alfo of caufing in a per- 
fon a confidence, that this happinefs- 
will thereby be veryfoon completed. He 
who, as we have feen, indulged the 
monflrous notion of finding happinefs 
where it never was, will not hefitate, 
in his hope of meeting it, at the firft or 
fecond fearch. The jSrfi error is by far 
the grofler^ and more repugnant to 
found fenfe. As then he found means 
to fwallow that, the other will go down 
without difficulty. And though he 
•every day fails in both cxpeftations, that 
is in finding happinefs in creatures, and 
finding it m them fuddenly, yet, as 
every one obferves, his ardor in the pur- 
fuit, cannot be, in the leaji^ checked 
thereby. The only effeft thefe difap- 
pointments have upon him, is to oblige 
him, on miffing his chief good in one 
ftreet, to look for it in another^ with 
ftill the fame fangulne hopes of finding 
it certainlyy and in a little time^ at the 
place to be next tried. 

It 
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It U the underjlanding^ that \% prima* 
frtly employed in this chace^ at leaft, in- 
afinuch as it prefents objeds to the 
ty/7/» which laft moves towards them, 
according as it apprehends \}^^^Xi good^ 
compelling the underjianding to the 
choice of the propereft means of arriving 
at their poffeffion. But neither under^ 
Jlanding x\ot willy can apprehend many 
objeds at the fame time \ the former be- 
ing limited to the determination of the 
truth of a ftngle matter, as the latter is 
to the fenfe it has of its goodnefs* Now 
the nnderHanding a'nd will, or, to fay all' 
in one word, man, adhering to fome exl 
terior objed and expecting blifs from it, 
finds his hopes foon fruftrated, in the 
manner more than once explained, 
which difappointment he imputing, a9 
we have Ihewn, principally to a want 
of inclination^ in the objeO^ to promote 
his welfare, muft be moved with /Wij^- 
nation againft it, and muft in confe- 
quence aim at its dejirudign^ and indeed 
at once aftually deftroy it, if not pre- 
vented hy fear, or fome other modifica- 
tion oifelflove, from injiantly puttings 

pa hif 
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liis avenging purpofes into ^execu^ 
.tidn*. 

Should 

• Maximus Tyrius gives a true and lively^ 
though perhaps over verbofe defcrlption, of the 
horrid enmity and confufion, which the jarring 
paffions of mankind incejfantly occafion^ betweea 
countrynien, intimates, and kindred. To pre- 
vent the lamentable mifchiefs, the clafhing 
Vhims and vices of men bring upon one another, 
he prefcribes no remedy, but friendJUp, But;, 
alas ! fuch a virtue, cannot, as we Aall, God 
willing, (hew, in a fubtequent work, take up 
its refidence, among the wicked. Even the 
very (hadow of that defirable affeaion, is not 
feen above once in three or four hundred years. 
So that if we are to find no fecurity among, of 
lafting good-will from each other, until the ^jc* 
altedfriendjhipy he talks of, becomes tmiverfal,, 
our cafe is dcfperatc indeed : it being, as was 
juft faid, impqffibU for us, to learn the praftice 
of that, or any other virtue, in the fchool of 
this world. Ah, why then did not the afore- 
faid writer, hit upon the only method, of put- 
ting a period to the cruel tvar, perpetually 
waged /or tribes, between man and man, which 
he has depi(^ed fo pathetically ? This only tne- 
' thod is a ferious application to our God and Sa- 

viour, that he may infpire us with mecknejs, and 
unfeigned brotherly love. He alwe can commu- 

nicate 
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Should he wait to receive, on a fe- 
f:ond or third trial, that enjoyment in 

nicate thefe virtues : and until he does, — though 
we may learn their names — difcourfe of them — 
"Write of them — define them — yet, (hall we 
be never able to practice them ; — and fhall, 
therefore, never long enjoy peace with others, 

or ourfelves. But to return to Maximus Ty* 

rius. — His melancholy account of our atrocious 
crimes, inconftancy to, and (hocking treatment 
of one another, is as follows : " obn irv o^sy^og 
fiyJiaq ajlucri^y a'K'ha marra li^rsXa km ca^pk hcu 
aTTira km haPs^pufMsva^ /xetos ^^ovh xa) opyrii nai 

^p6)7ruv ^iriyniJtaTOiv avipa av^pi avfATrerlaxo'vaj xat^ 
voXiV 'sro^Eiy xai yev®" yivti^ s to iot^ixov r^ lavix» 
ffovov^ Us TO ffoMTiov TO) arlixS^ &\Xa xai tuvas tuffiy 
xa) Safiiagioi^teSci, xai poionig 0oiuToT^a'UfAm^oyragy 
Hal a^nvaiHs St^vaioig^ xai ^ri^aing ^nfialoigy X4 xo* 
firming xo^iv^ioig^ (rtrn^y^^i xai amzrUg^ iso\hfMHgy 
iBavrag 'mdaiv tTrin^efAEVHg^ rig vtto tov ainov i'^iov 
uou rov alnov al^e^iX xa) rov ainov vofjcov, xsu ttv au" 
rriv ^uvYtv limag^ xa) riiv alnifv yriv vsfAOfAivHg^ xcH 
uap'Tnig rug owiig (nTiipLiviig<, xa) fMjrfi^ia ra eUna tc- 
^fjLEVsg* ig upiffa^si tsTx®' tv xcu voXig /Juoy 'mo^ 
>£fMiivrag^ CTrevh/jtivag' ofJuvivTag^ hrio^xovvrag' avv^ 
tSe/jLsvitgi fAsraTi^Sfj^vag' xa) 'mpo^aareig fjuxpag /ic-* 
'yirm xaxm* oig yap av to ^iXiTv Trig yvw/wnj kxTrpariy, 
mpuna S3»j otJ^i(y/jpia x\mv opyriv xai tapdrlBiv^** 

Cj the 



Ihe aforefaid objeft, he miffed of od 
the firft, then indeed, this fame obje(ft 
becomes a^ain dear to him, and conti- 
nues fo, while he yet conceives hopes, 
of its affording him the defired happi- 
nefs. Nfcverthelefs there is no doubt, 
but fooner or latter, grown defpcrate 
with fo many vain trials, and fuch cor- 
roding repulfes, he will, if at all in his 
power, make it account with a moft 
barbarous fevcrity, for difappointments, 
which, in juftice, he ought to impute 
^cnly to himfelf. 

I fay, the creature now grown fo odi- 
pus in his eyes, for not anfwering his 
impoilible expedlations, is notwithftand- 
ing intirely blamelpfs. For, though by 
•its exiftence, and the other advantages 
it may have been adorned with, it cer?- 
thinly poffeffes beauty or gooclnefs, in 
fomc inferior degree, yet is it altogether 
the man's own fault, to miftake thus 
^rofslvy that fmall portion of beauty or 
goodnefs he difcbvered in it, for the 
iiifreme goodnefs he was In fearch of. 
And therefore, when he pours down 
his vengeance on it, which he al>yay5 
j^pes, at leaft in defire^ if checked by 

lov« 
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love of felf-prefervation, from doing fo 
in fa6l^ he punifhes it for miflakes and 
faults, committtd folely by himfclf. 



CHAPTER THE Sixth. 

His acquaintance^ ivife^ children^ and 
other near kindred would frobably fall 
the firft viftims, to his revenge — ^ 
Another reafon^ why every man is an 
enemy to his whole /pedes — becaufe they 
. are all his rivals^ in the love of abfo- 
lutc power. 

IN the laft chapter we left our man 
full of rage againft, and meditating 
revenge on, every one, upon whom, he 
may, at any time, have built airy no- 
tions of felicity. Such as he is mpfl ac- 
quainted with, or who are connefted to 
him moft clofcly, by the tics of blood, 
or what they call friendfhip, are thofe 
wj)0 have moji reafin to dread his wrath ; 
becaufe, on account of thefe faqie con- 

C 4 nedions 
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neffions and intimacies, more "wzs ex* 
pedVed from them ^. 

It is not but all creatures whatfoever,. 
have the utmoft caufe, to apprehend 

♦ Scnfible authors have not thought, they 
were iudulging themfelves^, in vague and exug- 
gerated flourifhes of rhetoric, when they rightly 
obferved, that wild beafts fpare tbofc of their 
own kind, and fuch as are nearly connc(fled to- 
thern^ by the ties of aAive or paflive procreation, 
&c. but that man!s r^g^ alone, cannot be cliecked- 
by confiderations of kindred and friendiliip: 
*• Apud homines tantnm, nee a necejfariis qui-*- 
** dcm rabies temperat fibi/' fays Seneca^ in his 
treatife on clemency. 

The cautious and judicious St. Jugu/iin, in 
tiic City of Cod, declares, no favagc brute is more 
cruel than man, left to purfue the diftateof ^//* 
(nun incJinationt that is, wbofe innate propenfity 
to evils rf every fort ^ and, among the reft, to* 
maffacring wrath, has not been removed, through, 
the incerpofition of his Maker's reAifying grace : 
^'fera nulla immanior eft homine, fi $UI9^ 
'* AvrECTiBusreliaquatur." — And again, in the 
fame work ; — *• Neque unquam inter fe Leones 
** am inter (eDracones, qualia inter fe homines 
*' iella gejferunt:* 

Vidc^ fi Jabcf, fforat,epoi. 7. Juvenal^ 
fat. 15, verf. 159, tt fcquen. Plin% 
prooem. Kb. 7* 

'^very- 
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every fort of ill-treatment from him, for 
there are none fo abjeft and contempti- 
ble, to whom he will not, in their 
turn, become an humble petitioner for 
fivereign enjoyment^ and whom he will 
not look upon, as his declared enemies^ 
for not conferring it. And therefore 
Xerxes venting his fury on the inani- 
mate fea, bccaufe he fancied it thwart- 
ing his defircs, betrayed no more mad- 
nefs on that occafion, than every other 
per/on would have experienced, if not 
openly fliewn in ftmilar circumftances. 
The great Cyrus is no where charged 
with more frenzy, than is implied in 
the very idea of all paflions, without 
exception, when they arrive at any 
uncommon height ^» Yet, not only Hero* 

dolus 

♦ It is ufual with (hallow peopk, on hearing 
of any vivid aftion or expreffion, proceeding 
from fome violent pallion, with which they do 
not then feel themfelves affefted, or not nearly 
in fo high a degree,— to treat fuch words or ac- 
tions, as downright madnefsj and thofe who ut- 
tered or performed them as lunatics • But this 
will, on a little refleflion, appear a vifible ab- 
fiirdity ; for no one was ever yet /uperlatively 

croiQent 
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dotus relates, but Seneca^ in his third 
book on anger confirms, that fo immo- 
derate 

eminent either in the field or in literature, ^ho 
was not replete with extraordinary notions, and 
did not, at times, launch out into anions, 
which, however uncommon, were no otherwife 
extravagant f than by being the refult of fomc 
evtr-vehement inclination. It is of this matter 
of faA, I mean of perfons fometimes paHing for 
fools, who talk or aA under the direction of an 
extreme love of glory, power, or any other ob- 
jeA, that father Mallebranehe may be underftood 
to fpeak, when he fays : " Pour tittfou dans 
" Tefprit des autrcs, il n'eft pas ncceflaire qu'on 
'' le fojt effcflivement. 11 fuffit de penfer oudc 
'' voir les chofes autrement qu'eux : car fi tous 
** les hommes cro'ioient etre comme des coqs, 
** celui qui fe croiroit tel quHl eft^ paflcroit ccr- 
** tainemcnr pour un infenfe.** 

Recherche de la vcrite, tome trolfiem^, 

page 34, edit, de Paris 1677. 

Voiez le m&me dans le fecond tome, page 284, 

Mr. Hobbes fpeaks ftill more clearly, when, in 

the eighth chapter of the firft part of LeviathaOp 

he obicrvcs, that,- " to have Jironger and more 

vehement paifions for any thing* than is ordi* 

narily feen in others, is that which men call 

•• madne/s.'^ 

« —-Bqt 
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aerate was that conqueror's vexation, 
at one of his favourite horfes being 
drowned in the river Gindesj the largeft, 
according to Oroftus^ in thofe parts of 
jifta^ next the Euphrates^ that he fworc 
he would diminim its waters to fuch a 
degree, that women fhould pafs it over, 
on dry foot. Which he afterwards 
efFefted with prodigious labor, by fluic- 
ing it off into three hundred and fixty 
rivulets. - And, notwithftanding a good 
deal of time muft have intervened, be- 
tween forming the defign and complet- 
ing it, ftill his indignation^ againft the 
obnoxious river *, continued unabated 
all the while, and fubfided not, until he 
had in effeA, purfuant to his menace, 

— — — " But of the fcvcral kinds of madncfs^ 
'' he that would take the pains, might en- 
" role a legionJ*^ 

^Mcu yovsuffi, KM ^toi; vn A/a, kou ^^Iok xai a^vxci; 

OKiiea-iv* «; o Sofiu^tf^ ftiyrvhf a^fiovlav x^^^O" 

7QVH >>ifpoti' Hou Tiayiapoi^ atnS Hara^iifMM®-^ tt 

Sepinf Hcu rvi ^a\ir\ri nyfJLara kcu mhmyii mCoTJit* 
jPlut. mtfi aopyriaias. 

• * drained 
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drained it away intiiely, from its former 
channel.. 

However, the moft conftderable vifible- 
objefts djout a man, fuch as are the 
beings of his own fpecies,'and, among 
thofe, fuch as he ofteneft converfes withj 
are the vidims he would y?r/? facrifice 
to his capricious refentmenty if a mul- 
titude of other felfifh confiderations did 
not chance to prevent, efpecially if 
dread did not reftrain his fanguinary 
purpofes. When then we perceive 
him, as is ordinarily the cafe, for a 
length of time ftill treating his offsprings 
kindred^ or intimates^ with more tender^ 
nefs than he dot^Jiran^^ers^ who had as 
yet occafioned him none of the vexa- 
tious difappointments, in his towering, 
hopes of thorough felicity, I faid he fo 
frequently met with from the former, 
we are not to inipute this forbearing, 
kindnefs, to a fixed and immoveable 
love he bears thefe objeds of his fcem- 
ing predilection, but to other caufes^ for 
which we (hall now endeavour to 
account,, as briefly and clearly as pofli- 

A per-' 
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A perfon, let his poM^er aj^ar ever 
To unlimited, is yet very fenfible he lia$ 
many meafures to keep with tbofe und« 
his authority. He knows their motives 
to obedience are purely interefted, pro«^ 
ceeding chiefly, (as Tiberius tells his 
fucceffor in fubftance) from dread of 
not fucceeding in an endeavour to de- 
throne him, and of lofing their lives, as 
a punilhrnent for the attempt. But if 
he fliould, for reafons that might ap- 
pear trivial, flaughter any great num- 
ber of his people, he is well aware, that 
though he has nothing at all to fear from 
thofe already dead, becaufe, as Nicho" 
Jas Machiavel fimply enough obfcrves^ 
*' when a man is once<lead, he can no 
" longer think of revenge"^;*' ft ill that 
thofe who are alive, fearing they may 
themfelves be the next facrifices, he fhafl 
offer up to his cruelty, will grow def- 
perate, and the fear of lofing their lives 
by oppofing him, giving way to the 
now more prefling and certain one, of 
.being deprived of them at any rate, 

* Politic difcourf. upon the fiift Decad. of 
;f./t;y, book 3, chap. 6. 

"Wita- 
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without any provocation given on their 
part, the confequence of this ftate of 
defpair would be, he evidently fees, to 
arm them all immediately againft him# 
For the prefervation then of his own 
exijienci^ he muft fufTer many, nay moil 
of bis fubjeds to live, let his dominion 
be ever fo abfolute, and let his difcon* 
tent againft them, for not conferring 
beatitude on him, be never fo great. 
And though thofe moft about his per* 
fon, are always moft obnoxious to him, 
as he is alfo to them, becaufe both par« 
ties have been fo very frequently diiap* 
pointed by each other, in their recipro« 
cal applications for complete felicity, yet 
our prince, perceiving he czxinot fafely 
kill all his lubjecls at prefent, thinks 
proper alfo to lay afide his refcntment 
againft thofe intimates of his, through 
the following and other motives. 

Though conftantly unfuccefsful ia 
the fearch of happinefs, he can never 
give over the purfuit. From his near 
relations and favorites he often looked 
for it ;— was often difappointed ; and as 
often an^ry with them, for thus repeat- 
edly failing him, in that ejfential potntf 

Yet 
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Yet although the natural and necejfary 
tendency of anger, confidered abjlralt- 
edly and in itfelf, be to punifli immedi' 
atefyj ftill the portion of anger, he fo of- 
ten harbored againft every one of his 
acquaintance^ at different periods, being 
hitherto always lefs, than the terror he 
felt of evil enfuing to himfelf, in cafe 
he permitted his anger to take its owa 
dire6l courfe^ the ftronger paffion, I mean 
love of felf-prefervation, matters, no 
doubt, the aforefaid by far weaker (hare 
of anger, binds, and even fo eiFeftually 
fubdues it, that moft commonly none 
of its effefts are at all perceived exteri- 
orly. The perfon thus prevented, by 
confideratioiis of perfonal fafety, from 
obeying the impulfes of anger, recurs 
again to his accuftomed hopes, fince 
without hoping he canngt fubfift. And 
the anger having been in its beginning 
checked, as was faid, by fear, and hav- 
ing even, until foine new provocation 
may again excite it, fuhjided entirely^ 
what remains but that he be again re- 
conciled to the very people who occa- 
iioned it, and who would have been in- 
Jallibly exterminated by it, if the . al- 
ready 
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ready fo often mentioned thouglits of 
j)crfonal prcfervation had not witlv- 
ftood, and in a moment fupprefled its 
fatal {'allies ? 

We faid he goes on Jiill^ hoping for 
felicity as before-«-He does.; and, not 
finding it yet in himfelf, he muft look 
for It Jomeivhere elfe, in the manner ex- 
plained in the foregoing chapters. And 
iiotwithilanding his fo often miiUno; it 
in that quarter, where he had berore 
fo frequently fought it^ I mean among 
his blood relations, and companions, 
yet where, thinks he, ought he ftill 
naturally cherifli greater expe^ations, 
^of at lajl attaining thereto, than among 
thofe fame perfons^ with whom he is 
connefted, by a variety of endearing 
ties ? To them, then, in fpite of fomier 
vain applications, refentments, and re- 
conciliations does he lift his ftili exfe^irig 
rcyes. And in this circle he perpetually 
moves ; the former dread always conti- 
nuing, and being commonly ftronc; enough, 
to prevent his ever accompliming the 
.murdering purpofes^ to which the more 
frequent, as well as greater degree of 
,fngery we fee him entertain, againft 

kindred 
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IdjQxlred than otJicrs, would otherwife 
neuffarily lead him, 

&ich) however, is . the atrocious 
butchery, to which the difcontents and 
bickerings, wc ob&rve dailv in all fa* 
ipilicB, would infallibly concfuft, if not 
prevented hy fear ^ the only curb of any 
^reat w^ig^ht^ now left on the infolencc 
of man. Confidering this inward fiatc 
of hoJiUihj in which men, as well in 
ns out of focicty, are for ever engaged, 
againft each other, is it not very natu- 
ijal for us to wonder ^ after an author of 
i:eputatio;a already cited, how " fevcn 
«<< or eight perfons can be brought to 
** live togctlier in one inclofure, under 
^^ one roof, and compofe dne fa- 
f^^ mily^/' 

The goodnefs oijob was genuine^ was 
extreme^ was ferfevering^ not like that 
of the unjufUy celebrated TUtusy SocrfiUs^ 



^ '* ^iandje pen/e, a la contrariety des efpriti, 
'^ des goQtg et des fentimens, je fuis (tonne de 
<' voir jufques i fept ou huit pcrfonoea fe (aflem- 
^' bier fous un in^me toit, dans une mfime en** 
A' ceintei et compofer one feule famllle.** 

La Bruiere CaraA, pag. 373* 
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ArijlUes^ &c. fallacious^ f^l/^^^gy ifrcon* 
JlarU'y yet we hear even him relating* 
how his very fervants ufed to wifh to glut 
their fury by devouring hisflejh. So true it 
is, as the fcripture remarks^ that " ones 
" chief enemies are his domeflics \ •^^ be- 
caufe let his benevolence suid humanity 
be fuppofed ever fo epiinent, he will 
never be able to fatisfy the infatiable ex^ 
feSlations of thefe, and his other happi^ 
nefs-^hunting dependants or acquaintance. 
But the horrid barbarity againft thofe 
with ^hom a man, efpecially if an ab<« 
folute monarch, feems to live in greateft 
intimacy, though commonly curbed and 
confined by the more potent dread of 
the lofs of life, is ftill, however, every 
hour reviving in his unquiet breafl. By 
means of it, the fecurity of his family 
;ind friends is very precarious^ as their' 
fafety will not continue a moment 
longer, than while the fear of being put 
to death exceeds the rage, he is perpe- 
tually falling into, agamft them. The 
height of his fury mce overtopping his 

• Joh^ cap. xxxi, 3 1 . 
t Mich. vii. vcrf. 6. ct Matth. x. 36. 

apprc-^ 
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apiireheDfioiiy they xhuft all petiih^i^ 
what do 1 fay ? they are already no 
xnore. 

Wherefore the cmptrbr Augt{/ius • had 
inore reafon than he imagined for pro- 
tefting, ** be had rather be kin^ RerodV 
«* hog^ than his fon \^ for near Idnfmen^ 
teing ufually very frecjuently in a mo- 
narch's prefencej are, bn that account, 
in the more imminent and immediate 
danger. In order, therefore, to fecure 
then)felves with further preventive pre-* 
cautions^ befides the fafety they may 

• Thbtigh Macrohius (Saturnal, lib. 2. cap. 
4.) relates, that AugufiUs had ufed the above 
esLpreiBon, on hearing olHeroi% noaflacre of the 
children at Bethlehem^ ^^bere this author, who 
lived fo many centaries later^ ^virhout quoting 
any earlier writer, fays, a male child of the 
Mng*Sy being at nurfe, (hared the fate of the 
reA ; yet, feveral critics think it more probable, 
ttie emperor's reHedion was occafroaed, by the 
execution of Antipatet^ whom Herod had pnt 
Co death about the fame time, which .might na« 
tiuraUy call to the Romanes remembrance, hov^ 
the fame Jcwijb prince had fordierly deprived 
two of his other grown up fons of life, in like 
manner, by the hands of an executioneir* 

D 2 chance 
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chance derive from their defpotic princess 
fears ^ they would do well to praftice a 
condu6l, correfponding to that recom- 
mended by Jriftotle to CalliJiheneSy when 
he counrdled him " to fee Alexander as 
^* feldom and as agreeably as pofjible.** 

If then every man does not, in a lit- 
tle time, mailacre thofe he once called 
friends, or^ as Hercules is faid to have 
eflfefted, flay his wife and children with- 
out mercy, it is only, becaufe fear ties 
up his hands. For the moft abfolute 
rulers have many things to dread ; as 
there are no flaves, however abjeft, that 
will not roufe at injuries often repeated, 
efpecially if more are Jlill apprehended. 
This fell averfion to their people, be- 
caufe thefe laft cannot render them 
happy y is notwithftanding more vifible 
in fovereign princes than any befides, 
they having leaft reafon to apprehend 
the juft punilhraent of their crimes— or 
not fo immediately, as th^ir inferiors. 
And if after all, the ^bove fpirit of 
wanton wrath may not have been fo 
perceptible,* in the greater number of 
defpotic monarchs, it is owing intirely 
to fear or io\\i^ other y^//f/& motive^ that 

it 
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it has not. For the prince's difappoint- 
nient,in thehopeof attaining to complete 
^happinefs, by means of his wife, chil- 
dren^ and fubje6ts, muft produce anger ^ 
and anger of itfelf prompts dire^ly to 
the immediate excifion of the perfon or 
perfons, againft whom refentment is 
harboured* 

Another caufe, (or more properly 
the fame with the foregoing defire of 
felicity, but confidered under a diflFer- 
ent point of view) that renders princes 
enemies to their fubjefts, the fubjefts to 
each other, and to the fovereign, is 
becaufe they all, either actually or *t;iV- 
tually^ aim at the fame exterior good, 
I mean power ; and all contending for 
univerfal empire^ which can only be 
enjoyed by one, every man is, on that 
account, his neighbour's imflacabh 
rival. 

Authority^ being the exterior good 
that moft univerfally captivates the lit- 
tle heart of man, and the abufe of it, 
being one of the rxiQ&: fenjible or e^peri- 
mental proofs, we have of his depravity, 
will require to be treated of extenfively, 
as we purpofc doing in our next chapter. 

D 3 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER THE Seventh. 

jtn attempt to convey fimt weak idea of the 
omnipotent authority every man covets 
• — why it is fo eagerly deJired-^^-each in-^ 
dividual in fearch of ity in oppojition to 

. every other^^therefore all enemies to 
one another — all dtfappointed of the, 
gpvercignty they ambition. 

OF kll outward goods, or means, 
fought by men, to arrive at hap- 
pinfefs, that of Power is moft imiverfally 
dcfircd^# From this they are apt to 

promife 

* It U a ridiculous iaaukginatioQy fays Moyle^ 
•J to coflccive mcQ will be fervants when they 
«* can be maftersl" 

Argument againfl a Standing Arm^, p» 
198. iL.oiid/1^97. 
<^ 80 endiefs and exorbitant afe the defires of 
f* men, whether cotifidered In their perfons or 
•* (heir ftates, that tjicy will grafp at ALL» 
.f and can form no fcHeine of perfefl happinefs 
** with.lefs« Ever iince men have been united 

6 f jwo 
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promife themfelves the moft complete 
felf-fatisf action j that is, they flatter 
themfehresy that, by being noaored, 

'' into goTeroments, the hopes and endcayoors 
^< after umverfal monarchy have been bandied 
•^ among them." 

Swift's Contefts and EKflent^ in Athens 

and Rome, Chap, the ift. 

Of all the paflions which a^ate the heart of 

man, the lu/l <f reigning is^ according to 

Tacitus " the moft vehement and flamngj* 

Tacit, lib. 1 5^. 

Hobbes fays, ** In the firft place I put for % 
'' general inclination of all mankind, a 
** perpetual and reftlefs defire of power after 
<< foiver that ceafeth only in death." Leviathaa^ 
chap. xi. 

An anonymous French writer obferves, " the 
^* greateft partizans of this equality (between 
^' men) have always been the moft de/potip 
^< mqfiers, when they have had power in their 
'' hands." 

EfTay upon Civil Governinent, ckap. iv« 

p. 35. London, 1722. 

And Montefquieu remarks to the fame pur-? 

pofc, that " a man's cravings after pow©r are al- 

V ways m(>/l infatiable when he eajoys the 

H greateft fhare of it." 

Reflexions on theCaufesof theGrandeiir 
«uidDeclen/ion of the Romans, chap.xi. 

P 4 praifc435 
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praifed, obeyed — ^in a wDrd, I'oved by 
all other men, they ihall be enabled, 
with the addition ot fo many favorabte 
tefiimonies, to retire into them/elves ; 
there find, in reality^ the abundance df 
worthy which their fycophants fhalf be 
inceflantly protefting to then) they h Jve, 
and thus at laft, be completely happy in 
and by themfelves, like God. This their 
grand objed^ authority, carrying with k 
a certain idea of exaltation captivates 
them the more, becaufe elevation and 
grandeur are fome of the characlerif- 
ticks of the true good^ of which man' 
retains fome feeble notions^ even in his 
depraved^ znd fallen condition. 

Befides, the univerfal empire they 
covet, being impoj/ible to be attained to, 
they are not liable to be imprefied, 
wit4i a fenfe of its infufficiency and 
futility, as readily as they may be, of 
the infipidity of bodily pteafures^ which 
are within every one's reach, and whofe 
inability to afford lading fatisfadtion, 
they already often experienced^ 

The Dominion, they thus ambition, 
\fi of .the moft unlimited kind. No power 
hitherto eigoyed, by any man in the leaji 

ap- 
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approached that exteniive, not to fay 
omnipotent^ authority, eagerly coveted, 
and as ardently hoped for, though not 
always fenfibly, by them all. At firft^ 
indeed the defire appeaiss extremeW 
moderate, even to the defirer himfeli : 
upon meeting witli any fuccefs it extends 
itfclf, and goes on thus imrea£ngy (I 
mean ferceftibfyy for it always had the 
fame bulk, though it was neither fo 
. confpicuous, nor fo diftinftly ordered, 
in itfelf or parts) until it at lull arrives 
at fuch a monjlrous Jize^ as not to be con- 
ceived diiliniflly by the imagination, 
much.lefs can it be dcfcribed by words. 
For it is giving bat a very faint idea of 
its immenfity, to fay with the poet; 
that it covets " to bejiride the world like a 
. ** Colojfus J** or that it aims at beinff the 
Jole objefl of the obedience, relpeft, 
efteem, love, adoration, and fo forth, 
of all other men, of every rank and 
degree. 

With this laft notion, however weak, of 
the fovereignty ambitioncd by every man, 
we muft content ourfelves. And truly, 
however inadequate the idea we have 

given 
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given be, to the boundlefs ambition itfdf, 
yet were it not demonftrated by all 
forts of arguments, as well by invinci- 
ble reafons i priori^ as from many expe^ 
rimental or a fojleriori ones, we could 
icarce be able to conceive, how a 
rational creature, could once ferioujly 
cxpeft, to be loved by others for its 
cwn fake : for to obtain this immediate 
(though it cannot, as is clear from 
what has been already faid, be called 
the lajl or ultimate) end, is power fo v- 
dently coveted ; man never, as he 
imagines, reigning completely, until he 
reigns over the ajffeflions^ as well as 
ferjons^ of his fellow creatures. 

It would be needlefs to fay, a maqi 
always mifcarries, in his impious atr 
tempts, to prevail upon all mankind to 
frojirate themfelves with him before his 
ivretched idot^elf. 

We have fcen at large, how he adores 
himfelf inceflantly ; but we fhall never 
|>e-abie to diicover him, worlhipped by 
any other creature, however infignificant* 
iFor if one man ereAs an altar, in order, 
to burn Jncenfe before his owa idol, 

that 
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that is, his polluted felf\ eyery one clft 
(does the fame : fo that nothing is to be 
obferved but difference of worfliip oa 
all fides ; but altar raiied againft altar ; 
but each perfon on his knees, before a 
golden calf of his own. — To fpeak with- 
out figure, and with our ufual plainnefs 
^— man always fails, in the efforts he 
makes, to gain the affections of every 
other man, which is the abfolute, cffec'- 
tual, and tYiOtoxn^ fovereignty he thirfts 
for; becaufe every one can love o;;/y 
himfelfy and can defire nothing but for, 
himfelf This difpofitipn of theirs, hq 
perpetually endeavours to change^ but 
in vain: And though always unfuccefs- 
fiil, in this unfortunate occupation, h^ 
can never relinquifli it. O fatal blinds 
w^/}/— How! tQ expeft that any crea- 
ture, when it Ipfes its love of preference, 
for the Divinity, will, or can transfei: 
that love, to any other pbjeft, but itfelfJ 
this without dpubt, is attempting tofow 
the wnd: but, however unattainable ap4 
Impoffible the good, thus fought fpr^ is,' 
all men muft neverthelefs conterict for, 
jt, again/i each 0thery with all their 

might. 
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might. Ages of fruitlefs purfuk will 
not weaken man's burning impatience, 
to be loved for himfelf\ and if time cannot 
enfeeble the defire, neither can it, 
affuredly, the hope of accomplifhing, 
what he fo eagerly defires. For no 
length of time can make any being 
lofe its dejire of haptinefs^ or grow faint 
in the fearch after it : and the confiderd-^ 
tion^ love^ or power above-mentioned, 
are the chief means a rational one pro- 
pofes, in order to arrive at that great 
end. 

But our Creator, the effential, and, 
in one fenfe, only good^ whom a father 
calls that beauty \o ancient and fo new, 
who, by fatisfytng all a man's vaft de- 
fires, can alone quiet them, or, as he 
expreffed it himfelf, refrejh and make 
them refl. — He, I fay, never difcovering 
his amiablenefs^ to thofe, who merited to 
be always deprived of the knowledge of 
it, fuch beixigs not effectually enlightened 
by him, fo as to be really convinced, 
their own felicity conlifts in him, feek 
this happihefs in themfelvesy where it 

cannot 



C 61 ] 

cannot be placed independent of him, 
and feek it by means, which are impoffi- . 
ble to be ever compaffed, fuch as princi- 
pally, the obedience^ ejieem^ and love of all 
things. What endlefs illu/io?2s, I repeat 
it for the laft time, muft not this be 
productive of? the feme impojjlble end^ 
defired, hoped for, purfued, and that by 
equally impoflible means, which muft, at 
all times, produce the moft corroding 
difappointinents ; and yet, in fpite of all 
difappointments, ftill defircd^ hoped for, 
purfued — and thus for ever ! 

Having explained, as fully as I was 
able, what the fover^ignty really is, 
which all men thus vehemently ambition 
and contend for, I Ihall now inquire, how 
far a man, arriving at what is called 
abfolute dominion, over a vaft kingdom, 
has thereby fucceeded in his expeditions : 
I fhall then hint, at fome of the methods, 
he praftices to freferve and enlarge his 
authority, over his people, together 
with thofe ufed by a private perfon, in 
order to obtain as much influence or 
power as poffiblc, among men of hi* 

owa 



own rank, when he cannot immedtatet^ 
feize on the royal dignity. Laftly, from 
the principles heretofore laid down, I 
fliall ihew, what monftrous abujej every 
man would infallibly make of his power, 
if he enjoyed it, in the extenfive and 
uncentrouUd manner, he labors for. 
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• CHAPTER THE Eighth. 

Man ambitions power only in x>rder t9 
captivate the love of the reft of his 
fpecies-^but th^fe^ who arrive at any 
little authority^ over their neighbours j 
are always moji hated and unhappy — 
and why. 

MAN, by all the efforts he makes 
to arrive at power, over other 
men,, intending thereby, as we have 
feen, to render himfelf the fole otgeft of 
their veneration^ is every moment difap- 
pointed, in his pretenuons, even when 
he appears to have acquired the moft 
defpotic jurifdiAion over them. Though 
our man, whom we fhall now fuppoib iu 
poffeflion of an empire, vsrith as few 
limitations, as can be conceived, fliould 
call himfelf " emperor of emperors ^ brother 
to the fun and moon^ fhadow of God on 
earthy or God himfelf*^ as many have 
done, he, after all, enjoys fcarce any 

power 
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power whatever, and is moreover, fup* 
pofing his defires equally lively as thofe 
of his fubjefts — he is neceffarily, I fay, 
the moft indigent and wretched being 
among them. The proof of thefe 
affertionS will be very €afy, after what 
has been already faid, and therefore we 
fliail have no occafion, to dwell lono; 
upon them. 

What a man is chiefly fmitten with, in 
his purfuit of empire, is the fond hope 
of reigning completely ^ firft over fome 
raUIions of men, then over other mil- 
lions, until, 2tt laft, he fhall r^jle over 
every individual on earth. When he 
aims at this lovereignty, he aims at it, 
in the moft perfect j and extenjive manner^ 
He aims at ruling, over their underjland^ 
ing and affieSion^ that is, over what is 
moft valuable in them. The hand or 
fiot^ moved in his fervice, ^an afford 
him little or no content, unlefs he thinks^ 
the mind and he^H cheerfully direft th^ 
motions. Were he perfuadcd thofe, 
who feem attentive to his leaft nod, 
idid ncverthelefs fecretly either defpife 
m kat§ tum^ all the obe^ence they may 

j.endei> 
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render, would, while he continued in 
the foregoing perfuafion, prove not only 
unfatisfaftory, but thoroughly odious. 
This pofition no one will contradict, as 
every perfon has often had fenfible 
proofs of its truth. For where is the 
man, though he were not puffed up by 
the poffefllon, either of limited or ab- 
folute monarchy^ who has not felt un- 
eafinefs, as frequently as pleafure, even 
from aBual fer vices ^ when perfuaded, 
they did not proceed from a fund of 
good will towards him ? 

But this is a mortification to which 
our abfolute prince^ notwithftanding his 
near kindred to the fun and moon^ is 
daily expofed. For although when he 
fays to one man " go,** and he goes j 
or to another " come,** and he at once 
comes ; or to a third, " do this,** and 
the third does it accordingly, — ftill is 
this no more than what fchool-meu 
term material obedience ; that is, it is 
not obedience, in the manner he wiflies, 
becaufe it is not obedience, for his 
c%vn fake. And what is not done 

E ioy 
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for him, for his own fake ^ he utterly 
baths. 

It may be objefted, that not being 
convinced but thefe duties were paid 
him, on his own account, nothing 
hinders his being donteht with them. 
But it is anfwered, he cannot be long 
miftaken in this particular. Good offices 
flowing from affe^ion^ have zfiamp^ that 
cannot be counterfeited with fuccefs, for 
any length of time. It is true, as we 
fhall have occafion to fay again hereaf- 
ter, that, to avoid perpetual fourccs of 
difquiet, he will himfelf often ht a party, 
in his fubjecls attempt's to impofe on him. 
He will frequently endeavour to perfuadc 
himfelf, their obedience is more the 
confequence of fiJicere attachment to 
his perfon, than of felfintercfi or dread. 
It is not, in the mean time, that a 
perfon can always fuccecd, in laboring 
to convince himfelf, of what would be 
moft agreeable to him. Truth fre- 
quently obtrudes itfelf in fpite of all 
oppofttion, on the minds of thcfe felf* 
feduccrs^ and difpels the foort-Uved fatif- 
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f a£l:ion, they borrowed from their ilh' 
Jive fancies. And on no occafion does 
that umvelcome illumination jl%rn^ its way, 
more ordinarily, than on this, under 
prefent confideration. 

Our king, will at all times be feniible 
—much too fenjible for his peace y that all 
the extravagant affeftion towards him, 
his flaves are for ever boafting of, is no 
more, in eifec):, but what the poet calls, 

" — — — Mouth-honor^ breathy 
** Which the poor heart would fain 
" deny, and dar^ not*^ 

SUAKESP. 

He will fee, with eyes fometimes de- 
jelled through anxiety or defpair, at 
other times enflamed with wrath, that 
his people honor him, it is true, with 
their hands ^ feet^ lipSj and knees \ but 
that their hearts ^ which alone he values, 
are, even in the midft of thefe fraudful 
iejiimonies of regard^ intirely eftranged 
from him. 

Where then is his felicity ? Happine{s 
according to him, and he judges rights 

JE z conulb 
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^<:oiififts in thorough felf-efieem. . But this 
felf-approbation, he falfdy imagines, is 
to. be acquired by power ; ' becaufe he 
as falfdy perfuad'es himfclf, power will 
make . hipi matter of . the efieem and 
lovei df thofe, over whom he rules : by 
•Vi^luch .means he fball, a« he thinks, be 
enabled, at laft, to determine ov franounce 
himfelf, really efllmahle and lovely. 

The ukimate purpofe then of all this 
buttle about authority, or. as Mr.' Hobbes 
calls.it,' " of^ this refilefs defire of power 
after power ^ is in order to gain affedion^ 
which as he always fails of, ^ye may 
well fay, * ^^ ^^///j mthing^ becaufe he 
does not arrive at the main pointy fpr 
whifch he underwent all his fatigues and 
cares. .Suppofe him thcrtfort reigning 
over both hemifphercs, with more un- 
linjited authority, than any. ancient ^r 
modern E^flern potentate, yet, we have 
the utmoft reafon. to affirm,, that what 
he defircs w^^yf/ is,"^ becaufe it never is as 
he defires it. What hc^ hates likewife 
always happens. For ev.en thofe eveots, 
that feem, on a flig^ht cgnfideration, to 
fall ont -according to his inclination, in 
reality, ever turn -out againji it. 

Every 
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Every wifli of his is direfted toward? 
happinefs, and the chief' means of arriv- 
ing at this happinefs, he makes to con- 
fift in fower. As for happinefs he fenjby S 
none, as the whole world knows by 
lOoeful experience. . And 'he is almoft at 
as great a diftancc from any folid autho- 
rity, even over thofe very perfons who 
wait on him, with the moft trembling 
fiibmifEon. For befides that the power 
cannot,' in ftriftnefs, be called abfolute; 
as it refides ultimately, not in our fup- 
pbfed monarch, but In another, whofe 
minijier he only is, yfet not to urge that 
common argument further, I contend; 
that no creature, though it may always 
perform what he comtnaiids, eiJef Mce 
obeys him, in the nianner he covets. 

As every one is tempted by means of- 
his own defires, fo as often as any perfon- 
abandons the real '^ood^ he doe^ it: for 
his own fancied gratification. In eveiy 
rebellion of a rational creature, asrainlt 
the Creator, it nevfer fets up any othef^ 
ijpii it or being.but it/elf which it defigrrs 
to obey. Now this is diametricaliy oppofite^ 
to the will of him we fiipppfe a defpotic 
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prince. His orders always tend to tBe 
following end, to wit, the obeying^ ejieem^- 
ingy loving him on his own account y. 
through which obedience, efteem, and 
love, he hopes to be at laft happy in 
himfelf. But when any fubjecH: does the 
things fuggefted or commanded by him,, 
he never does them, to obey, efteem, or 
love his mafter, that is, in other words, 
he never does them, for the end the 
former defires. For the end of fuch a 
creature, in all its deliberate aftions,, 
without exception, is obedience, efteem,. 
and love to itjejf. And, in fine, the leaft 
aftion of the meaneft fpirited flave nei- 
ther is, nor can be done for the fovereign,, 
though, he were not only brother to the 
fun and moon, but even father or grand^ 

' father to thefe luminaries. 

Inftead then of fubmifflve fubjefts, he- 
only kts inveterate enemies and opponents j_ 

^ on every fide, who never do any thing, 
according to his inclination, but every 
hing, againfl it. 

He is more odious to his people, thani 
tney are to each other, and he is moft 
funijl?€4hy them — and this is. the fecondl 

propo- 
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{)ropofition, we advanced, in the pre* 
ent chapter. 
He is moft hated by them, becaufe 
*none fo violently oppofes the gratifica^ 
cation of them all— -the being obeyed^ 
ejleemedy lovedj and confequently, as 
they think, happy in them/elves. Now 
men always moft hate^ what forms the 
greateft obftacle to the accomplifhmcnt 
of their defircs, whether they know 
dijiin^ly what it is or not : they muft 
then, either aSlually or virtually hate 
their fovereign ;w^, as he moft eagerly, 
and with moft feeming fuccefs, opf4>fis 
their deiires, that is, he moft openly and 
indefatigably labors, to make all t\ifi 
reft contribute to his happineifl^ by obey^ 
ingj ejieeming^ and loving him for hintr 

He is more punijhed by them, thap; 
they are by one another ; becaufe the 
more violent any defires are, the more 
grievous their difappointment. His love 
of hirafelf — I mean only his love of 
fway, efteem, and affeftion for his own 
fake^ is more confiderable, than that of 
his fubjeds, and his failure, in all thofe 

E 4 ' great 
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great points, is more diftrefftng to him. 
It has been proved, he always fails in 
the above views, becaufe, as was faid, 
each of his fubjefts loves only himfelf^ 
and is only folicitous, about his own 
welfare. 

But, if the monarch has the laf):^ 
mentioned misfortune, in common with 
all his people, the following is peculiar 
to himfelf ; and it is it, that renders his 
fituation much more miferable than 
theirs. 

The nearer one is arrived to any de^ 
fired endj the more does the love of the 
good fought for, increafe ; and a failure, 
when on the point of enjoying any ad- 
vantage, is then doubly mortifying. 
And this is exprefEve of our prince's 
condition. However unfatisfaSlory and 
imperfe£l the power he exercifes, over his 
fuDJe6ls may be, it is neverthelefs a 
^portion of power, and will appear no 
very fmall portion either, when we re- 
fleft, their bodies are, for fome time, 
'viftbly^ and direftly^ under his authority, 
'and their fouls, in fome meafure, though 
indiredly. Having thus ta^ed this, to 

him, 
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him, moft delicious liquor^ authority^ it 
is natural he Ihould have a greater de- 
fire, to quench his thirji intirely with it, 
than thofe, who have as yet, no f radical 
knowledge of its fweets. And every 
check\vi% hopes, now in full fpeed, to- 
wards the complete enjoyment of his 
beloved fway^ meet with, caufes a de- 
jeflion^ proportioned to their former 
elevation and exultation. Wherefore, 
if the fovereign's defires be originally as 
ivarm^ as thofe of his people, he muft be 
the moji unhappy of them ; becaufe am- 
bitioning power as they do, he enjoys a 
little of it, which little ferves only to 
enflame his eager hopes ^ of poffeffing the 
ivhole ; both which, I mean his deftres 
and hopes ^ being always fruftrated, his 
mifeiy is incoiictiw^hly enhanced thereby. 
And therefore, in fine, as he is perpe- 
tually falling from greater heights than 
any of his fiibjeds, fo muft he ever re- 
ceive more fevere ccntufiofis. 



CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER THE Ninth. 

The abhorrence men feel againji thofe they 
perceive endeavouring to obtain power, 

over them Their immediate refifl.- 

ance, on fuch occajions — 5//7/ they all 
inceffantly purfue this the grand objeft 
of their dejires^ by many various me" 
thods. 



NOTWITHSTANDING the inccflant 
difappointments, we have feea 
every man, as well the monarch as his- 
fubjeAs expofed to, in the fearch of full 
poweTj that is, of dijinterefttd kve^ yet 
one of the principal malediAions, at- 
tending their as weH unjuft, as impof- 
fible ambition is, that they can never 
defift from ftruggling with each other, for 
an aJfedioHy which no individual of tkem 
can or will, during afecond of time^ ffare 
from himfelf This frantic defire of con* 
^deration is the fource of ^Jtrife among. 

all 
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all men, that lafts as long as their lives* 
Contefts about property or fenfual plea- 
fiires, will fubfide fooner or later ; but 
the war every one wages, againft every 
other, in order to acquire power over 
him — over his heart efpecially, admits 
not of a truce even for a fmgle moment^ . 
much lefs of any lafting peace. And; 
when, by death, hoftilities fliall ceafe, 
at leaft in this world, between the belU^ 
gerent parties^ their pofterity will be fure 
to revive the contention, with all the 
indefatigable rage of their ill-fated an- 
eeftors. 

Men are not always fenfible of the op- 
pofition, their fpirit is ever making, to 
thefe unreafonable pretenfions.of their 
neighbours : nay, they very feldom feel 
any thing of this furious^ and conftant 
combat. When indeed they chance to 
perceive any efforts made to obtain the 
love we treat of, they obferve, at the 
&me time, the vigorous indignation^ with 
which fuch attempts are immediately^ 
Fcpelled* Wherefore one of them rightly 
faid, that " every man hath a dagger in 
"' his hand, ready to Jiab the vanity of 

*^ another^ 
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** another, wherever he perceives it ^Z* 
And elfewhere : " The vanity of man- 
*' kind is fo much greedier and mdre ge* 
" neral than their avarice, that no beg- 
*' gar is fo ill-received by them as he 
" who folicits their praife f /* 

All this means, that eveiy man, aS 
often as he fenfibly perceives another^ 
attempting to gain univerfal love^ by 
difcovering his excellence ^ fo often fays, - 
if not in the fame words, certainly td 
the following effeft : " No — you are not 
*' worthy of b^ing loved^ but I am** 

A late wiiter had an extenfive pro- 
fpeft of this univerfal pailion, when he 
obferved, that " whether a man blames 
** or approves, whether he fpeaks or is 
** filent, he is always making his own 
apology J for every man is an orator, 
who, by his difcourfe or his actions, 
is perpetually making his own panegy- 
ric \ \* that is, every one is inceffantly 

• Mr. Fielding's Mifcdlanies. Vol, I. EITay 
on Converfayon. 

f Id. a Journey from this World to the next, 
chap. xxiy. 

i Helvetius on the Mind, eflay the fourth, 
chap, the viiih, p. 276. L'jnd. 1759. Quarto* 

by 
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by all his aftions, words, and motions, 
proclaiming his own worthy and laboring, 
.by all ppmble means, to convince the 
whole creation ofit^ that he alone may be 
loved by all intelleftual beings, and not 
obftrufted, ia his purfuits, by fu<:Ii, as 
^re irrational or inanimate- 

This is the univerfal paffion of all per*- 
verfe mjen ; and by this all their paffions, 
at leaft, fuch. as have eMferior things for 
their obj.eft, muft be explained. 

The means, which men m^ke ufe of, 
ito procure fpr themfelves the homage of 
other beings, are fo various, fo fur- 
jprizingly numerous^ that no bddy, how- 
ever diligent in the fearch, "however vi- 
gilant and obfervant in deteclinjj them, 
xan difcover, much lefs defcribe them 
all. It is with a view to thefe, the 
heart of man is, in fcriptxire, called bad 
and unfearchable. The meaning of which 
expremon, is, that it is impoffiblcto 
trace out or delineate, all the arts and 
devices yhy ^^hich, men expe'ft to en- 
flave one another. Thus the human 
heart is infcrutable to a perfon, in the 
^means it pradices, but is not at all fo, 

in 
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in the end^ which is fought by thefe 
various windings and ftratagema. The 
end of them all, is to gain love, ftrange- 
ly various as the methods are, by which 
that end is attempted to be brought 
about. Nor are thefe attacks, thisy^- 
ducing or bullying people out of their 
aflFeftion, that is, out of what is moft 
valuable in them, confined to a man's 
•own fpecies' only ;• for he offers a nno* 
.lence, nearly of the fame nature, to eve- 
ry other being whatever, which, if not 
very perceptible in his proceedings, to- 
wards them all, is often difcerniblc 
fcnough in his conduct, with regard to 
many of the brutes, as well as with re- 
fpeft to feveral inanimate things. Wc 
ihall, for the prefent, confine ourfelves 
to inquiries ' and reafonings, or fome of 
the expedients he puts in practice, to 
render ICimiidifole majier ^f the regard 
of his own fpecies. 

What every one vehemently defires, 
is voluntaiy obedience or affedion ; and 
Xhtjirji means, always purfued by man- 
kind, to obtain this end, are to love a 
dittle, and feign a great deal of afFedion 
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for others. This method is conftantly • 
the jirjl made ufe of, for the above 
purpofe, even by thofe, in the moft ab- 
folute authority, and never fails of hav- 
ing fome effed^ though by no means 
equal, in any degree, to fatisfy xht pro- 
digious thirji of man. 

Little^ however, as is acquired this 
way, it is much purer 2ind Jincerer, than 
what is gained in any other. It is in- 
deed the only thing like real affeftion ; . 
nothing being capable to beget affec- 
tion, but affeclion or thtfemblance of it. 
However, man, created to enjoy itifi" 
nity^ is not to be fatisfied, even with, 
the intire undivided love of every indi- 
vidual on earth, much lefs, with the 
above tiny remnants. Wherefore, as 
fbon as he perceives, he does not meet 
with the degree of fubmiflion and re- 
gard wiflied for, tht fmall Jhare of good 
will, which every one muft entertain 
for another, before he thinks himfelf 
injured by him, is converted into the 
hitter eft hatred) he immediately becomes 
diffatisfied and incenfed at this limited 
/(?y^, and, when not reftrained by his 

fears^ 
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par 5^ inftantly chaftges his conduct, and 
inftead of continuing, by good offices, 
to preferve the fmall portion of pure 
affeclion, as fome term it, that had been 
beftowed on him, he tries by feverity 
and punijhments^ to force at once the 
whole, of what he faw dealt out to him, 
in io /paring and ni^^ardly a manner. 

Thus a man mult neceflarily aft, to- 
v/ards other men, if he has power over, 
and dreads nothing from them : and this 
accounts for the change in Nero^^ difpo- 
fition, from uncommon lenity to th^ 
greatejft cruelty \ a change, however,, 
which would happen in every man, after 
he found that " men,*' as fecretary 
l^achiavel well remarks, being in ge- 
neral ungrateful^ incpnjlant^ hypocritical^ 
fearful .of danger^ and covetous of gain^ 
" do with lets remorfe offend againft 
" thofe who defire to be beloved^ than 
" againft thofe who are ambitious of 
<^ being feared ; . and the reafon is, be- 
^ caufe love is faftened only by a liga- 
" inent of obligation^ "which t\it ill-nature 
*' of mankincfhrtiks upon every ccca- 
f* jfion that is prefented to his .|)rofit j 

« but 
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'^ but f^ar depends upon an appnben^ 
** Jion of funiftmentj which is never to 
*' be difpelled ^.*' But, on account of 
the ambiguity of a few of thefe expref- 
fions, it may be proper to obferve, that 
men only deiire to htfeartdy in order 
to be loved ; and did they believe this 
love was to be attained to, as well by 
profejjing regard^ as by exciting terror^ 
they never would purfue the latter me- 
thod. 

It will appear firange, that having 
in this' very chapter aflerted, that re- 
gard 6t love could never be produced 
by any thing elfe, but by love, either 
already exifting, in the perfon be* 
ioved, or foon hoped for^ it fliQuld now 
be faid, that terror and ill-ujage^ are the 
moji effectual means of acquiring, this fo 
much deiired afiedtion. 

But the feemng contradiction va- 
niihes, when it is acknowledged, that 
terror and punifhments, do not really 
beget affeclion. What they certainly 
tegct, is the outward appearance of re- 

* The Prince, chap.xvU. 

F gard. 



•gard, and that, in a much more confiark 
and uniform manner, than any other 
method of proceeding can. By the 
fear Sy this way of afting caufes, a prince 
becomes much more fenfible of his ptnverj 
than he would be rendered by calm^ 
though indeed more Jincere, profeffions 
of love. Befides, fo wdl do people 
knov?, that no fovereign <:an be con- 
tent, without being majier^ or fancying 
himfelf fo, of their hearts^ that they 
take great care, to be inceffantly offer- 
ing him up, the moft naufeous and lying 
•proteftations of veneration^ adoration^ 
attachment^ together " with their lives 
** and fortunes ^^ and fuch like unmean^ 
ing cant. vAU this, it is true, is but 
a Jhadow^ not the leaft real attachment 
or love, fubfifting at the time of aH 
thofe fine declarations. But be it ever 
fo much a floadow^ it pleafes much more, 
by its feeming bulk, than thzt poor Jielf 
tori "of a^e^ion^ purchafed by thofe, who 
only ufe their power, in order to do good. 
Moreover, though it be a Jhadow^ and 
that fhadows can afford no pleafures, 
when k;nov;n to be fuch j yet, we well 

)yioM> 
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^now, liow dextrous people are, in con- 
verting by the magxcad force of ima^i* 
nation atl the objeds of their leaft ae- 
fireS) which certainly are, in the main, 
as great ihadows, as this we fpeak of 
can be, into delightful Jblid fubfiances. 
It may be more truly fadd of this influ** 
cnce df the defiresy on the ienagination^ 
ibzn^ tht foetus fen^ that it 



«(. 



■gives to aiery nothing 



^^ A local habitation and a name/* 

Shjlkesp. 

We need not then be in the leaft fur- 
jprized, that men fhould prefer this 
.greater fliare of homage, though i«^«- 
cerey to the /mall fortiony which grati- 
tude would procure them, while they 
can thus ingenioully impofe on them- 
felves, fo as generally to take it for the 
free language of the heart. 

We do not maintain, this pretended 

attachment extorted by fear, can fully 

fatisfy the individual, who is the oo* 

jeft of it, or that he always lays any 

^great dependance on it. As for giving 

F;^ ,thorougk 
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'^thorough iktisfacbion, that it withaiit 
doiibt does not, as lias been frequently 
faid, in the former part of this book. 
But this its inaiility to i^Sord full cn^ 
jqycnenl^ to the llxnofl: boundlefs de- 
Ares of man, it has in common, with 
all other pleafures, which, though peo- 
ple appear xlcarly to think otherwife 
by their canduM^ never can, -either fe- 
parateiy or all together, afford men the 
rejl ox fatisfxzi^lon they feek. 

And as for i\xtfi^picions^z perfon in 

•power Tietrays, on certain occafions, of 

tht fallacy ^Xid emptinefs of thefe mighty 

prdfefiioAS, it is not denied but that -he 

much more than fulpects tliem, he eveu 

abfolutely and direftly gives them the 

Jie^ when threatened with daw^r of any 

idnd. But wlien no evil is tmpendin^^ 

4ie ufes his utmoft endeavoxirsi, and tn 

form meafure fucceeds, in pcrfuading bim" 

felf this attachment towards him, fo 

ftror^gly profeOed, is really exiftiog, in 

tlie pretenders to it, and is nat a tribute, 

4jaid by their fears to his high Jlatioriy 

biut theipontaneous manifeilation of the 

iOve they feel for , him, for hU own fake. 

Without 
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Without Kavitig recotirife. to this rajhi-^ 
nefs and plf-impojition^ it would be im* 
poflible to account for the fkafure^ aif 
people receive, from the civilities and^ 
friendly offers of perfons, who are at- 
ihofl utter Jlr angers to them. - Thefe, 
though when examined coolly^ they ap- 
pear not to merit, having any confi-^ 
dence repofed in them ; yet people, with- 
out netejfity^ will never fcrutinize them 
fo clofely, but rather chufe to ajjiji the 
deceit^ by confidering them, as the jf«- 
cere emanations of the fouL- 

Thefe declarations of efteem and love,, 
are alfo agreeable on another account. 
For, fuppofing them ever fo infincerc, 
they ftill pay a very real compliment to the 
power of him, in whofe favor they are 
made. They manifeftly /roi;^, that the 
perfon, who condefcends to put them 
in praftice, experts fome good by fo do- 
ing, or fears fome evilj by neglefting 
it. For . no one can abandon truths 
that is>. the natural love of appearing 
fuch as he really /V, but through the 
hope of fome other good expefted by 
ihe deceit A very f?nall ihare of what 

F 3 a man 
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a man iis pleafed to fancy an advan- 
tage, is, it is true, in general, a fuifi- 
cient motive to engage him to counter' 
fjptty but ftill, it is abfolutely neceflary,. 
ypwitf fliould be hoped for, before he: 
will ^oof to employ byfocrijy. and falj}^ 



CHAFi^ 
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CHAPTER THE TiwTH. 

A brief defcription of form of the methods y 
fruClifed by private perfoiis, to obtain 
the chief place ^ in each other's efleem 
and affeRiony that is j in other words^ 
to reiga completely over one another^* 

FEW 6r none will deny, but that a 
dejire topleafe^ founded on the dread 
ot the ili-confequences,- which may at-- 
tend difpleafing, is the^^t^ of the adu- 
lation paid to a fovereign prince which 
we have been reafoning, upon, in the 
foregoing chaptier : but how, will it be 
afked, does^ it happen, that people, 
through folitenefs SLVid good breedin^^ treat 
their equals and often their inferiors 
with reffe^ and frofejftons of friend-- 
fhipf 

Fear of deaths or appreheniion of 
hodily punijhment^ or of the lofs of what 
is ci&tdL fubfiance^ are, I confefs, in the 
liutir cafe, quite out of the queftion, 

F4 but 



[ « ] 

But there urc an innumerable train of 
€tber terrors^ which if not commonly as 
violent as tho£b of deatb, or corfor^l fuf- 
JerlngSy are Jiill neverthelefs real fears. 
Granting then, a man does not ufually 
love fraijiy refpeSj and affeilion^ as 
liluch as life^ yet we fuppofe him to 
love them, in fome degree \ and if he is 
fiigpofed to love them, he muft alio fear 
his not enjoying them, fear always ^Iv- 
ijiingy where there u love. 
' Loving then confideration and ejieem^ 
which he looks upon as good^ and con- 
fequently/ir^r/^^, the being deprived of 
this^ good, he muft of courfe fear the 
ferfon^ whether he be his fuperior, equal 
or inferior, in whofe power it is to 
withhold from him this beloved ejleem or 
regard. Thus he muft dread this neigh- 
bour of his, though of no greater rank 
or authority than himfelf, becsmfe he 
confiders him as poilefled of an head and 
hearty of whofe moft favorable fentl- 
metitSy he has a reftlcfs ambition, to be- 
come the principal objed. He may not 
have exprcTsly perfuadcd himifelf, this, 
man's^ goed opintQv^ wliich he isr thus 

torment- 
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tormenting himfelf about, wiH Be 
fuiEcient alone^ to render him thoroughly 
content ; but his laboring for it, witk 
fuch unremitting ardor,. afford;5 a full 
CQnviSlion of his imagining;^ at the prefent 
time, that without ity ne can, by ho 
means, attain to happinefs. 

k is mot defigned now to prove, how 
every one by the love of any things 
which afFeftioa muft be attended, with 
fear of not obtaining the wiihed for good, 
or of lejing it, after it has been obtained,, 
unwilling as fuch a perfon may be to 
acknowledge zfuperior^ yet by the above 
love and fear^ aftually makes the thing, 
thus loved and feared, of much greater 
confequence than himfelf, and on one oc- 
cafion, at leaft, really and truly be- 
comes the flave, of M^hat he thus defires. 

This, even feveral judicious fagan- 
authors, as Cicero, Horace, Perfius^ 
and others, were thoroughly fenfible of, 
though they took little or no trouble to 
account for ity as many Chrijiian ones, have 
£xK:e; aope, very acutely and lumi* 

* Qcsro, Fargd 5. « Horafp lib. 2f fat. 7. 
iP^ fat. 5, EpiSet* paflim. 

noufly* 
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C4X1%* In acknowledging the matter of^ 
fail however, the former, are as unani^ 
mous and exprefs^ as the latter. Hence 
the proverb common among them ; 
^ Anima magir eft' uht amat\ quam ubi' 
^ animat.'^ From a convi<5libn, that a 
vehement inclination effeftually binds 
one to whatever objeft had caufed it, 
proceeded Arifti'ppus^s vain boaft relative 
to Thai's t\it courtezan, " that he kept 
** her, but was not kept by her fx«> ooo! 
kH ixofj^u ; hence, in fine, Seneca^s pointed 
Sentence, concerning the avaricious, 
that " they do not poffefs riches^ but arer 
** pojfejfed by them f /* which is a fenti- 
ment, no lefs true of that particular 
paffion, than of ^?//'the others, without 

exception but we fliall dwell no' 

longer on this head, as well, becaufc 
the theme is rather /^<?Y/-/7^, many hav- 
ing already handled* it, with extreme 
perfpicuity and judgment, but princi- 
pally, becaufe we do not chufe to wander' 
for any time from our (ubjeft, with' 
which, the above inquiry has no imme-- 
diate connedion ; what we meant to^* 

t AvarosnoH hldbere cRititiASrJed haberi* 

infift: 



ioSSt OB here, being only, that all meiD 
endeavour, either by violent met hods y 
"Ci^en they imagine they can Jafely- 
employ fuch, or by gentU and artful 
ones, when they think thefe laft will 
anfwer their purpofe hefl^ to reirn over 
all things^ of what r/ink or degreejoever in: 
the creation^. 

Although, as we. premifed in the laft 
chapter^ it would be utterly impoffible,. 
to give a particular defcription of all the. 
labors men undereo, 2ind tht Jlratagems 
they put in prad:iG6, in order to' obtain 
a fovereign authority^ over the affe^lions^ 
of their mtire fpecies, yet fome of the 
principal fliall be briefly hinted at, be- 
fore we come to inquire, what i//J- a man 
would make of the uncontroledrulcy he is 
in queft of '^ in which laft queftion, we 
are much more interejiedj a& it is to fup- 
ply us, with but too many, corroborating, 
proofs, of the. /hocking depravity we con- 
tend for, in. mankind. 

The end^ for which all men aft and 
fpeak, . is the fame, as has been ihewn 
sJready. They ail fclicit conjideraiion 
and love^, though aftei- very different: 

methods^. 
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fhethods. Each confidfers what 1^ fndff" 
. 'valued by people in^emral, or by thofe 
in f articular J who form one fociety with 
him. The goiid opinion of thofe, he ^r/? 
endeavours to gain, by doing what, he 
apprehends will be moft agreeable to them. 
After having captivated thofe, he hopes- 
afterwards to fucceed, in like manner^ 
with others ; and fb on, until he ac- 
quires the univerfal ejhem of all intelli^ 
gent beings. 

But as it often happens, that what a 
man perceives in moji refute^ among 
thofe he calls countrymen, he cannot 
himfelf amve at, or cannot at leaft be 
as eminent in it, as he wiflies ; in this 
cafe, he either follows the courfe, at- 
tended with moJi reputation^ and then 
perfuades himfelf, he fliall, one time- or 
other^ be more famous therein, than any 
perfon bcfides; or, fliould be not be 
more renowned for thai art or fcience^ 
now in fuch high efttmation, he makes 
no doubt but his other great perfeRions^ 
joined to the moderate knowledge, he 
has in this art or occupation, will, at 
length, procure him a fuperior regard^ 

irooi 
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^froiH the people iji queftion. ^* For, 
fays he, " thoijgh this fcience or myftery 
be w^ valued in our town, country, 
or kingdom, it is not however, the 
only endowment, which is prized : 
and though it may poffibly maintain 
•^' the pre-eminence, over any other ^;z^/^ 
** qualification, yet it is impoffible it 
^' fhould outweigh, in the public opi- 
*^* nion, the 7W^;2y I am poffeffed of/* 

Thus he reafons, when he follows the 
^rowd, as he moft commonly does : but 
when he utterly defpairs of fucceeding, 
in any tolerable manner, in this fo much 
admired purfuit, he then ftrikes out 
nnother road, to efteem and affcftion. 
When he acts thus, he ftrongly defires, 
and confequently experts, that, however 
difregarded the occi^pation or ftudy, to 
which he has dedicated his time, be at 
fr^fenty it vrSiJhortly be more confidered 
and approved, than any other profeffion 
^or literary entquiry whatfoever ; and that 
loAg before he dies himfelf, allowing he 
ihould, like other mn, be ob%ed to fub-- 
mit to death. 

But as in any large coUeftion or heap 
^i men, it rarely iapperis, fo grtat and 

tini* 
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"umverfai a preference is given Aolbi 
who excel in one employment, as to 
\t3iVt other turfuits didflitute of admirers^ 
a man being then fed and tncouraged^ 
from the beginMing, by the eommenda' 
.tions of his acquaintance, from thence 
takes occafion to flatter bimfelf, with 
the moft Mfiiverfd favor. 

It ought, after what has been sdready 
fo often faid, to be unneceflary for us to 
repeat, that what is eagerly wifhed for 
•or defiured, mujl alfo be expefted. And 
therefore as men^s defires, are almoft 
always, wild^ unreafondhle^ and intircly //«- 
j^fl^W^tobeevercompaffed, fo muft their 
hopes be equally ridiculons and abfurd. 

I did not pretend to enumerate and 
point out the various methods, by 
which differ£nt men, and even the 
fame man^ at different times, aim at 
fovereign rt4e and uriiverfal love. To at- 
tempt to particularize them sdl, would 
be to go about numberingthe fiars in the 
firmament J or the fand on the fea-fhore» 
;as in every a^lion^ ivord^ thought^ and 
motion^ — whether he fpeaks, or is filent 
' — ^whether he cats^ drinks, or whatever 

elic 
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iclfe a man does, he does all fir his wwn 
, honor — ^he, I fay, purfues the greats the, 
in a manner, >only-^ndj of being alqne 
efteemed, alone loved, alone adored. 
Amone the various, and feemingty 
jcontradioory ways, which all rational 
.creatures, who place their felicity in 
themfelves take, to bring about the 
great concern of acquiring the regard of 
pthers, the following feemed to me the 
moft -extraordinary^ as the perfori ap- 
pears to make the greateft facrijice fof^ 
fihle^ in order to come at the aforefaid 

food opinion, at any rate. This facri- 
ce is no lefs than dejiroying himfelf, t^ 
fave himfelf : abandoning himfelf, to 
^referve himfelf, or to fpeak intelligibly^ 
and without myjlery^ a man will often 
feem — O vile cozenage ! — ^he will, I fay, 
fret end to £nd faujlt with himfelf —a 
^proceeding, of all fallacies the mojl fal- 
lacious ! in order to gain the affection of 
the perfon* he is converting with. Wc 
jefcrve for the n.ext chapter, a full ex^ 
amination of \}xi?^ fur prizing manoeuvre^ in 
ail appearance fo repugnant to the am^ 
bition of unbounded ejteem^ he is perpetii- 
illy Janguifhing for* 
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CHAPTER THE Eleventh. 

One of the grcateft facrifices men make^ 
and the moft deceitful ftratagems tbey 
fradifej to acquire each other* s love, 
pointed out and reafoned on* 

THE foul and body of man arc 
united, in the clofeft conneclioA. 
No earthly union can form fo lively aa 
image of the ejfential unity of the God- 
head. This unity has had ^ pajiy it 
now has a prefent^ and it even has ayi/- 
ture in hope. The care to preferve this 
unity is not only natural to him, as it 
is to other parts of the creation, but 
it is his Jirjl natural tendency^ His for^ 
mer unity no longer fubfifts here below^ 
but in his idea^ as the future only does 
in his hope: fiill man, in his mind, 
unites the pajl^ prefent^ and future^ and 
of the three compofes a ftn^ fubftance, 
of each part of which he is equally fond* 
This fondnefs is not elective \ it is na^ 

tural 
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iural and necejfary. For loving his pre* 
fent exiftence, he muft, in an equal de« 
gree, love thcfaft^ v^hich does not at 
all differ from it in fuhfiance^ but in 
jcertain accidental circumuances of time, 
place, &c. His prefent beings is more- 
over derived from, or founded upon, 
the paji^ and he cannot be fo warmly 
attached to the former ^ without having 
an equal intercft in the latter^ from 
which it immediately flows, and to 
which it bears fo thorough a likenefs. 
What, in fine, is a man's pajl . or pre- 
fent exifience, but himfelf^ and if fo, 
xan he poflibly cenfure or bate it ? 

It is true, that though being is not 
an objeft of the fenfes^ but of the 
undevfianding^ which can apprehend 
fubfiances^ without relation to time or 
place ^ ftill that the fenfes, operating at 
this fiioment of his actual exiflence^ may 
. render ijiim more attentive to the prefent^ 
as well as more attached to it. But 
this effeft can only be produced in the 
-imagination : for the underfianding can 
ibrm no judgment^ by which the pafl 
cziilence of a man, ihall be pronounced 

G inferior^ 
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inferior^ in dignify or importance^ to the 
frefent. — So much for what is natural 
and necejfary^ where we have been for a 
very little time obliged to have recourfc 
to metaphyfics. — To defcend now to mo- 
rals^ and apply the ibo\t principles to 
our fubjeft. 

We have feen over and over, how 
unrighteous man necejfarily loves himfelf, 
and every thing for himfelf: how he 
places his chief means of happinefs, in 
the obedience and regard of his whole 
fpecies ; hoping, that when he fliall be 
iii thorough poffcfllon of this univerfal 
afFeftion, his underfianding fliall, at the 
Hiihe time, be able to pronounce him 
^x anting nothing^. fupremely excellent^ — in 
a word, happy. Now, while th^efieem 
of the meaneft fcuUion is fuppofed to. 
be denied him, his felicity can never, 
in his principles^ be complete : for there 
would be fomething wanting^* -and the 
idea of happinefs excludes the leafi want. 
And not only any individual's refiifing 
ejieem, but refufing to confer it in the 
mofi unbounded manner^ would ftill ren- 
der the felicity defective^ and therefore 
no felicity. But 
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But whoever, profeffing the higheft 
Value for one, fuch as he is at frefentj 
teftifies a difapprobation of the fame 
man, fuch as he was laft week or laft 
year, offers' him but a moft limited and 
partial regard^ which, whatever the 
other may pretend, can never content- 
him. What he was laft year, or laft 
week, is, as we have briefly ftiewn, no 
lefs hiinfelf^ than what he is at prefent* 
And to labor to make him dijfatif- 
jf^rf withhimfelf, fuch as he was then, 
is, in reality, nothing lefs than to re- 
quire him to dijfolve his unity^ by hating 
it, which is utterly unnatural and 2;«- 
pojjfibte. 

Yet, however amiable a man is to him- 
felfj in his paft, prefent, and future 
ftate, experience attefts, he will very 
readily always leave his faji^ and com- 
monly even his future felf^ at your mer- 
cy, provided you will confent to love 
him, fuch as he is at prefent. When 
I allow, he will give up the future and 
paft, I mean only to grant, that he will 
appear to give them up; becaufe, as 
was already maintained, every man muft 

G 2 necefla- 



»iicc^flarily defire to refcue his inttre/elf 
ffrom infamy J hatred y or whatever is 
. contrary to the unbounded love he pants 
for. . Indeed, fo powerful is the charia 
. iAfrefent enjoyment y over a perfoh*s ima* 
gindtion^ that provided we tell him, wc 
regard him, fuch as he is at^prefent, but 
i do not cfteem him, fuch as he w^x in.a 
former year,, he will, if he cannot poffefs 
bothy feize the affisdion you aSlually of- 
fer him, and will, at firji^ . even join 
^ with you, in condemning his formr fetf. 
^But, when he thinks he has gained a 
, great ,ihare of your confidence ^ and be- 
lieves himfelf y«r^ of your regard for 
. his prefent iHf, ht will then, very vi- 
fiblv, become anew ffflicitousy ; for wh^t 
' he lately appeared to have fo chearfuUy 
, abandoned to your indignation. He 
will tell you, " he does not deny, but 
•* he was to blame ; but certainly not 
* ** near as much^ as he feems, on a firfi 
. « vieWy to have been. Qh, there were 
^' ^«/ow;^rrf, circumftances, which peo- 
** pie do not take into . confideration, . 
*" when they fo freely d§al about their 
"^^^ /^«/i^/r of his.cofidudi:. .Were thefe 

" " cen- 



«^ cenfurers in his fituation, they would 
«« find they could not have afted vther" 
«^ wife. What do I fay ? Not a man 
«« of them would have known, how to 
*^ extricate himfelf out of that perverfe 
<«'aflFair, with i&^^ hig judgment or in- 
«<^ tegrity* But nothing folks are fo 
<« liberal of as cenfure, except advic^. 
^^ — As for his part, he is determined - 
•*^ to give himfelf no fort of trouble, 
*^ about contradifting^ or refuting what 
*« -they may fay- But as his motives 
*« and intentions muft be better known 
^^ to himfelf, than to thofe open-mouth- 
*« ed railers* nobody can think it ftrange, . 
" that, after having fcrutinized his con- 
*« dud, with the utmoft coolnefs and 
" ' impartiality J — juft as if he wcrie not 
*< himfelf the perfon in queftion, he 
*^ flxould, on zn unprejudiced rtvicw of 
•* it, acquit and exculpafe himfelf to 
^ himfelf, and to thofe few fons of 
^ candor J who have too much found 
fenfe to judge of matters, according 
to their external appearamt^ but labor " 
rather to exaiTiine every;thing, with- - 
"* out -t^rc^-ollt-Xon cr (.vj-fjv.V . If. he finit';, 
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he \\2i'^ fucceeded wit\i tRe perfon, hewaji 
addremng, in words to the above pur- 
pofe, he next openly and avowedly jujii^ 
fes his former felf. And if this ne\y 
ftep fhould alfo appear to be well-re" 
ceived by his hearer, he proceeds after 
to claim a great Ihare of merk^ from 
the very tranfadUon, he fo readily joined 
to condenin, in the beginning. At laft, 
he arrives at the Jummit to which all 
men afpire, I mean the raijing his for- 
mer felf, as high in your ejieem as hi^ 
prefent j that in his pajly prefent^ and 
future capacity J \it may form a complete 
ONE, which you, and all other exiftr 
^nces, Ihall obey^ reverence, and love. 

When then it was allowed, a man 
gave up a part of his former condudl, 
for prefent ejieem^ the conceffion muft bp 
imderftocd, as it has been fully explain,- 
ed in this chapter-^that if he cannot 
make a better bargain, or has reafon tp 
dread, an apology for his former aftions, 
might make him Jofe all the value, you at 
prefent profefs to have for him, he wijl 
in fuch C2k, forfeit the paft, for the qui^t 
enjoyment of the prefent. But >ve ttedr 

faftlj^ 
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faftly contend, that this feeming fdf- 
condemnation, is nothing but fdion 
and deceit. 

A man can make no divifton^ nofe- 
faration of himfelf. Such as he was 
formerly^ fuch as he is now^ and fuch as 
he fliall be hereafter^ be is lovely^ he is 
dear to himfelf — I had almoft faid he is 
infinitely dear ■ ■ but I can with truth 
maintain, he is dearer to himfelf, than 
are all beings befides: wherefore this 
condemnation or fplitting of himfelf ^ is 
mockery and error. At the very time, 
the mouth is uttering words oi reproof ov 
abhorrence^ his heart is, at the fame in*- 
ftant, vindicating and approving. Nor 
is he deprived of all hopes, of being one 
day able to bring, not only you, but all 
mankind, to ^eem and love what he 
now condemns, in order to pleafe you, 
as much as you profefs to value him, 
fuch as he actually is. What have I faid 
of lofing hopes ? He entertains the 
Jlrongefi^ of effecting it hereafter. For 
the prefent, he endeavours to appear^ to 
you and even to himfelf content under 

G4 the 
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the weight of this diflike to his former 
condudt. 

But the hearty in its fecret and almoft 
inmoft recejffesj abfolutely detejis this 
judgment of yours : it ftrives to annul 
the fentence : it even filently meditates 
an appeal y from yourfelf to yourfelf — 
that is, from you now a/leep or drunk ^ to 
yourfelf, when awake or fober. How- 
ever, as all thefe doings and cabalings 
are private^ and that no operi and bare* 
faced vindxc^tion is yet attempted, we 
may, in one fenfe^ fafely ackiiowledgej^ 
a man will facrifice every thing, to pur- 
chafe immediate affeHion* 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER THE Twelfth. 

AH the efforts men make^ to gain power ^ 
over each other* s hearts^ vain — Thcje * 
even, who enjoy an exterior authority 
over people cannot, by any methods 
whatever, purchafe their affeHion, 
though tbdt was the end, for which 
they Jo vehemently coveted fovereignty. 

TO defcribe more of the infinitely 
various methods put in praftice, 
or of the different appearances affumed 
by men, in order t0 rule over one an- 
other, with the mojl unbounded fway, 
might perhaps be tirefome to the reader, 
and would certainly be unnecejfary. If 
it has been proved, with as much evi- 
dence as moral {xxh]tdis admit, that every 
deliberate aftion of each man, tends me-- 
diately or immediately to the grand pur- 
pofe, of ufurping univerfal authority, 
over the whole creation, this truth, be- 
ing deeply and repeatedly impreffed, on 

a f erfon's !r.ind,, net rictny e^^arrplcs arc 

* » - ,1 



C io6 3 

then wanting, to awaken his attention, 
to obferve the fenfible inftances, which 
will hourly offer themfelves to him, in 
his converfation with mankind, in fup- 
port of it. 

In the laft chapter, we mentioned and 
dwelt on the greatejl effort man makes, 
and the moft precious facrifice, he can 
poffibly immolate, to fecure to himfelf, 
as he fondly expefts, the poffeffion of 
•his much ambitioned dominion. This 
was no lefs, than a pretended abandon- 
ing, difuniting, hating of himfelf, in 
hopes he may, the third day, rife glori- 
ous and immortal, never more to be lia- 
ble to feparation or corruption^ in the 
whole of his being, or in any of its 
farts. 

But even by this lafl effort, though he 
yielded up much^ he acquired very little. 
The perfon before whom he mangled 
himfelf, like a prieft of Baal, in order 
.to gain an influence over him, was 
deaf to his fupplications and fufferings. 
His demand was immoderate, and could 
not be complied with. He had the ab- 
furd prefumption, to call to his neighs 

bour 
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bour for love^ that is in effeA, he im- 
pudently begged the latter, to pennit 
him to reign over him, in the moft 
ferfed manner that any being can enjoy 
authority over another, I mean by be- 
ing beloved ; but the petition foon met 
the angry denial it merited. The neigh- 
bour, deeming himfelf vaftly more wor- 
thy of command, replied in a rage, by 
a requifition of the like nature. 

Tnefe are the pretenjions^ men mean to 
eftablifli, when they difcover what they 
fancy their excellencies one to another. 
But they wafte their pains and time, to 
no purpofe : as neither the moft flattering 
compliments, nor wily harangues will 
ever bias a man, to ejleem another as 
much as, not to fay more than himfelf^ or 
beftow any power on that other, which he 
can himfelf exercife. And were not 
power ^ the chief objeft of every one's 
defires, ftill the fenfe men entertain of 
the fellnefs of their own vitiated nature, 
would render them extremely unwilling^ 
to confer more of it, on another, than 
what they could not keep from him. 
-'This Lord Bofmgbroke owned, when 

(with 
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(with the only difference that, whl^ I 
term fellnefs and barbarity^ he calls - 
frailty) he obferves, that " reafon does 
certainly inftruft every man, even 
from a confcioufnefs af his own frailty j 
" &c. to truft as little power as pojjible 
*' to any other man ^/* 

But how would a man behave, were ' 
it poffible for him, to arrive at the au" 
thority^ he is, all the days of his life, ^ 
in purfuit of ? and firft, before we en* 
deavour to folve that queftion, let us 
add a few general remarks, to what we 
already faid, on the nature of the power, 
pofleffed by one human creature, over 
another. It is not the dominion ambir 
tioned, we mean to delineate. That, as 
was already obferved, is of fuch wonder- 
ful extent, that it is utterly incompre- 
heniible, and can only be hinted at by 
negative terms. Some faint idea has in* 
deed already been conveyed of it in thit 
book, when it was obferved, there is • 
no vifible or invifible creature, which • 
man does not wilh to have fuhjecl to ' 

• D!ner?.:ijn on P.irTic^ !ett 13. 

1, • ♦•••^ 
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- liim, arid that, with an obedience un- 
. acquainted with the leq/i reftridion. 

What we now propofe to treat of is 

•the power— wo^ tnat which men covet j 

; but that they may fojffibly enjoy, the 

tife they make of the Ihare they are en- 

trufted with, and efpecially, being of 

the difpofition we reprefcnted, in the 

former part of this effay, how they muft 

, neceffarily aft, towajrds their inferiors^ 

; had they reigned, free from the jippre- 

henfion of any : bad confcquencc to 

> themfelves,, in cafe of mifiule. 

Though it be certain that no man, 
does naturally, and of him/elf^ poffefs 
qualifications, which can enforce fub- 

> miilion or. obedience from other men, 
yet it often happens, that particular 
perfons enjoy a fort of fway over otherSf 
which is called rule or dominion. This 

. power, like all other good gifts, is com- 
Inunicated to them from above, that 
they may promote, as much as they are 
able, a willing fubmiffion to God — the 

. mnly real fower. But this divine purpofe 
is almoft always ncglefted ; fovereigns 

, Jjeing generally occupied more, in pro- 
claiming 
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claiming and extending their own ZVL* 
thority, than in laboring to draw the 
attention of other men, from them- 
felves, in order that they may only fee 
and confider the Creator, who reigns 
over all things. 

In this perverfe and unjuft defire they 
however fucceed. They are thought 
to be really powerful, in them/elves^ and 
he^ from whom they derive their power, 
and who guides the execution of it, is 
very little confidered or attended to. 
To the earthly emperor or king, many 
other men jeem obedient ; but, as was 
already faid, the obedience is nothing 
lefs than folid. There appears union ; 
but, in faft, th^re is nothing among 
them but difunion. They, all appear 
peaceably fubje(fl to this one man, but 
in reality they are always, at leaft in de? 
lire, in a ftate of actual war againft him. 
They only obey, until they can them- 
felves find an opportunity to govern. 
Fear is the only tie, which keeps them, 
in this imperfect fubmiflion to him, and 
that being once removed, they always 
attempt to free themfclves from it. 

A3 
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As their own particular felicity is the 
aim of all their aftions, it is for them • 
felves they labor, not for their monarch. 
Not one of them but ftrongly hopes to 
reign himfelf hereafter^ over the perfons 
and afFeAions of all other beings ; but 
until the period arrives, when thefe de- 
fires are to be accomplifhed, though he 
never ceafes feizing as much royalty, 
in the mean time, as his fear will fufFer 
him, he yet, by reafon of the fame 
featj patiently endures, that another 
ihould ufurp a throne, which by right, 
he thinks, only belongs to himfelf. 

But whatever meafures, he may keep 
exteriorly with his king or fultan, he in 
reality hates him^ above all men. He may 
put his body^ when he appears before him, 
into poftures, which leem to denote 
reverence and affeilion ; but it is all 
hypocrify^ as the emperor himfelf is often 
well aware of. For, in fpite of their 
frojirations and genuflexions^ he com- 
monly has thofe ^-ui^^ fubjefts fearched, 
•for fear any of them fhould, in the 
midft of his adorations^ as a proof of itiU . 
more ardent love^ thruft a dagger into l^s 

breaft, 
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breaCty -^ his dear friends did to Julius 
Cafar. So different is leveiy man's in- 
terior and fecret opinion of other men, 
from the -open and avowed language, 
he always ufes, by way of compliment 
to himfelf and them, that they r^pofe 

. no confidencein each other, Imt when it 
cannot be avoided. And it is well judged : 
for inconceivable is ene perfon's hatred 
necefiarily againft another, and efp^ially 
againft thofe in power ^ they being moft 
ia the way of what every body covets. 

It is however ludicrous enough, to ob- 
ferve, howJjoth king and fubjeds beftir 
themfelves, to perfaade on.e another, 
and even themfelves (when their appre^ 
heniions are not too ftrong to fuffer the 

felfimpofitian to be- carried- on) of their 
mutual affection. The fubj^s, when 
they think they cannpt conveniently ex- 
pel Jbim, endeavour to make him, and 
what is more ftrange, even themfelves^ 

'• believe, that, tbou^ he were as ftupid 
as Claudius, and as unfit to govern, 
yet that they efteem him the only per- 

r-fon among t^em, equal to theii^eight 

. oi the fupreme dignity. Nay what is 

more. 
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piore, when any of them finds it Im- 
poffible for him, to afl'ume the fove- 
reignty at prefent^ he will with the 
fweeteft moderation in the world pro* 
teji^ and that even to himfelf, he is in- 
finitely better pleafed, the reigning 
prince, be he who or what he will, 
iliould continue in office, than be him* 
felf chofen in his (lead. It would be a 
thoufand pities to pafs over fuch wori'^ 
derful modejiy^ without attempting to 
explain its caufes. 

Be it then known, that when a man 
defpairs of being immediately able to 
bring about what he defires, he either 
always conceals the aftual Jirength of 
his defire from others, and even from 
himfelf, or he almoji intirely per- 
fuades himfelf, he harbors no fuch de- 
fire at all. He cannot be fully and /«//- 
mately fatisfied, he had not the defire in 

2ueftion, becaufe no being can be fatif- 
ed with, or firmly believe, what is not 
true: he, however, convinces himfelf 
of it, in a great meafure^ becaufe it is 
neceflary, for the enjoyment of any 
ihare of content or peace, that hci 

H fliould 
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Ihould not "be thoroughly fenfible joi 
own weaknefs. For, were he fully ac* 
^uainted with his inability to compaA 
Jiig wifhes, he would, in that cafe^ be 
very miferable^ becaufe this cohviftloa 
would xoniidcrably dirainifh, or rather 
intirely take away, his felf-efteem^ in 
whicn the happinds of all rational bd- 
ings confifts. 

Thus deprived of pride or felf-opinion^ 
vanity alfo ceafes to exift. For fuppofc 
a peribn, intimately convinced of hiS own 
weaknefs or imperfedtion, and he would 
:be totally indiflbrent to all the poems ot* 
orations^ that would attempt to make 
.him believe the contrary. Were meti 
to have an exceedingly exalted or a very 
mean notion of themfelves, vanity would 
find ho entrance in either ftate. It is> 
x>hly, becaufe men entertain an hejitating 
fort of belief of their ments. Which con- 
ceit is frequently and luccefsfuUy op-, 
jpofcd by divine lights that they h^ve 
Tecourfe to human teftimony, iojirengtben 
tthemfelVes iii the belief of their vwn 
^'worth. But the faocy^ of any fdf* 
t^celkni;^ wo^uld immediately vaniflty 

if 
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rinability to briHG^ abeufT' their defires* 

Wheretore, to hi^ this inoirfeifying figM; 
of weaknefs from themielves and others, 
thty lahr%o perfuade themfdves, and id 
Jbnte tmafure fucceed, that they are ^ 
aduated by any fuch defires at all, oi" 
.at leaft, in no grsat degree. 

Hence .proceed a tniiltitude of the 

Amfudent aflertions, people dally hear* 

'One, fordnftance, who cannet conftantly 

afford many oourfes at hi^ table, wiH 

.dare affirm, at firft to -others, at length 

^evento hmfelf^ that he is as well (XHitent 

with a fingle fervice. But he is an ink* 

.ffjiof^ and the worft^f xmpoftors, a« 

: ne impofes even on himfilf^ whom he i« 

. vwre pariktdarly bound %o lead, as much 

as in him lies, to the knowledge of 

; truth in all things. For though this 

Jelf'fiducerm^y not covet to eat of everv 

diih, in a repaft.^of many ^ourfe^, ftiu 

he ivilhes it ihould be in his ftwer to da 

io^ if hfi chufes ; moreover, expence oi 

tkit foit, being one oi ihe figns of 

f9mf and magntpcencc^ he really amlnti- 

vons it, as lie does ftately.ps^ces^ cofil^ 

JH^ .furnir 



t ii6 ]■ 

ftrhiture, troops of attendants, and 
• 'Whatever elfe is calculated to convfey 
in idea of grandeur. 

Another juggler will proteft, and 
fometimes even add ferjury to lying by 
fv?earihg, he is as well fatisfied with 
one country houfe, as he would be 
with more ; with two horfes to his 
carriage, as with fix ; with a lingle fer- 
vant behind it, as with many— thud 
ever ready to fill the minds of others, 
and his own with faljhoods^ when he' 
thinks they may, for a moment, con- 
tribute to avert his eyes, and thofe of 
his acquaintance, from the eonfideration 
6f his want of fufficiency^ to live in a$ 
much Jplendor as other people. 

By thefe fallacious methods of con- 
cealing then* w'iaknefs from themfelvesy 
and from as many more credulous foolsy 
as they can perfuade, men, it \^ true, da. 
not fall quite fo lo^ rn their oWh eyes.' 
And, being fi:ill fortified with fome re- 
maining good opinion of themfdves, they 
have fpirit enough left, to fally out 
openly and violently into the high-; 
ways, and thcr6> as we have io often 

defcrir 
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defcribcd, attempt to rob all paflfengerg 
of their ejieem and affedion. 
. JHaving thus explained as briefly and 
clearly as I could, mankind^s dexterity^ 
in removing their eyes, from any pro- 
fpeft that might leffen their imaginary 
importances which was clofely connefted 
with my fubjeft, I return to the general 
remarks I have yet to make, on the dif- 
pofition of kings and their fubje£ls, to« 
wards each other. 

It was before faid, that fubjefts, 
deftairing of being adtually able to 
4gree in dethroning the monarch, and 
in the apparent confequences of that 
Wieafure, remain quietly in their alle- 
giance. They do— but even while they 
continue in this fort of forced fubjeC" 
tion^ nothing i^ certainly more deceit- 
ful than the obedience paid him. It 
is all mockery and illufton. They fomcr 
times concur with him, in the very 
remote means of the happinefs he defires : 
but this extorted compliance is never 
with a view to his well-being, but air- 
ways with a view to their own. He 

H 3 ufe? 



Xifet them^ as medns to his hiippinds,, 
gnd they make ufe of hinij as the mans 
bf theirs* His bowels are cruel towards 
them ; and fo are theirs, tow^ds him*. 
ITiat is, whatever affeftion, he may 
through fear or other *arf motive, feem* 
to feel for them, he is in reaIity^j/^£/&rf, 
by the perveifenefs of his heart, to- 
ftcrific&them all to his Jeaft gratificatioriy 
fuppofing he thought he could do ife 
with fafetyy. that is, ftippofing he did 
not dread a greater evW from fuch an^ 
aftion, than* th« enjoyment would be, 
which he expe6ted from it. And they/ 
are all in the fame hq/iile. difpofitiont 
towards him, by reafon of the lika 
principles, which are nearly 2s corruption 
the fubjefts, as the rulers. 

It is true, that neither kings or their^ 
Saves would injure one another with-^ 
out propofing thereby good to them- 
felves. This has been frequently in- 
filled on, by feveral authors, eQiecialiy 
of late, and is, I confefs, indubitably 
true when well underftood. But as- 
many comiUmentary inferences, in favor 

of 
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e>f mankind, have been deduced £coin= 
the above unexplained principle, it is 
now time to examine it with fome at- 
tention, ^nd endeavour to ihew, how 
unjuftly people pretend to philanthropy^ 
and other imaginary qualities, upon thi9> 
very weak foundatioEU- 
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(Chapter the Thirteenth. 

The ufe^ or rather the horrible abufe, man 
would infallibly make of abfolute power ^ 
were it fojftble to enjoy it, in the exten- 
five manner, he virtually ambitions. 



LE T it be allowed, to Mr- Hobbes, 
that it is " impoffible, any man 
*' Ihould take pleafure in other men's 
•' great harms, without other end oi 
*' his own ^.'* — I am ready to acknow- 
ledge this, Hot only of all men, but like- 
wife with refped to every one of the 
infernal ffir its. Nothing is more indu- 
bitably true, than that no being can 
love evil, for evil itfelf: and therefore, 
no being can take pleafure, in making 
any other creature unhappy, where iC 
eipecls no good to itfelf, from the mi- 

f Leviathan^ part the firft, chapter the fixth. 

fery 
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fery of fuch a creature. But let us 
confider, how far this conceflion will 
authorize the extravagant and ridiculouij 
encomiums, which fome writers, in or- 
jder to pleafe men, beftow on them fo 
imdefervedly, and yet fo plentifully. 

Man is forfpoth a very harmlefs crea- 
ture, becaufe he will not do great evils 
toothers, unlefs he cxpc£ts fome plea- 
iure or benefit to himfelf by the mif- 
chiefs. Alas ! this is a very miferable 
fecurity^ were people to truft to it, which 
in faft no one does, when he can get 
any better^ For by every law, inftitu-* 
tion, and regulation, authentic tefti- 
mony is borne of the little good, that 
is to be expefted from man, and how 
prone he is to injvre others. Now 
though he will not do mifchief to ano- 
ther, unlefs he expefts it will be pro- 
duftive oi fome advantage to himfelf, 
yet the profpeft of t\it fltghteji good, is 
often capable of making him doom 
millions of men to deftruftion, provided 
he be not reftrained by fear^ or by ex- 
peftation of greater pleafure, from fuf- 
fering thofe millions to live. And really 
'6 it 



C 122 3 

it is a glaring inconjijlency to maijntaiift- 
^th certain late writers, that man can,, 
for any time, behave with jujtice^ bene- 
volence^ ox goodnefsy towards any being 
like himfelfy when he is, as we have* 
feea, fo bafe a ttaitor to the Creator, 
who is his only good^ and who^ by fO' 
many titles, merits all his afie6tion. 
But tlie faft is quite otherwife — than: 
as thcfc few mmern authors contend : 
for their fociable., humane^ and friendly 
man neceflariiy defires the immediate de^ 
JiruStion of all things, ais foon as he ima» 
gines they oj^fe the gratification of 
any of his favorite whims. — Thp moft: 
trivial iziXxxvt^ in any point of the cere- 
monious * attention, he fancies due to* 

him^ 

*Forno weightier reafon,-during the ad miDiftra^ 
tioQ of fbc infufitient Count D^kc (tOHvflnz^ 
'was kindled the yfwc between France and Spain^ 
vsibkh^ ia its coofequeoces^ proved fi> fatd to^ 
the greatoefs of the latter, th^ bcc^ieGardJoat; 
Mchlieu, in a letter to-that fioUcman^ omictdt 
either throQgh careleflheis or ide%a, to fubfcpiba 
hiinfelf the Count Dike's MOST obedient fer- 
vaot, thoogh he had declared bimfelf tbereitn. 

his 
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Kim, b^cts a fcrfevering and kadert' 

wrathy 

Ms obedient and humble one. But* tbe omiO- 
lion of the monofyllable »w/?, throw the Spa- 
if^ mmifler into a ri^, which nothing could 
iBoUify, until, as was faid| it involved his coua« 
try in a moft imprude&t and unfucce&fui war.. 
A gr«at maoy reladone, moft of them welKfoand- 
ed, of the implacable ftiry^ trifles^ like tbeabore^ 
have given rife to, and the melancholy Hfuea 
they were attended Ky, may be read in Monf. 
jRicher's •* Great Events from Little Gaufes/' to 
which we refer the reader ;. as >*^ thinii it aar 
undertaking morewantiEig in the ftudy of mo- 
ral phjlotrq>hy, to inquire, why fuch crifflCfi aod 
foUlos fo^ frequently did, and muft happea 
amoAg mem than to multiply in(lance« of iheic 
bavins afiuall}^ happened accordingly. For ever 
ry hiftoyy from that of Cains jealoufy towards 
Ins brother, to the complaint made by^thc Eng- 
ItfbmAtv Charles the Second agarnft what they 
termed the Thtteh's ^^Ahvfive PiElttr^s^" related 
in Monf. Vo/tairels relgnof Lewis the Fourteenth, 
is-fiili •cnoQgfa of e&tenfive accounts to the above 
purpofe^ wbich» as was juft nowobferved, being 
ntafters^ of faQ^ 9xc »ef« tfaek province than 
ottrs. W^berefore, coniiderlog the vaft muhi- 
tttde of fadi inftances, we produced them but 
very fparingly and briefly in this Eflay, \Xk or- 
der to leave the more room^ for reafoning* 
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yrrath, 28 Plautus * calls it, which, 
like fome of the deities of paganifm, is 
not to be appeafed without blood. — 

And were thefe writers themfelves to 

•• , • ■ ■ ' 

incur his difpleafure, no, matter how— r 
all the eloquent eulogies Uiey poured 
forth on his immenfe ferfedions^ con- 
trary to the murmurs of their confci- 
ence, would not purchafe them a mor 
ment's refpite longer than their /^ 
flattering neighbours, from the extermir 
riating frenzy of his flu6luating and per-: 
turbed heart. 

Some men would facrifice feveral 
hundred thoufands of their fellow crea- 
tures, for what they call rule or autho^ 
rity to themfelves. Sqmc, that they 
might behold what they deem a fjeaf" 
ingftght^ fuch as a combat or ^vtztjire^ 
would throw away the lives of many 
of their own fpecies, which lives^ at the 

* " Si quid bene facias, Icvior j^uma eft 

** gratia, 
5* Si quid peccatum eft, plimbeas iras ge* 

" runt," 

Plajit. Paen. 

time 
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time they wantonly deprive the fuffererg 
' bf them, they look upon, as the moft va-^ 
luable poffemon the latter enjoyed, and 
whofe lofs it will ever after be imprac- 
ticable to repair. Others, like the em- 
peror of Morocco^ would kill — hot pigs 
br dogs, but-^;w^;2, to try their fcyme- 
tairs edge : which aftion in the emperof 
proceeded, either folely from a defire 
of exercifing and minifefting his power, 
or folely from a curiofity^ to have a fen- 
fible proof of his weapon^s temper, or, 
as is more probable, from a mixture of 
bothw It is not in the leaft material ttf 
the argument, to inquire, what the far-^ 
ticular motive of fuch aftioris may have 
been : it is fufficient to know, in gene-* 
i'al, that they proceed from a deftre- of 
happinefs ; and that thofc, who aft in 
the above manner, though they do not 
perhaps believe, fhey mall be at once 
completely happy after the execution sf 
juft mentioned, yet they muft look 
tipon them, as meanSy by which, with 
the affiftarice of other means, they fliall 
htreafter arrive at the fupr erne happinefs, 
every one is in queft of. .: - 

• • One 
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One %ker making great havock in kif 
dominions, during. a long and bloody 
reign) gives orders that upon his death 
the principal nobility in the kingdom 
ihouid be maflacred, without any other 
faufe, than in order to oblige the re* 
mainder to mourn, if not their humam 
.prince's demife, at leaft their own friends 
4md relations cut off at the fame time. 

Another ^^;i//4^ and m^Ji man: (doubt« 
:lefs a great boafier oijmfibility^ philofih 
.fby^ and philanthropy J fets up a bonnetf 
^on a pole near an high road, command* 
4ng all .paiTengers, upon pain of diiUk$ 
to reverence ;it, as they would his migb^ 
tine/s himielf, were I^ prefent in pa> 
ion. 

A third wtjhed a numerous people 

liad but one neck, that he might de^ 

Jiroy them by a iingle ftroke. He who 

defired this, may, an a moral fenfe, be 

' conitdered as having dom it^ .power, not 

inclination^ being subne wanting. For 

/defire is an ailim begun^ which the per- 

{on who defires aecompliihesy. if he i:a% 

linlefs fuch deiire is afterwards* obUgefil 

tto give place to ibrnt^ron^er. 



'SoiAemcn have been ingenuous enough 
to exprefs openly, the inward and real^ 
though concealed and difguifed fenti- 
ments oiall^ when they prayed that none 
might live after themielves ^. I fay this 
muft be the univerfal^ however hidden^ 
ejaculation of all thofe, who feek for 
felicity in the enjoyments of this life : as 
all fuch nec^arily hate, that others 
ihould dill continue in poffeflion of iatif* 
fa^ions, of which they themfelves can 
no longer partake. This grudging felf^ 
tjhnefs^ is vifible to eveiy Dody in the 
.paifion known by the name of /ow, and 
it is bo leis rend and neceflary, in all the 
other modes oi felf^affedion^ though it 
may not be io evident to the geners^ 
Jity. 

If then man wijhes^ that no other 
'being fliould ezift when he ihall himfelf 

But another prince thought it much t$o lot^^ 
to have this calamity^ fo generally defired by 
all men, deferred till hh death, when he could 
•not himfelf be a joyful JpeElator of itt which 
made him alter .the fentimeat and fay, i/4i )i 

.be 
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be obliged td fubmit to death, is riot 
this annihilating the whole creation, ai^ 
far as he is abfe ? For who will deny, 
but we would a£lually deftroy thofe we 
Jirongly deftre to exterminate, did we not 
dread fomeevil to our/elves^ which might 
preponderate the pleafure we Ihould 
receive from the ruin we long for ? 

It would be an endlefs work, to col- 
left the inftances of the ibdvt /laughter' 
ing and inhuman nature, which eveiy 
hiftory fupplies but too abundantly. For, 
befides that the heaping up narrations 
of this fort would look like declama- 
tion or common place, which we have 
hitherto ftudioufly endeavoured to avoid, 
they are moreover quite unneceffary, 
three or four examples being as fuffici- 
ent for our purpofe, as fo many thou- 
fend. The next chapter will more fully 
difcover, how far they contribute to 
evince the horrid tendencies of mankind, 
and of thofe more apparently, who ap- 
proach nearejl to defpotic authority. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER THE Fourteenth. 

A fovefehn reigning with the unbounded 
authority every man longs for ^ fuppofid 

♦ therefore free from the apprehepfioH of 

funlf intent for mifrule Such d-prlnce 

^ould certainly JIaughter all hisfitbjeits^ 
— Perhaps he ivauld not lean)e cxne (f 
them alive^ at the end of his frjt year* s 
reign • 

I Know no reafon any man ihould 
flatter himfelf with a pretended Ipve 
tor hie fpecies, becaufe he may not have 
kt a city on fire, Yikstjsfero^ for thepleafure 
of feeing a fine fight, as that monarch 
thought it, or becaufe he did not wifli 
to flay feveral hundred thoufand men 
at a blow^ hke the emperor Caius^ com* 
nionly called Caligula^ for fome reafqn^ 
which may be thought equally frivo* 
lous. If a perfon, who thils values 
himfelf on an Imaginary attachment to 

I man- 
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mankind, would not covet the death 
of, or aftually deftroy when he believ- 
ed he covUd/afefy do it, multitudes of 
hisfpecies for fuch trivial motives, as 
are fuppofed to have urged the em- 
perors we juft fpoke of, to defire or 
commit the above flaughters, yet he 
would himfelf maiTacre them very free-' 
ly^ for coniiderations or gratifications 
neither more equitable, nor, in the 
main, more important. If a man is 
murdered by an Alexander^ or by a rob- 
ber like Cartouche^ it is of little confe- 
quence to him, whether the aflaflin was 
prompted to the injufticc by luft of 
empire^ or to become mafier of his fn(h 
ney. Both defires are equally foolifh, 
though they may not feem fo ; and 
either of them may prove alike fatal to 
thofe fellow creatures, every one pre- 
tends to have fo mightily at heart. But 
if a man will hot butcher another to be- 
come mafter of his money, or to enflave 
him and his country, he will kill him^ 
becaufehe is his rivalin the pafiion called 
love^ or becaufe he has Tnore piety, pe- 
netration, capacity, wit, or learning 

than 



than himfelf ; or becaufe he is actuated 
by a fanguinary curiofity to fee him bleed 
at the amphitheatre or bear-garden, or 
for fome other motive equally trijling 
and unjuji. 

How little effential was it tjt reality to 
AmarC^ happinefs, that he fhould be 
complimented or adored by Mardochai f 
and yet he fancied it of fuch great con- 
fequence, that he reputed every ad- 
vantage, he fo much valued before as 
nothing, while he was thus neglefted by 
that mdependent . Ifraelite. Since then 
he judged it neceffary to his tranquility, 
that this nobleman ihpuld be in the re- 
fpedful difpofition towards him, he 
wifhed, or fliould no longer enjoy a 
iifej which Arnan found he did not em- 
ploy to his honor; and iince alfo he 
thought he might have him put to 
death, without any great evil to himfelf , 
he immediately refolves to deflroy^ not 
only him, but his whole nation, whofc 
only crime was their being MardochaV^ 
countrymen. 

It will be faid, he made his felicity 
confift in a moft abfurd and iniignifi- 

I 2 can( 
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'Cant delight, and that his arrogant and 
ibttifli defire of adoration, was the 
caufe of his manifefiing, in his revenge, 
a barbarity equal to his folly : but that 
an example like this will conclude no« 
thing againft men of more moderation, 
and who are lefs into^cated, by an un- 
merited elevation. 

Aman did nothing, but what it is 
very probable all other men, in the 
Rke circumjiances would have done. I 
mean, there is no one who, like Aman^ 
percdved himfelf defpifed by another, 
but muft wiih the extirpation of that 
perfon, or an alteration in his fenti- 
ments. The latter would, it is true, 
be more agreeable : but if that cannot be 
immediately brought about, the recol- 
Jeftion of a man's finding an unexpefted 
deficiency, in the efteem and love with 
which he covets to be treated, begets a 
fi^nfation fo intolerably painful and mor- 
tifying, that, had he thought all men 
guilty of this want of reverential attach- 
ment to him, he would inftantly dejiroy 
them all in fa^^ or at leaft in dejire^ if 
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fie were reftrained by fear from pro*- 
eeeding farther. 

Badly difpofed, as princes and their 
fubjefts are, towards one another, their 
mutual dread keeps them generahy in 
z.feeming peace. And aftonilhing does 
it on a firft view appear, that perfons, 
between whom fo rank an enmity is en- 
gendered, becaufe their pretenfions arc 
diametrically opfofite^ and intirely incon-^ 
fijient^ ihould notwithfiauding, be ior 
far withheld by their terrors as to be 
hindered frorn always doing aflual vio- 
lence to one another. For though every 
man who meets another tries all pojibie 
means which occur to him of reigning 
over that perfon, that is, of ftealing or 
forcing his qffe£lion\ and though this 
laft, for the fake of peace, fhould pre- 
tend to a great deal of conjideration^ 
ejleem and love for him, yet, as no one 
ever receives as many proofs of efteem 
or regard, as he covets^ and as he fan* 
ties he deferves, ftrange is it indeed, 
that the ftronger confulting only his 
prefent fentiments of ill-will, caufed by 
the difappointment his mighty pro- 

I 3 fpccls 
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fpeAs were jnft blafted with, docs not 
immediately fall on the weaker, as be- 
lieving him deficient in afFeAion, and 
at once dejiroy him without mercy ! The 
fear of being ferved in the fame man- 
ner, by fome ftronger ynan^ muft be 
extremely violent^ nay muft have pencr 
trated his inmoji bowels, to be able to 
keep him from injiantly punifhing that 
want of affeflion^ which, were he to live 
to eternity, muft always give hitn fain^ 
as often as it recurs to his rememr 
brance. 

To refume a part of what has been 

faid, and proceed Though no man 

wifhes tp diftrefs any being, unlefs 
through expeftation of fome perfonal 
advantage, yet fo very fmall a degree 
of hoped for good is fufficicnt to make 
him wifh the deftruftion of, and in re- 
ality usually deJlroy^ if he can do fo 
with fafety to himfelf, millions of his 
fpecies, that we may, without the Icaft 
ftpprehenfion of error, aflSrm, that if 
any man whatever, were it Marcus 
jlurelius^ Re^ulus, Fabricius^ Camillus^Or 
Lycurgus enjoyed authority for a fingfe 
^ year 
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year over the reft of mankind^ and 
was freed from all dread of punilhment 
for mifrule, there is little doubt but 
he would, for one reafon or another, 
maffacre every individual he had the 
leaft intercourfe with. The apprehen- 
fion of intire folitude would not have 
weight enough to preferve them longj 
from the ravaging efFefts of his petulant 
and uncontrouled caprice. For though it 
be certain, no man car be happy alone^ 
yet this does not prove a prince, en*- 
joying unlimited power, would leave a 
Jingk fubjeft alive. By killing them, it 
is true, he would miftake the means of 
happinefs, fo would he alfo by permit- 
ting them to live. One way of looking 
for felicity is not a whit more rational, 
than the other. And moreover, where " 
the fear of loiing life is out of the 
queftion, the p^ons immediately lay 
hold of what puts them in poflleflion 
of a prefent graftfication^ without much 
reflection on the rifk thtiv future enjoy- 
ment may run thereby. 

Thus the prince above-mentioned, 
perceiving his fubjecls want of affe£lion 

I 4 for 



for him would be fo great t fufkrcrhy 
the view, that without any delay, or 
without allowing himfelf Icifureto make 
deep refleitions on the horrors of intirc 
Ibhtude, he would, to free himfelf from 
2» frefint and certain evil, deprive each 
gI them of exiftence at different times, 
if he did not flay them all at once. 

That fophiftjcal hope^ which never 
fails, to come to the affiftance of every 
one's firoQg deiire, would, upon this 
occafion allure Arijiides^ Titus ^ JuvenaFs 
meek Thales^ and his *' dulci fenex 
*^ vicinus Hymetto^^ or whoever elfe 
i« fuppofed prince, to expcft to rule 
over fome other men to be created 
hereafter, who fliould love him bet- 
ter. Or fuppofing however fanguine 
hi» hopes may be, he could lay no ftrefs 
Qn fo very, improbable an expeftation, 
it would, at leaft, make him believe, 
that, fince there is no danger of his lofing 
his own life by thus deflxoying man- 
kind, he muft undoubtedly be happier 
without, than with theni : that he has 
experienced the trefent evil, and found 
it infufportabh : that though he fliould 

not 
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not much meliorate his condition, by 
the death of thofe men, yet that the 
meafure cannot poffiWy load, it with 
any additional difirefs: and that, in 
fine, it would be advifeable to put his 
purpofes into imTnediate execution, as he 
has fome reafon to exped an alteration 
for the better, but none to apprehend 
any, for the worfe. 



€HAP. 
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CHAPTER THE Fifteenth* 

More arguments to prove all men Jlaves to 
one pajjion or znother-- -therefore fu^ 
fremely wicked either aftually or virtu- 
ally, that is, by the preparatian or dif- 
pofition of their hearts. 

T^HE anfwer generally given to fafts, 
like thofe related, and reafoned 
on in the two laft chapters is, after 
firft loadine with obloquy and abufe the 
few, who have had fufficient refolution 
and Jincerity to point out the weaknefs 
and wickednefs of mankind, to fay in 
vague and general terms : that they are 
but inftances of the corruption and pro- 
fligacy of particular perfons : that the 
perpetrators of thofe atrocious crimes 
are held in deteftation by all men. 
That others, in the fame high ftations, 
have conduced themfelves with gen* 
tlenefs and humanity, though they had as 
little caufe to fear gonfpiracies and infur- 

re^ons. 
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reAions, by committing afts of cruelty 
and injuftice, as the princes, whofe me- 
mories are become infamous by fuch 
proceedings. And that therefore per- 
Jidy^ oppre/Jion, tyranny^ and murder j fo 
far from being tne necejfary and univetfaly 
are not even the general tendency of 
thofe who are not as yet prahical 
Chrijitans* 

It is much to be lamented that this 
concluiion is weak and ill-drawn. For 
it does not at all follow, becaufe fome 
abfolute princes have ufed their power 
moderately, and even for the benefit of 
their fubjefts, that they were not difpofed 
to injure and dejiroy them, if they had 
oppofed, or ftood in the way of a 
favourite and ruling paffion, which is all 
that is now contended for. It has been 
already acknowledged that no king, or 
other perfon will moleft any creature 
whatever, unlefs ftimulated thereto by 
im expelled intereft or pleafure. What 
we maintain is, that a very fmall fliare 
of intereft fuffices to urge moft men, 
and a great degree to impel them alU 
^o wifli the deftrudion of the whole 

ivorldy 
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ivorHJj if they fancy they cannot other- 
wife enjoy the advantage in queftien. 

Indeed, it rarely happens, that any 
man conceives he has an intereft, which 
he anally imagines incompatible with, 
the exiftence of his whole fpecies ; but 
if he had, or thought he had, who caa 
pretend to fay, he would not extermi* 
nate every individual of them^ were it 
in his power, always fuppofing him 
unrefirained bjfearf Who can anfwer^ 
for what a prince in this fituation 
would do, unchaimdy as we fuppofe 
him, from the apprehenfion of a knife 
or bullet ? 

But to come ftill clofer to the point, 
and enter fairly and roundly into the 
argument — ^Will any one have the bold- 
nefs to deny, that a man, though here- 
tofore in all appearance as peaceable, 
juft, merciful, and fo forth, as can be 
imagined, will not hefitate, to put a 
Jingle per/on unjuftly to death if thereby 
he may gratify the paflion of revengef 
or thofe called love and friendjhip^ or 
that oifame ; but above all fuppofing, 
by the unjuft condemnation of this one 

man. 
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'man, he might enjoy an abfolutc and 
peaceable fovereignty over a great and 
flourifhing empire ? 

Let any one prepofe this queftion to 
hipifelf with fincerity^ and in its full 
force : then, if, after a thorough exami- 
nation of himfelf, he (/^r^j affirm, that 
to enjoy the moft brilliant crown in the 
univcrfe, or to poffefs the moft fplen- 
did and entenfive reputation^ or to be 
mafter of the moft immenfe wealthy or, 
in a word, to enjoy whatever he is fen- 
fible is his chief delight^ and the chief 
Objeft of his wifhes — if, I fay, he will 
anfwer, that to gain thefe or any other 
of the moft valued advantages, he would 
not confent to the unjuft death of the 
meaneft of his fpecies, or to do him any 
other material injury whatfoever, then 
it is granted, that a great part of what 
was advanced in this book is injudici- 
ous and erroneous. Then Lord Shaftef 
bury^ Mr. Hume^ Mr. Sterne^ (not to 
^eak of lefs ingenious, and lefs judici- 
ous writers, as Mr. Fiddes^ Mr. Hut cbe^ 
fony &c.) may continue t6 reflefib, on 
^thofe authors, Jiowcver eminent, who 

have 
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have reprefented human nature in near*^ 
ly the fame light, though upon different 
principles, and that the conclufions were 
not, I believe, puihed as far as they 
are here. 

Nicolcy Pafcaly Rochefaucaultj Taykfj 
Guicciardini^ Comines^ la Bruierey Sacy^ 
Gothety the late Mezanguy^ Hobbes^ Man- 
devilUy Swift J and many other modems^ 
not to fay a word of the ancients, or 
of thofe, who, like Montaigne^ Bayle^ 
Trublet^ and Monfieur J. J. Roujfeauy 
may be cited, on both fides of the quef- 
tion will come in, fome for z greater j and 
fomc for a le/s fhare of cenuire on the 
fame account. — But to return to the 
argument with fincerity and candour. 

If,, as has been propofed, any one 
can anfwer for himfelf, or for fome 
other perfon of whom he may have 
conceived a good opinion, that none of 
the inducements above-mentioned would 
be able to tempt him to commit a ma- 
nifeft a^tof injuilice, then is all that has 
been faid to this purpofe by me , and 
many others, groundlefs and falfe. It 
muft however be once more obferved^ 

that 
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that no confiderations or refiraints arif- 
ing from the Chriftian religion can be 
allowed, upon this occafion. Becaufe 
man, as was already often hinted, is 
confidered here in the natural Jlate, 
without any view to fan6lifying grace. 
They, who of late prof effedly attempt to 
vindicate human nature leave religion 
quite out of the quefiion, and found 
their apologies and vindication on a 
pretended reditude or goodnefs in the 
nature of man, abjira^ed from, and 
prior to any particular revelation. It is 
on the fame footing he is treated of all 
along in this Eflay. 

Once more, if a Jingle perfon can be 
found in the univerfe, whom no mo- 
tives of intereji or pleafure (to leave 
pain quite out of the queftion) have 
power to feduce into an aft of injuftice^ 
though fecure from the fear of death or 
the lofs of reputation, then, I think, 
the vindicators and apologifts fhall have 
gained their caufe. But if, on the 
contrary, there is no man who, to 
gratify fully fome prevailing pajfton^ 
would not deviate from JtriB jujHce 

and 
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md probity in an ejfential point , in that 
cafe, I believe, however unwilling peo- 
ple may be to acknowledge it, the ad- 
vantage will be on our fide. 

NoUiing but the confidence ariiiag 
from truth, could induce any one to 
ftatc the matter in difpute in fi) fairy 
though to hxmididifadvantageous alight. 
By neglecting to derive afiiftance from 
man's fear of bodily pairij though un- 
doubtedly one of the Jirongeji incite- 
ments to injuftice that could be urged, 
a perfon deprives himfelf of the many 
forcible arguments^ which might be de- 
duced thence in his favor. But by ap- 
pealing finally to every one's obferva^ 
tion and feelings ^ he leaves himfelf bare 
of all fubterfuge, and of every advan- 
tage, but what naturally and necefla- 
rily refult's from plain reafon and evi* 
denct. 

While people contented themfelves 
with arguing about the motives of the 
2£kions of ^naxagor as y jirifiides J Socrates ^ 
Regulus^ CurtiuSy Cato^ Lucretia^ Lord 
Falkland^ &c. there was too large a 
£eld left open for the tergivenfataon 

and 



:^nd fophiftical reafoning of the coth- 
! tending parties. Here there is little 
.room for evajions or rafli indu6l:iens.j^ 
as^it is reafonable to fuppofe everybody 
better acquainted witfi himfelf^ and the 
Springs and fources »of his own a^ons^ 
than he is with thofe of .perfons long 
iince dead. Beiides there are .no pro- 
bable grounds for imagining, that \^ 
caufe almoft all the famous perfonages, 
juft mentioned, lived in ancient times, 
rthey were, on that account, neceflarily 
in^r^ virtuous than any to be now met 
-with. 

Let it theni be aufwered, whether 
'there be any one proof againft the temp- 
tations already mentioned. If, as is 
apprehended, it ihall be ^nfwered in the 
negative, the moft favourable confe* 
quences to the opinions here fupported!^ 
will naturally follow from the conceP- 
lion. For if it be once granted, there 
is no man unreftrained by -the fear of 
i<leath, lofs of reputation, and the fer- 
vile dread of puniihment ia a future 
ftate, who would not, for fome fip^eat 
vintereft or enjoyment, be guilty ot one 
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^^Hion, wtich he himfelf would deem 

-^pprejfwe and unjuji^ why may he not, 
hy the like means, be^ndilced to com- 
mit more I if a man- to gain empire wiH' 
put one man to death unjuftly, what 
iecurity have We that he may not kill 
ten, a thoufand, oran Az^«^r^^/>&^/^«^^ 
upon the fame or an equally frivolous 
account ? When he rndk^t^one man fufFer 
death, or any other great evil, contrary 
to the known rules of equity, it is plain 
that if he flops there, it is not by con- 
fideritions ' of jujiite^ h^ is prevented 
from proceeding farther. Juftice is as 
much^ though indeed not*fo repeatedly 
violated by the murder of one perfon, 
-as by that of many. When then he 
facrifices that virtue to his pafSons in 
vne injiance^ what aflurance can be 
given, that he will not do fo in many 
more ? 

It may 'be true, that the fame paffion 
Wiir not' induce all men to commit the 
fame crimes. This only proves, the 

Jame paffion has not an Vy«a/ dominion 
over all men. Avarice will make one 

;unjuft; lujl another} envy ^nothcr^; 

love 
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love oi power a fourth ; defire of revenue 
a fifth; fome paffion or another will 
render every body fo. 
' What then is become of the dignity ^ 
and moderation of human nature, which 
fome authors are of late inceffantly 
fetting fortjh in the moft enga^ingy but 
deceitful colours? If they really exiji^ 
and are as admirable and efficacious as 
they are reprefented, why were they 
not able, at leaft once fince the creation, 
to prefcrve a man from indulging, not 
a weak, but tome Jirong and violent de* 
Jiref If they neither could nor can 
efFeft this, how can their exij?ence he 
proved ; and though it fhould, in the 
name of true Chriitian virtue, every?^- 
hle, ever conjijient^ ever ferfevering^ I 
demand, what they are good for? One 
might with as much propriety extol 
the temperance and inoffienftvenefs of ty- 

gcrs and wolves, who, when their ap- 

( 

* No reflcftion can have been intended above 
on Mr. Burgh, who, I find, lately publiflied 
two volumes on the dignity of human nature, 
which I never read, and only this moment fent 
f jr, in confequence of feeing them advertifed. 

K 2 petites 
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petites are fated, ceafe, for a iittU fime^ 
to be prowling devourers, as boaft of 
rtal or imaginary qualities, that of them- 
ielves never can refirain a iingle mao, 
or efie6hially confine him, within the 
bounds of humanity and juftice^ when 
]irompted by any ruling fajfum to^traaf- 
j;ce&thenu 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER THE Sixteenth. 

The kading principles in this work proved'' 
from fcripture and the fathers.- 



BUT there may be found perfons uo^ 
r reafonable enough to afk^ why I all 
along fuppofe every one, not aftually 
in a ftate oifanSifying grace^ a flave to 
fome inordinate inclination or another \ 
To fuch it will be fufficient to anfwer^ 
that it is becaufe I alfo fuppofe tho 
truth of the Chrifiian religion. I did not 
undertake to write an evangelical demon* 
Jlration ; but took the authenticity of 
revelation for granted. From thence I 
fet oat, fuppofing or begging no other 
quejlion whatever^ any way controverted* 
And furely the one now before us, 
ought not to be confidered in that 
light. For what divine of any note, 
receiving xht gofpei difpenfation, ever 
«xprelsly contended, thata man, not in 

K 3 the 
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the ftate of actual jujlxficatton^ or, at 
leaft, in one preparatory to it, may poffi- 
bly be exempt from * one or more dif- 
orderly pafllons ? To maintain this, 
would be to confound every thing ; 
would be fupporting a contradiction in 
terms. The idea hitherto always enter- 
tained by Chriftians of a ftate of impiety^ 
was its neceflarily implying an irregular 
or vicious inclination in the mind, pre^ 
dominant over the fouPs natural tenden- 
cy to, or feeble defire of, virtue. The 
notion held oi jujlice is that of a dif- 
pofition, contrary to this now men- 
tioned. He, not in the latter happy- 
condition, where the fcripture tells us 
a man, not endued with faith, can never 
be, is necejfarily immerfed in the former: 
an intermediate Jlate between ofte of. 
virtue and another of vice, or, in other 
words, between juftice and injuftice, no 
where exifting. The foul, as the fathers 
of the Chriftian church, and Saint Au^ 
gujlin in particular, are ever repeating, 
not being able to fublift without Iwe^ 
that of what is right or reafonahle in 
every material affair conftitutes virtue^ 

jujlice^ 
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jujitcey or charity* : but a love of what, 
is diforderly or ferverfcj is injujiice or 

Now. one or other of thefe contrary 
affedtions, that is, either the love of 
rights or that of ^rfl;2^, muft bear a de-L 
c^ive fvaay in every ^iritual fubftance 
without exception, and therefore in 
thc/oul of man alfo, which, as was faid, 
cannot exift without a predominant in-- 
clination. There is no poifing . the ba- 
lance, of our love evenly between vice, 
and virtue •, one of the fcales will through 
neceflity freponderate f . The wealth of 
goodnefs, . wnoever does not gat her ^ is . 

. * Quid eft enim honi cupiditas, nifi Charitas ? 
S. Aug. lib. 2. ad Bonifac. cap. 9. n. 2\^ 

Quail veto aliud fit booa voluntas quani.. 
Charitas^ Id. de gr. Chrift. cap. 2i, 

•f Nemo volcns aliquid facit, quod non 111 

cordefuo prius dixerit qqod verbuin* 

amore concipitur Jive creatura five CreatoriSf, 
id eft, aut ndtura mutabilis^ aut incommutabilif 
x*eritatis.. Ergo aut cupiditate, aut< 
Charitate. 

S. Auguft. dc Trinlt. lib. 9. cap. vii._ 
Dum. 12 et 13. 

K 4 mofl;^ 
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moft certainly fcattering. He VfHo is; 
not helping to build up the houfe of 
righteoufnefSj which is not made by 
Buman hands alone, is fuirely throwing 
it down. Each perfon belongs either • 
to Jojhua^ or his adverfaries ; to remain \ 
in a ftate of neutrality between them: 
being utterly impradlicahl^. Every hu- 
man creature muft take the^ Lord for:-^ 
his God, or. follow Baal^ and ferve him.. 
Should any people attempt: to unite the. 
worfliip of bjth, and^ prtrnd to fear 
the Lord, while, at the fame time, they, 
continue idolatrous flaves to their paf- 
fions, the jealom Creator^ who cannot: 
fhare his glory with another, will im-- 
mediately fend in the vices ^ tropologi- - 
cally defigned in holy writ by the. 
name of wild leojls^ to exterminate all: 
3rcmaining good from among fuch a. 
nation. Whatever man is not diftin- 
guiflxed in the forehead by the T^au^ 
is neceffarily marked with Xkit fign of 
antichriji. There are no more than two 
lots caft into the yrn ; one for the peo* 
fie of God J who are the virtuous, the 

other* 



otUcrfor all nations, who are every indi* 
vidual of them impious. Accurate as was 
the information Solomon conftantly la* 
bored to acquire, he could difcover only 
two forts of men : the one wife, whole 
hearts were fituated on the. right ; that is, 
whohadfulaeed' their affeftions on eter^ 
nal things : the other foolijh, whofe re- 
gard chiefly, fet on perijhable advantages, 
IS, for that reafon, with the utmoft 
figurative propriety, laid to be on the 
l^t. The fame prince, in a moral 
fenfe, admitted but two points, the 
north and fouth ; towards one of thefe 
diametrically oppofite direAions, he af- 
firms,, the tree of our love ultimately faJts^ 
where, bv the force of irrefiftible at- 
traction. It will be compelled to remain 
forever.. Jeremiah ivu but /^t;^ baikets 
of figs ; one of them good — very good ; 
the other J'^rf — exceeding bad. We 
are acquainted with two hands only: 
the right, where the pious are placed ; 
and the left, where the wicked dwell. 
The former compofe the citt of 
GoD; the others^ the city of this 
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WORLD *• The Jrji are the good grain y 
the latter nothing but chaff. The /r/2 

were 

* Defirousto aroid, as much as pofible, too 
many citations of any great length in this eflay, 
we (hall adduce but few, and them (Iiort pafTa-* 
ges, frpm St. Jugufiin and fome others, in fup- 
port of every thing advanced in the prefent 
chapter. Though of late the fathers are, alas I ' 
very little read, ftill he now fpoken of, is, in 
general, much ofteuer confulted than any of 
the reft, efpecially his large work on the 
City of God. That trcaiife will be found to 
correfpond every where with what we all along, 

?rincipally maintain, to wit, that the celebrated 
agans of antiquity were not, and, without 
faith, could net be really virtuous^ but belonged 
all of them to what he calls the city of this 
world, or fociety of the unrighteous, whofe firft 
member was Cain. His writings againd the 
Pelagians, his comment on the Pfalms, and 
indeed moll of his other works, are full of the 
fame truth, as well as of that other, which we 
make fo much ufe of in this chapter, viz. that 
the foul of man cannot remain for any time 
without fome ruling affedlion : that this fupe- 
rior, ruling, or predominant love is the 
WEIGHT, by which it is drawn towards 
whatever is its favourite ohje^ : again, that 

the 
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were lovely and loved from the begin- 
ning ; the others ever hateful and haUd. 

The 

the fouVs love is its feet or mtings on which 
it moves towards whatever has captivated its 
regard : that there are but two loves m the 
world ; the one of GOD, the other of a man's 
SELF : and that, in fine, thefe are what dif- 
tinguifh folely the tixio focieties or cities be 
treats of fo extenfively ; the former love, I 
mean that of God being the leading affedHon 
of the citizens of the celeftial city ; the love of 
SELF the ruling one in the numerous fociety of 
the reproved. Under thefe, and the like images, 
does he, on all occaiions, inculcate the doArine 
we deliver, explain, enlarge on, and draw con- 
fequences from throughout this whole difcourfe. 
To quote his words, letter by letter, would be 
endlefs and unneceflary, as well becaufe his 
works, efpecially the city of God, are full of 
nothing elfe, as becaufe, we this moment 
tranflated the fubAance of fome of the mofl 
decifive of them. Moreover, we fuppofe the 
ferious reader no ftranger to his writings, to 
the tail mentioned book in particular, where 
he will obferve the above or equivalent ex- 
preffions in almoft every chapter. 

The other holy dolors arc fcarce lefs tena- 
cious of the fume principles, efpecially of its 

not 
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Th€ former are veffels af honor ; tEc lat^ 
ter of cmtumely. ihenij the Lord knows,. 

by 

not being poffible fi>rman to remain* withour 
affbdUon. We (haH cite {bme out of a muU 
tttudc of their axioms to this parpofe vrord for 
nvord, beoaufe they are very (hort, and not fo' 
geaerally peruTed ia this country, as the 
writiogs of the father already fo often men- 
tioned : 

'' Rationalis animus/' fays the great Saint 
Leo, " fine dile^iMe esse non potest.** 

Serm. 5^ in Jrjon. fept. mrenfis. 

** Efle qaidem. fine dilt^ione anima kon- 

** POTEST." 

S. Greg. Mhg^ lib. i8i in Job; 
cap. viii. num. 6. 
'* Volnntas creaturae rationaiis fine quaJieunquc 
^ amore non poteft eflfe." 

S. Fulgent, ad Monim^ cap. xviii^ 
The prevailing adliftton, thefe holy and en« 
lightened perfonages tell us man miift' always 
Be afFefted with, towards fome objeft or ano*- 
ther, cannot in infidels^ as it was lately (as it* 
h<id been heretofore in the beginning of the 
eflfay) proved, be the pure love of prrferenem 
for Godi It is then of neccffity, there being 
only tix)0'ZSk&\oxs&^ as was already (hewn from 
^aipture and Saint Auguftin, and agreeable 

alfo- 
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Jby.name; but as to /Ad/J— he tievir fo 
iiluch as knew, A^berice they came:: £ot 
they are. all workers of iniqutty. Whoever^ 
in fine, is not .really and triily a saint, 
thit is one of the former c/djsy necejSa- 
•rily belongs to the latter ; and is there- 
fore, to all intents and purpofes, abo- 

:MINABLE .AND ACCURSED. 

There being then no middle flate be- 
tween one of virtue and one of vice;^ 
we have now only to inquire to which 
of thefe two oppolite Kconditions Titus 
belongs. It is but very lately fuch a 
queftion was controverted among anj^ 
perfons calling themfelves Cbrijiians.. 
In former times, it had been always 
thought a confeqiience immediately 
;flowing from the principles of our facre4 

alfo to the reft of the venerable teachers of the 
>Chriftian church, as weli as to reafon and ex:- 

fericnce the ruling paffion, I fey, of 

^Unbelievers, and other cHminal men is, and caa 
be no other, than the polluted and impious lov^ 
cf SELF, — the fource of every corruption and 
»Vice, and which never yet germinated a fingle 
»bud of any genuine virtue. 
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do6trine, that Titus and all other infi- 
dels muft have been wicked^ in every 
fenfe of the word. 

. This none of the faithful made any 
doubt of, becaufe they confidered, that 
Titus's foul could not fubfift without a 
predominant affe6lion : that this afFedion 
muji be either virtuous or vicious : that 
it could not poffibly be the former ^ be- 
caufe virtue being the love of a super- 
natural good, Titus could not, efpe- 
cially fince Adam^s fall, entertain a love 
of preference for it without fupernatu- 
ral ajijiance^. They next inquired 

whe- 
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♦ " Certum eft nos velle cum volumus, fed 
ille (deus) facit ttt velimus bonum ..... 

** Certum eft nos facere cinn facimus ; fed ille 

** FACiT ut faciamus, praebeado vires ejjica- 

^ ciffimas voluntati." 

S. Auguft. de Grat. et lib. arbit. cap. xvi. . 
** Deus homines ad feipTum omnipotentifTima 

** facilitate couwertit, ac volentes ex n^lentihus 

** FA.C1T." 

Id. epift. 1 17 alias 107. num. 24. .. 
** Benediiftio dulcedinis eft gratia Dei, qua 
** FIT in nobis ut nos deleclet et cupiamus, 
^* hoc eft/ ^m^wz/j quod prasdpit nobis ; in qua 

'• fi 
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^^hether he had been favoured by an 
•extraordinary help of fliis fort, without 
^hich he could not fojjibly give jufticc 
the preference in his afFeftions, or, in 
other words, make it reign in his hearty 
and they foon learned no fuch favor 
had been done him. This they eafily 
difcovered by adhering clofely to their 
principles, which taught them, that, 
were T^itus deemed worthy of thtfuper'- 
Tiatural ajjijlance above-mentioned, the 
Jirji ftep his Divine Helper would 



•«* fi nos Ron pravemt Deu6, non folum noa 
*• perficitur, fed nec inchoatur ex nobis.*' 
Id. lib. 2. ad Bopif. ca«p. ix. num. 21.', 
" Si charitas n(jn ex Deo, fed ex hominir 
^^ buSy viceriint Pelagiani \ fi autem ix Deo^ 
^' vicimus Pelagianos." 

Jd. lib. de Grat. et lib. arbit, cap. xviii« 

hum. 37. 

■" Q^^nio dio donante ex vera vivltur fide, 

*'* ipfe deus adeft et mend illuoiinandae, et con- 

** ciipifccntia fuperandae, et moleftiae perfcren- 

dae. Hoc cnim tocum tq(Xq fit, quando fit 

propter ipfum, id cd, .quando gratis amatur 

^'- ipfe, qualis.ainor nobis effc NON POTEST, 

niii ex ipfo.*' 

Idi lib. 5. contra Julian, cap. iii. num. 9. 

have 
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have taken, would be to inflame liis 
heart with as much love towards reve^ 
Jation, as might be neceffary to incline 
his underftanding to fubmit cheerfully 
thereto ^. But even fo much never 

having 

\ ♦ To argBC againft us out of St, Jujlin 
"Martyr, where be fuppofes the falvation, coq^ 
{cc{\xcni\y fanSlity of Socrates, would be no way 
to the purpofc. 

For, in the firll place, this andent father is 

fiogular in that bpinioh ; his fappofition being 

.altogether unfupported by any other eminent 

•teacher, either prior in point of. time or fubfe- 

quent to him. 

Secondly, by his £avorable thoughts of the 

above fludious man, commonly caSed philofo- 

^her, he fb little oppofes our priociples, that 

what he. fays ferves rather to confirm them. So 

'far is he, I fay, from infinuating that gooduefs 

ds to be acquired without faith ^ that: he fancies 

Socrates had been blefled with the pofleflioa of 

this firil and fundamental virtue, and that in 

^fo high a degree, as to have therebyirritated the 

evil fpirits to procure bis death; which is in a 

manner faying, he died a martyr to his ortho- 

doxy. '\^^herefore Saint Juftin's notion is at 

.moft but an error in a matter of fa£^« which 

.millake of his does not derive its origin from 

. tenet! 



having been done for him though "he 
4s ftiled *' delicia humani generis j* fo far 
rmuft he have always been from a realty 

tenets diflfering in the Icaft from the univcr-* 
tfai belirf of the other doflors and the reft 
of the faithful, conccrnmg the ncceflity of 
laithy before any •claim be laid to v^ifdom, pru- 
dence, equity, fortitude, temperance, or to any 
-other genuine intelle^ual or moral virtue. And 
as for VL true good ViU to mankind in general, 
or r^tf/ friendfhip • towards any particular indi- 
vidnal, which certain writers perfuade themfelveft 
are fo very commoa among Infidels and other 
irreligious men, St. Auguftin clearly informs us, 
id his 155th letter addrefled to Marcellinus, 
how vain and impoiOible profelEons made t<9 
this efied, by perfbns under the above unhappy 
-^ircumftances, muft be; becaufe no ope,' he 
affirms, can harbour a proper afieflion for man, 
who loves not man's Maker : " homkiem re£h 
** diligere nefcit, quifi^uis eum oon diligit, qui 
^ faominem fedt." But this ineftimabie attach- 
neAt to the Creator, our pretended hvssaxit un*^ 
believers, being, as we have repeatedly (bewo, 
totally deficient in, they muft be equally fb ia 
that philanthropy, or r^ard towards one ano- 
ther, which they are fo often boafling of them- 
fdves, and flattered for by others in their owa 
Buferable fituatioo. 
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'luhttious difpofition, that he remainefl 
all his life an utter Jir anger to itsjirji ele- 
ments. 

All this was heretofore judged fo 
evident by -the orthodox, that we are 
alnioft afhamed to have fpoken of it at 
all, though in this very fummary man- 
ner : and, in tinith, nothing but the 
boldnefs "with which -contrary fenti- 
ments are maintained of late, could 
have induced us to take even this lit- 
tle notice of what -we thought too 
trite, and well known^ to merit being 
at all dwelt on. The prcfent Eflay had 
even been fi^iflied a confiderable time 
before there-was the leaft intention of 
adding this chapter to it. 

But when writers began to be talk- 
ing to us daily of the jujiice and good^ 
tufs oi.jdriJlideSj Titus ^ Socrates y 3Lnd fo 
many other noted unbelievers^ never 
once troubling themfdvcs to inform 
us when their good men had received 
FAITH, by which the fcripture tells us 
Xhtjujl ferfon lives ^ and yi^ithoUt which, 
as the fame divine book declares, " it 

•** is impjfthk to f leaf e God ''^^ <io not 

dfuch 
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iuch , reiterated efforts, made by (q 
inairy authors in the fam^ country, 
nearly about the fame time, and much 
to the iame purpofe, afford ftrbng fuf- 
picions of a fort of concerted defign 
againft the doftrine of the necefllty of 
faith, prejparatory to righteoufnei^s : and 
are they not manifeftly calculated to 
intimate, that jujiice can very well be 
attained to without the ever before 
thought necejfary foundation now men- 
iioned? 

If f7///j was really juji^^yjt may lock 
tip our churches as foon as we pleafe, 
lOr convert them into taverns and bro- 
Fthels, provided indeed we can difcovpr 
the fecret he found out to become 
righteous without faith. It would be 
.alfo very material for us to know, who 
made him just — (God it could not be ; 
and our adverfaries ^rttoo polite^ ever to 
fay it was) — for to whoever endowed 
him withjuftice, we fliall addrefs our 
.prayers : no body being better intitled 
to our mo/i profound adoration than he, 
who can beftow on us that fole really 
valuable gift. And if it was by his na- 

L2 tural 
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^Urat Jlrenztb alone he acquired It, to 
him we w3l direA our humbleft fuppli- 
cations: for, not content with faying 
like Eraffnus^ " holy Socrates pray for us ; 
^e fliiaft rather implore ^tus to have 
mercy on uSy by beftowing on us the 
whole, or part of the virtue we are told 
he conferred on himfelf; befeeching 
him likeMrife in the eiid of our petition^ 
to deliver us from evil, that is chiefly 
from the great evil ofjin-^ as he had glo- 
.fioufly delivered himfelf therefrom^ 
mhik i» was a fojouni^r m leartbu 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER THE SEVEMTEBN'Tlt. 

IChe futUitHS late ivriters mean when they 
talk of humanity — ^liberality-^fenti- 
ments— politenefs— fenfibility — fikb 
feelings— tears, &cc.—Jhewn to he no> 
checks to a maris' crimes^ in oppoRtion 
to Mr. Sterne, and the authors oj mofi 
efthe late comedies and romances — • 
proved to be rather aggravations ofthem^ 
from the greater corruption of people of 
quality, who value themfelves mo ft upon' 
the ^r^iifeelings— tears— raptures, . 

UR opponents, fenfible, as one^ 
might imagine, of the weaknefs of 
the caufe they undertook to defend, argue 
very little^ or very hofety in fupport of it. 
Though many of them are perfons of 
no inconfiderable abilities^ and appear, 
on other occafions, thorough judges of 
ciofe and cautious reafoning ^ on the fub^ 

L 3 jeft 
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jcft of human nature, however, whrdi 
they labor in a manner to beatify^ what 
"^hey offer appears general, vague, alid 
unconnefted. Perfinal recrimination and 
inveftive frequently fupply the place of 
argument : and principles from reafon or 
revelation are never fought for, much as 
they would be wanting to aid them to 
refute the fyftematic and well-argued 
account, the early Chrijiian writers de- 
liver of man's enormous profligacy* 

The moft thefe authors do, is now 
and then to produce fome celebrated 
tagan of antiquity, whom hiftorians 
xiave reprefented in a favourable light, 
and after exaggerating what they term 
his virtues, and expatiating on . them 
without feeming to know when to 
have done, at laft to demand triumph- 
antly, how we fhall bfe able to reccMicilc 
luch goodnefs (as fome of them are not 
alhamed to call it) with the univerfal, 
neceffary, and extreme corruption, wc 
contend for in the human fpecies. 

The late Mr, Sterne^ who labored a 
good deal, in thefe vindications and 
favorable (I muft ftile them partial) re- 

prefentations 



prefentations of mankind, through wh^r 
motive I fliall not pretend to determine, , 
a« our adverfaries often do moft raflily, 
illiberally, and invidioufly, with regard 
to writers on our fide o£ the queftion 

Mr. Sterne J I fay, introduces a fpe- 

cies of defence^ very different from what 
was before in ufe among panegyrifts 
on the race of our terreftrial Adanu 

Others, in order to foment the fatal 
blindnefs to which we are of ourfelves 
already but too obnoxious, with re-- 
fpect to the glaring infirmity and wick-* 
ednefs of our nature, bring forward a 
Titus y LicurguSy Afijlides^ andfomefew 
befides, whofe vices were all in a man- 
ner abforbed, or at leaft prevented from 
appearing exteriorly in all their defork 
mity^ by an iniquitous love of glory. 
But Mr. Sterne attempts to evince the 
reftitude or goodnefs of human kind,' 
by means of one of the moft deteftable 
and fliamelefs villains that ever dif- 

g raced it, and whom he acknowledges 
imfclf to have been fuch. 
The effort he made choice of is^S odd^ 
and his inferencesyS extravagant (unlefs 

L 4. from 
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ffom a long habk of ironical raillery Ke: 
intended them as je/isy though in the 
midft of 2L/ermonJ that we fliall tran— 
fcribe the pafiage at full length, were - 
it only to manifeft how greatly he. mult 
have relied on the partiality of his 
hearers, when he undertook to render 
them ftill more enamoured of, their dear 
Jelves than they were already, by re-- 
prefentations and arguments,, which,, 
one would naturally think, not ill-cal-? - 
culated to produce a quite contrary effeft, . 
on a lefs frepojejed auditory. 

* Alexander J the tyrant of Bheres^" 
fays he in the firfl volume of his fer— 
mons, ' who, though he hadfoinduf- 
^ trioufly hardened his hearty as to* 
*-feem to take delight in cruelty, m^ 
Vfomuch as to murder many of 'his. 

* fubjefts every day, without caufe and" 
*' without pity ; yet at the bare repre- 
*^ fentation of a tragedy, which r-elated- 
^ the misfortunes of Hecuba znd. Jndro^ - 
^ macbe^ he was fo touched with, the 

* fictitious diftrefs whiclt,the poet had- 
^^Wfdught up in it, that he burft out 
^ into a flood of /^i^r J. The explication- 
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*'or which inconfiftency is eafy, aixd' 
^ cafis as great a lu/ire upon human na^ 

* turcj asthemanhimfelfwasa difgrace 
*' to it. The care feems to have been 
^ this ; in real life he had been blinded 
*• with pafCons, and though tlefsly hur- 
'" ried en by intereft or refentment :. 

* but here there was no room for mo- - 
*' tives of that Kind ; fo that his atten- 
^ tion being firft caught hold of, and all 
^ his vie^s laid asleep; then nature 

* awoke in triumph, and fliewed how 

* deeply Ihe had fown^ the seeds o£ 
*- com jiffion in every man's breaft ;. 
^* when tyrants, with vices the moft at 

* enmity with it, were not able entirely 
^' to root it out J 

If the great lufire reflefted on hu- 
man nature by Mr. Siemens tyrant 
amounts to no more than what we have 
feen, it is indeed very inconfiderable — 
it is nothing* A man's vic^s muft tben^ 
he laid a/leep^ before even the feeds of 
compajfim can appear. And when, ac- 
Gordmg to Mr. Sterne ^ they did appear, 
what were they good for, as they never 
grew up to maturity ? What benefit di4 

jllexander 
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Alexander himfclf, or any one elfe, de- 
rive from his feeds of compajjion^ iince, irr 
real life, he feldom or never aded un- 
der their influence ? We were juft told," 
a prince, through intereft and refent- 
ment, inhumanly maffacres his own 
fubjecls e'very day^ and is not touchecf 
with the leaft pity for them, or, at leaft,* 
with not enough to flop his horrid* 
proceedings, and fliall it be faid that' 
becaufe he falls a-crying at the fiAitious 
diftreffes of women he never faw, and 
whom if he had, and that he confidercd 
them as the leaft obftacles to his ambi- 
tion or fenfual pleafures, he would not 
hefitate a moment to facrifice to thofe' 
paflions, like fuch multitudes of others^ 
in whofe favor fo many moving confi- 

derations had pleaded in vain and' 

fliall it, I fay, be exprefsly affirmed a 
man of this deteftable charafter reflefts 
2i lufire upon human nature, on no bet- 
ter foundation but becaufe certain — 

1 know not what feeds of compajfton^ 
were not intirely rooted out of him ? 

But whether they were or were not 
will appear of very little moment to ra-: 

tional 
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f fonal people, until it fliall be diicovered 
how he could hav6 behaved more cruelly 
in cafe thofe boajled feeds had been all 
pulled up. Thefe feeds^ if they really 
exift in the breafts of fuch monfters, 
render them ftill more odious to thofe, 
who have the misfortune of a connec- 
tion Avith them: for they mock the 
public with the promife of a crop of 
goodnef^ which they never yield, Seeds ^ 
and even bloffoms of virtue, rather ag- 
gravate than leffen a man*s guilt, if 
hot fucceeded by the fruit they gave 
people room to hope for. The huf- 
bandman often coming in full expefta- 
tion of at laft reaping an abundant 
produce from his choice feed^ and finding 
nothing after all the labor he had taken 
in the lowing and culture, but ufelefs 
leaves or noxious briars and thiftles, is 
but the more ready to curfe an un- 
grateful foil, on which fuch extraordinary 
pains and charges had been expended 
to no purpofe. 

This is a juft type of the unprofitable 
ground of Alexander*^ heart. He is the 
barren 'vineyard^ that either produces 

nothing, 
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nothing, or only " fruits of bittemefs^ 
to the planter. Full as his eyes appear 
of the moifture of knity^ if any drops < 
defcend from thence to the hearty they 
incorporate with the ocean of gall they 
find there, and foon contraft, or even- 
perhaps add to its acidity. 

He is indeed, as we are informed, 
very liberal of tears to people that^ 
happily for themfelves, are beyond the 
reach of his clutches ; but he is much 
more liberal of condemnations and tor- 
ments to his unfortunate fubjefts, who^ 
would ncverthdefs very, freely difpenfe 
with fuch inflances of his munificence. . 
It has been fliewn in another work not 
publifhed, how very equivocal a fign of 
goodnefs of heart this facility of Jhed- 
ding tears is, though fo highly rated at 
prelent among a people celebrated for 
Humanity, — by none buc themfelves *. 

Like 

• Monfieur /. J; Roujfean afterbe had ia thc 
fccond book of hi6 Cmtlius obferved, that ' the 
* barbarity of the Englifb is well known,' refumcs ^ 
the fame fubjeA in a note, and fays : < I am noe- 

< JgDO* 
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'lake thofe flicd by the prince under con-^ 
fideration, tears are frequently the fore- 
runners of, if not attendants on obdth' 
racy and barharity^ upon occafions that 
vdemand moft benevolence and mercy* 
Such were the onprefs Meffallina^s tears.^ 
who, bein^ prefent at the defence of 
Valerius AJtaticus^ whom Ihewas iniqui- 
toufly profecuting, could not forbear 
weepings at the manly and forcible man-* 
ner, in which he made his innocence 
appear, fo as to l^ve his accufers no 

* igtiorantthat the Englith talkgrcatly of their 

* humanity t and call themfelves a ^oodnatured 
'* people ; but they may boaft of this charafter 

* as much as they will, 120 My gives it them but 

* themjihes' See Signior Saretti, in his Ani- 
TtnadverfioDS on Doftor Sharpe, where he often 
makes ironical mention of ** good-natured 

Englijhmen, and particularly of good-natured 
Engli/h travellers." See alfo Mouf. Voltaire 
:and the Abbot le Blanc's Letters— the anony* 
mous author of * Les Sauvagts de V Europe^ and 
»even many paflages from ftveral Englifti writers 
of reputation (not to mention the prejudiced and 
acrimonious Daniel de Foe, nor our own cotem- 
porary DoAor Shehbeare though a much better 
'Writer)-~lo the (ame juirpofe. 

;poffihi- 
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poflibflity of refuting Jiim- But did 
this fine Jenftbility^ znd feelings which 
the inliabitants of one of the moflb 
Jlern^ harjh^ and inhofpitahle nations in 
Europe are daily boafting of — did they, 
I fay, avail Ajiaticus? did they afford 
him the proteftion his innocence me- 
rited, and which a calm »nd fettled 
habit of juftice would have granted of 
itfelf, without heing melted to it by 
*^ ari ordinary inundation^* as Shake- 
fpeare calls this fort oi tears ^^ Not at alL 
The tender-eyed though not tender- 
hearted lady rifes from her feat, feeling 
immenfily^ no doubt, for poorjjiaticus — . 
flie however, as ftie is withdrawing ta 
wipe away her tears, whifpers VitelUus 
one of the wicked inftruments of her 
complicated iniquity, who fat as hig 
judge, and who wep likewife, * to take 

* care not to let .the accufed nobleman 

* by any means ,efcape* Such is com- 
monly .the iffue of tears which the moft 
luflful, favage, and inhunian can gene- 

♦ Sfaakefp. King John,* AA. 5. -fc. 2. — he 

clGswhere calls tears a woman'4 ^5^— ?and vain 
dew, 

rally 



rally fupply 'in moji abundance, feldom 
to. any better purpofe than to harden 
them the more in their vices,' by mak- 
ing them fancy in themfelves, I know 
-not what imaginary \i}xa\zmty and good- 
nefe of difpoution, to which they are in 
ixeality utter ftrangers in condu3. 

Who flied tears in greatei' .plenty (as 
the fcripture informs us in feveral 
places) than the. profane £yi?/V* And yet 
he has fcarcc time to dry them up, be- 
fore he meditates the death of his wor- 
thy brother. iSctiilj whofe h^art is as 
black as an Mthio^^rCs^ flcin, burfts out tq 
day into lamentatians for his <;ruelty.and 
ingratitude to \m ^virtuous fon-dn-^Iaw 
David. But Jet no one be deceived by 
him or his'taeeping.'^ for he wijl purfue; 
him foon, /or what I know to-morrow j 
with as ardent and unrelenting '^ fury 
as before. -But wliy inftance in lefler 
villains, -when we behold that worft 
arid vileft ef harlequins, who ftiled him- 
idi jdntiochus the illujirious, weeping for 
the murder of the fingle Onias, while 
he urmiercifully and deliberately flaugh- 
ters, often with the moft excruciating 

tor- 
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tortures, (b many thoufands of m«z, w»* 
men^ and chiidren^ who had never of- 
fended him, otherwife than by being 
excellent in virtues, in fortitude cfpe- 
<:ially, which he either poffeffed not at 
all, or defpaired of attaining to in a de** 
^ee equally eminent ? 

May we not reafonably infer from fo 
many ft riking examples of theinefficacy 
of thefe fuddsn emctions to produce any 
lafting habit of benevolence, tliat the 
ttears of wicjced and fanguinary men 
.ai*^, like the faftings a&d humiliations 
vof the godly in the time of the com- 
mon-wealth in Englandj ordinarily no- 
:ihnig but preludes or Preparations to new 
fcenes of villany ana oppreffion? For 
; although their iniquity ihould for a mo- 
ment be checked thereby, -on the next 
temptation, they return to their accui^ 
tomed vices with redoubled violence, as 
if to make themfelves amends for the 
fliort time they were inadvertently Jlolen 
into fentiments of moderation and hu« 
<mility. 

And in effeft, who do we pefceive 

.acre frequently weepings fig^^g^ fi^^ 

bing^ 
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^Singr and fainting at tragic reprcfenta- 
^tions on tne theatre, than weak, vain, 
and vicious women of quality^ who can 
notwithftanding benold, if not create, 
vobjeds of r^tf/ diftrefs (whom they might 
' eafily relieve) with the moft callous compo- 
Jure ? It feems no affliftions have power 
to move them to commiferation but 
rfuch as are either fictitious or remote* 
Inferior people,whofe moralsarein gene- 
ral muchJefs corrupt than thofeofperfons 
.of high rank, and who are not in a con- 
vdition to think themfelves fecured by 
great poffeffions from the ihocks of 

adverfe fortune thefe, though they 

are known to have a more fympathetic 
. companion for their neighbours mif- 
fortunes than the wesdthy and power- 
ful, are neverthelefs, much lefs lavifh 
than they of the fpurious pity we talk 
of on imaginary occafions. 

Wherefore whatever y^^// Mr. Sterne's 
Alexander may have left, we peed not 
be in the leaft furprized at not finding 
him become a whit the better, or more 
merciful man, by his ^ weeping for He- 
-*/ Cuba.:' 

M It 
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It very little matters, whether vices 
Entirely root out the humaae qualities or 
not, if thefe laft have not fufficient fta- 
bility and vigor to become leading 
frinciples of conduB upon all important oc* 
cajions. Until they fhall acquire this 
firength apd confiftence, a man, for 
any good he will do, may ahhoft as 
well be without them. We do not 
find, nor does Mr. Sterne himfelf aflert, 
that Alexander fpared a man the more, 
for them feeds of compaffpn not having 
been all pulled up. If he did not, in 

' the name of candor, what were they 
good for ? Would it not have fared as 
well with his fubjeAs, if he had never 

. had any iMQ}cL feeds at all ? 

In a word, and to conclude this ar- 
gument, it is not fpectdative qualities^ 
cpinlons^ 2aid fentences that caft a lu^re 
upon human nature, or if they do, it' 
IS a very dull and infuflficient one : but 
a^ive and lively fentiments of juftice, 
which, in all circumftances, mall be 
fonnd able to reftrain a man within 
what even ie himfelf acknowledges to 
be the boundaries of integrity and vir- 
tue. 
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tue. Unlefs a perfon employs the pro-* 
per methods to acquire thefe, or has a 
ferious purpofe of doing fo, he may, 
without the leafi lofs to nimfelf or the 
public, readily part with his whole 
ftore of " wife faws^* of fpectdativc 
qualifications^ and even with thofe fpe- 
cious, but defodiixe^ qualities, which he 
fometimes puts in pradice, iince they 
are not, nor cannot be, upon all occa- 
fions, and in all poflible cireumftances, 
vigorous enough to be the perpetual 
guides of his aftions. 

As for the reft, if he be not an ahfo- 
lute prince, and even though he fhoulcjt 
fear will always oblige him to keep 
more or lefs meafures with his fellow 
creatures. For it is to this paffion alone^ 
and not to each others plnlofophy^ phi- 
ianthropy^ feeds qf compajfion^ or the like 
ridiculoufly impotent chicks ^ that man- 
kind 

♦ " It IS inconceivable," fays Monf. Efirit. 

in the preface to his treatife intitled — De Iti 

fasijfeti des vertfts humaines^ ** that the curious 

** obfcrvcrs of nature, men who bend their ut- 
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-Idtnd are indebted for the peaceable en- 
joyment of their lives and froferties in 
the midft of fuch cafnciouszud implacable 

*>€nemies as they are all one to another. 

«« moft application upon fiudying and knowing 
•• them/elves^ Ihould not have obfcrvcd, that 
" man is not governed and tondufted by 

" reafon that red/on with all its pow^ 

*" and induftry, cannot dcftroy any me faffim 
•* that is rooted in the heart of man, neither 
" by the help of age, nor by the influence of 
^' example, nor by the fear of evil." 

And — to c\X^>Seneca once more— ^he, though 

in all probability an heathen, acknowledged 

that — <* Nulla Japientia natural ia corporis ant 
•* animi t^iVw ponuntur ; quid quid ingenitum 
«* elk leriitur ^tc, NON-VINCITUR." 

Sejjec. Epist 
The force of truth has extorted from the 
' eloquent Mr. J. J. Roujfeau a conceiBon to the 
fame eifFeft, though he is as feldom an aflerter of 
the doftrine we defend, as of any other or- 
thodox one — yet even he owns that " Jn 

vain does calm reafon induce us to approve 
*^ or condemn I YA^j^fl^j.ALONE can make as 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER THE ElGHTEENTHV. 

■ 

The goed tendency of the doctrine delivered ' 
in this ejay — with the pernicious effe6ls 
of the falfe and deceitful opinions of our 
adverfaries — An appeal to the very peo^ 
pie thefe writers are daily flattering^ . 
againfi their poifbnous and unchnf^- 
tian adulation. • 



MAN tranfgreffihg the ordihanees 
of juftice in an effential point 
has not, as is clear, that love of prefer- 
ence for it, which alone conftitutes vir- 
tue. Not being virtuous and jujl^ he 
can be nothing elfe but bad and vicious t 
for there is no intermediate ftate be- 
tween that of virtue and this of vice* 
He is either always difpofed to offer up 
every feeming advantage repugnant ta 
virtue, even life itfelf at its flirine, and 
then, and then only he is good\ or he en- 
tertains fome one or more inclinations 
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incompatible with it, and then is he bad, 
in the only ftrict and proper fenfe of the 
Avord. And though there certainly arc 
fevferal degrees of vice as well as of virtue, 
yet to be talking to a perfon whom we 
juft fuppofed faulty in a material trant 
aftion — to be, I fay, haranguing him 
about his goodnefs^ and I know not how 
many more perfedions — is a bafc betray- 
ing of the truth — a cruel mockery of him 
one is thus flattering, and a likely means 
of always detaining him in the dreary 
defert of vice, which he can never quit 
while he fufFers himfelf to be perfu^ 
ded he is rich^ i^^ppy^ and in want of 
nothing there. 

They, therefore, who proftitute their 
talents and induftry to confirm him in 
thefe erroneous and pernicious fenti- 
ments, though they are his flatterers 
are not his friends. The wounds they 
who really love him give his vanity and 

Eride when they ftrip him of the Jiolen 
abiliments his panegyrifts had decked 
him. in, are infinitely preferable to the 
infidious hijfes of the latter. The firft 
Jlrip only the better to clothe "him. 

They 
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They point out his nakednefs and mtjery 
to him, only that, difdaining the tawdry 
but unfuhjlantial covering of human 
virtue, he may put on the foHd, rich, 
and ineftimable robe of charity. It 
would indeed have been ill-natured to 
difcover his miferable condition to him, 
if there were not means at hand for him 
to get out of it. But convince him once 
effe dually of his vicious, and therefore 
deplorable fituation, and the remedies 
proper for him to ufe will occur of 
themfelves : or rather, the Jirji and not 
the leaft confiderable ftep towards a 
thorough cure is, to imprefs on his mind 
a deep Jenfe of his diftemper. Let him 
have this knowledge, and he will not 
be long at a lofs for the means of re* 
covery. He will immediately recoUedt 
that the phyficians and medicines of 
Gilead are at his door ; and that he 
who promifes to heal all his biiiifes is 
even now knocking at it. 

Thefe are fome of the falutary efFc<5ls 
that commonly enfue from a thorough 
conviction of the depravity of our 
nature. It is then, that become fcnfi- 

blc, 
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Ble, it is not in us to work good or evea^ 
ft) much as purpofe it, we numbly turn 
to the only good Being, by whom alone 
we can be enabled to wilt and ferform •• 
any thing truly virtuous. 

Matters being then as we ftated thenv, 
what injury has been done human na- 
ture, by evincing in a fimple and un* 
adorned manner, that every man not 
aflualty juftified by gi'ace harbours the. 
fource of alt injuftice, of murder, for 
inftance, in his breaft, ready, on a cer^ 
fain occafton^ to burft out mto adionf 
Who will deny this? And yet this 
granted, all is granted. It is little ma- 
terial to inquire, which of a man*s in- 
temperate delires has been the caufe of 
an atrocious deed. Sufficient, much 
too fufficient, is it to learn, that one or 
other of the irregular appetites can, at 
Any time J make him forget all his turgid 
principles of benevolence and goodnefs j 
or at beft, while the paflion rages, can 
render thefe principles barren and ufe^ 
lefs. 

Once more, we do not pretend to 
determine what the intereft may be, 

that 
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•^hat fliall infallibly ddivcr up all man- 

. kind to ads ^ of outrage and cruelty* 
Perhaps feveral hundred talents of gold 

' could not engSigc fomefriO to be guilty of 
the manifeft wrong we fuppofe : perhaps 

. no fums of money would have the power : 
perhaps neither the paffion of envy ^ nor 
that of lujl could bring it to pafs : but 
will not that of ambition ? or if this is 

- alfo found too weak, will not that of 
fame f or that of fear ? If any can, then 
have perfons fo 'uanquifhed forifeited 
every reafonable pretenfion to the worth 
they are always fubdoloufly and meanly 
petitioning to be extolled for. And how- 

-ever ready many acute and otherwife 

fenfible authors ihew themielves, to 

.countenance the mifchicvous delufton^ by 

their endeavours to difguife and miire- 

prefent thefe matters, yet the general 

adeas of goodnefs and juftice are too 

I deeply rooted ia mens minds ^ empty as 
their hearts are of the virtues them- 
felves, for thefe writers ever to be able 
to make palpable injnjlice pafs for them. 
They may puzzle, but they will not 
convince even thofe they flatter, and 
vwho do all they can to qffijl the decep- 

•tioa 



tlon. They may continue to ring chan- 
ges, in their ufual cant, upon urbanity^ 
fine feelings^ goodnefs of hearty tendernefs 
of difpofittoriy delicacy of fentiment^ and 
liberality^ which laft always fully * 
atones with them for the moft criminal 
exceffes : they will not for ever meet 
people, who ihall content themfelves 
with fuch unmeaning or ill appiied 
jargon. Truth, though for a feaibn it 
may be obfcured by ihe arts of feduc- 
tive men, will at length recover its na- 
tive fplendor. 

The fimpleft and moft ignorant pea- 
fant will at once accede to the following 
evident propofition, to wit, that if any 
one to gain empire over the reft of 
mankind, or to be matter of the 
wealth of the univerfe, takes away the 
Kfe of the meaneft individual, he who 
does this 4s really and truly neither 
jujl^ goodj 'humane^ benevolent^ nor gra- 
eious, how pompoufly and rapturoufly 
foever he may difcourfe about theie 
qualities. The moft unenlightened per- 

* See moft of the Engllftx c^meJies and 
movels publiflicd of laic years. 

foa 
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ion will likewife acknowledge without 
liefitation, that whoever is ready upon 
having his prevailing pafiion indulged 
to commit a fimilar ad of injuftice, is 
as far eftranged from goodntfs^ benevo^ 
Jence^ fine feelings^ glowing fenitments of 
virtue, and the reft of the ferfedlians our 
:adverfaries have always in their mouths ^ 
as the former. 

If there fee any man living who has 
not deviated, or on the fuppofition fo 
often repeated in the laft chapters, is 
:iiot ready to deviate from ftricl jujiice 
-and honoTy Jet him ftep forward and 
complain, for he alone has been injured 
hy the foregoing reprefentation* 



THE END, 



ERROR. 

r-age^o, laillinc but one, (or own feUcity, rtAdotiljfelicitj^ 

liorrcfl the pud^tiation in fcYcral places. 
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